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(21) Those who do not aspire to meet Us say, "Why are angels not sent to us or 
why do we hot see our Lord?" They are certainly proud of themselves and have 
opted to be extremely rebellious. (22) There shall be no glad tidings for the 
criminals on that day when they see the angels, and they will shout, "Stay far 
away!" (23) We will then turn to their deeds and reduce them to scattered dust 
(24) The people of Heaven will be in the best of abodes and the best of resting 
places. 

A WARNING TO THE REJECTERS AND GLAD TIDINGS FOR THE 
PEOPLE OF HEAVEN 

Another of the absurd statements made by the disbelievers when they 
rejected the apostleship of the Holy Prophet ^ ^ cM was 1° say, "Why are 
angels not sent to us or why do we not see our Lord?" They claimed that they would 
believe only when the angels confirmed the message or when they saw Allah 
with their naked eyes. 

They made such statements only because they never -believed in the 
Hereafter and had no fear for it. Those who believe in the Hereafter will think 
over the matter and realise that a person who is so venerable and who has 
displayed so many miracles cannot be a liar. However, those who are heedless of 
the Hereafter will not hesitate to make foolish statements to satisfy their 
obstinacy. Therefore, Allah attributes the statement to "Those who do not aspire to 
meet Us." 

In reply to their demand Allah says, "They are certainly proud of themselves 
and have opted to be extremely rebellious/' They are so haughty that they actually 
deem themselves fit enough to see Allah with their naked eyes and that they 
require witnesses to attest to the apostleship of the Holy Prophet a* a ju*. 

"There shall be no glad tidings far the criminals (the rejecters) on that day when 
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they see the angels..." Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ** i»i ^ says that this day 
refers to the day when they will die. Other commentators say that it refers to the 
Day of Judgement. On this day they will finally realise their desire to see the 
angels, but the occasion will not be very pleasant for them. 

They will then be doomed to the eternal punishment of Hell. On that 
occasion, to be rescued from the punishment, they will shout, "Stay far away!" 
However, this will not help them. 

All the good deeds that the disbelievers carried out in this world will hot 
benefit them in the Hereafter because they lacked the qualification of Iman 
(Belief). Allah says in Surah Ibrahim, " The example of the actions of those who 
disbelieve in their Lord is like that of ashes that are blown away by a wind on a stormy 
day. They have absolutely no control of what they earn. This is a distant deviation." 
[Surah 14, verse 18] 

Allah says here, "We will then turn to their deeds and reduce them to scattered 
dust." The dust referred to in this verse are those microscopic particles of dust 
that are usually seen in rays of sunlight that filters through tiny holes like air 
vents. Although they are many in number, but they cannot serve any purpose. 
Similarly, the deeds of the disbelievers will be of no avail to them in th£- 
Hereafter. 

After describing the people of hell, Allah speaks about those of Heaven. He 
says, "The people of Heaven will be in the best of abodes and the best of resting places." 

In Surah Kahf Allah describes heaven as "A fine reward indeed , and the best of 
resting-places!" [Surah 18, verse 31] 
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(25) Call to mind the day when the sky will be rent asunder with clouds and the 
angels will descend in large numbers. (26) True sovereignty on that day will be 
exclusive for Rahman. The day will be very difficult for the disbelievers. (27) 
The day when the oppressor will bite his hands saying, "If only I had chosen a 
path with the messenger!" (28) "... Woe to me! If only I had never taken such a 
person as a friend." (29) "...He has certainly deviated me from remembrance 
after it had come to me." Shaytan (Satan) always deserts man when he is in 
need. (30) The messenger will say, "O my Lord! My people have ignored this 
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Qur'an/' (31) Thus have We appointed from the criminals an enemy for every 
Prophet. Your Lord suffices as a Guide and a Helper. 

THE FRIGHTENING SCENE OF JUDGMENT DAY (QIYAMAH), 
WHEN THE DISBELIEVER WILL WISH THAT HE HAD NOT 
BEFRIENDED THE WRONG PERSON 

Allah begins to describe the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) by saying, "Call to 
mind the day when the sky will be rent asunder with clouds ..." Allah also describes the 
splitting of the skies in the opening verses of Surah Infitar (Surah 82) and Surah 
Inshiqaq ( Surah 84). The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" interprets the above verse to 
mean that the appearance of the clouds will cause the sky to split. Allah has the 
power to do this. 

He has also mentioned that the verse could be interpreted to mean that 
when the sky splits, it will appear as if there are clouds there. Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Abbas ** ifo has mentioned that "the sky" refers to all the seven 
skies, and not only the one above the earth. 

". and the angels will descend in large numbers ." Man cannot understand the 

precise manner in which this shall take place. "Ruhul Ma'ani" has quoted a 
lengthy narration concerning this verse, but the narration appears to be an 
"Isra'iliyat" (sourced from the Bani Isra'll) and cannot be verified. 

The author of "Bayanul Qur'an" writes that the splitting of the skies will 
signal the beginning of reckoning. It does not refer to the time when the trumpet 
will be blown for the first time, causing the destruction of everything. 

"True sovereignty on that day will be exclusive for Rahman." None shall survive 
as kings and leaders on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah). In Surah Mu'min Allah 
says that He will announce on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah), "To Whom does all 
Kingdom belong today? To Allah , the One, the Omnipotent " Allah then says that the 
Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) "will be very difficult for the disbelievers " 

"The day when the oppressor will bite his hands saying , 'If only I had chosen a path 
with the messenger!'" "Ruhul Ma'ani" reports that whenever the polytheist, Uqba 
bin Abi Mu'it returned from a journey, he would invite all the people of Makkah 
for a feast. He enjoyed the company of the Holy Prophet ^ 3 -a* jl* and would 
associate with him very much. 

On one occasion, he again invited the Holy Prophet ^ it after 
returning from a journey. However, The Holy Prophet pJUj a* iui told him that 
he refused to accept his invitation until he testified to "Ld ilaha IllAllah " and that 
the Holy Prophet (JL - y a* it ju was Allah's messenger. When he invited the Holy 
Prophet pJUj ai for the second time, he received the same reply. He 
eventually recited the Kalimah. 

When Ubayy bin Khalaf heard about this, he immediately came to Uqba 
asking him, "Have you become a heretic?" Uqba replied, "I have not become a 
heretic by heart. What happened was that a person came to my house and 
refused to accept my invitation to partake of meals until I said what he requested 
me to say. Since I do not like any person to leave my house without eating, I said 
what he bade me to say and he ate." 
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Ubayy told him, "I shall never be pleased with you until you revile this 
person." Consequently, he behaved extremely rudely towards the Holy Prophet 

Up Us' Js. The Holy Prophet i»i ju* told him that he would be slain 

when he meets the Holy Prophet u* Ui outside Makkah. This came to 
pass when he was killed in the battle of Badr. 

The " oppressor" in the above verse refers to Uqba, when, on the Day of 
Judgment (Qiyamah), he will lament severing ties with the Holy Prophet 

He will say further, "Woe to me! If only l had never taken such a person (Ubayy 
bin Khalaf) as a friend. He has certainly deviated me from remembrance (of Allah, the 
advices given by the Holy Prophet it and the Qur'an) after it had come to 

me. " The person whom he took as a friend turned out to be his worst enemy. 

"Satan (Shaytdn) always deserts man when he is in need." This sentence may 
either be a continuation of the statement made the "oppressor" mentioned above, 
or it may be a statement of Allah, warning mankind of Satan's (Shaytdn's) 
treachery. Satan (Shaytdn) misleads man to commit disbelief and all types of sins. 
However, when man requires his assistance, Shaytan always leave him in the 
lurch, betraying his loyalty. 

Some commentators have mentioned that the "oppressor" refers to any 
disbeliever, while "such a person" refers to Satan (Shaytdn). They say this because 
the words of the verse are general and not specific. 

When the disbelievers will lament their union with the other disbelievers 
and wish that they had rather befriended Allah's messenger Up ui he will 
testify against them saying, "O my Lord! My people have ignored this Qur'an " 
Therefore, the disbelievers and polytheists will be condemned to Hell by their 
own confession, as well as by the testimony of the Holy Prophet (U-j uu it\ 

The general context of the verse will also include those so-called Muslims 
who are in senior government positions and who not only transgress Allah's 
laws in the Qur'an, but, in their legislation, give preference to the disbelievers 
laws over Qur'anic laws. Some even stoop to the extent of labelling Islamic laws 
as being barbaric and cruel. 

Commentators mention that the plight described in the verse will also face 
those Muslims who do not recite the Qur'an at all as well as those who recite the 
Qur'an but who never touch it at all and never look into it when reciting. 

" Thus have We appointed from the criminals an enemy for every Prophet." Every 
Prophet had enemies. However, this fact should not cause any distress 

because " Your Lord suffices as a Guide and a Helper. "Allah will always be there to 
assist His Prophets 
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(32) The disbelievers say, "Why is the entire Qur'an not revealed to him at 
once?" We have revealed it in this manner so that your heart may be 
strengthened by it, and We have revealed it gradually. (33) Whenever they pose 
ridiculous questions to you, We reveal the precise reply to you with explicit 
clarity. (34) Those who shall be resurrected on their faces will certainly be in the 
worst of predicaments and most deviated from the path. 

the wisdom behind the gradual revelation of the 

QUR'AN 

Among the numerous preposterous arguments raised by the polytheists is 
the one that asks. " Why is the entire Qur'an not revealed to him at once?" They fail to 
understand that Allah reserves the right to reveal His book as He pleases. 

Allah then also gives a reason for the piecemeal revelation of the Qur'an by 
saying, "We have revealed it in this manner so that your heart may be strengthened by 
it... The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" ( v. 19 p.15) writes that the gradual revelation 
facilitated ease in memorising and in understanding the Qur'an. 

The repetitive descent of Jibr'il fM-i* 4* also served to strengthen the Holy 
Prophet's i JU resolve against the persistent onslaught of the 

disbelievers. The gradual revelation also facilitated the understanding of those 
verses that were abrogated. In addition, it allowed the Holy Prophet [JUj 4* & 
to present decisive replies to the many arguments of the disbelievers. The 
appropriate verses were always revealed on the right occasions, thereby 
affording strength of resolve and consolation to the Holy Prophet jJ-j 4* Ai JL*. 
This repetitive effect would not have been achieved if the Qur'an was revealed 
all at once. Besides these, there are still many more reasons for the Qur'an's 
piecemeal revelation. 

". and We have revealed it gradually 'Ruhul Ma'ani" quotes Sayyidina 

Abdullah bin Abbas ^ who interprets this part of the verse to mean that 

the Qur'an was revealed very clearly and slowly in pauses. It therefore took 23 
years before being revealed fully. 

Thereafter, Allah further strengthens the resolve of the Holy Prophet 

4U by saying, "Whenever they pose ridiculous questions to you , We reveal the 
precise reply to you with explicit clarity" These replies put an effective end to their 
arguments and criticisms. 

Allah then describes the plight of the disbelievers when He says, "Those who 
shall be resurrected on their faces will certainly be in the worst of predicaments and most 
deviated from the path." They never believed that they would face these 
circumstances when they were warned in this world. However, in the Hereafter 
they will experience the truth of what they were told. 
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(35) Verily We gave the Book to Musa and made his brother Harun a minister to 
him. (36) We then said, "The two of you should go to the nation that denies Our 
signs. Thereafter We completely annihilated the nation." (37) And We drowned 
the people of Nuh when they denied the messengers, making them a lesson to 
people. We have prepared an excruciating punishment for the oppressors. (38) 

We also annihilated the Ad, the Thamud, the people of the well and numerous 
nations between them. (39) We have coined similitude's for each of them and 
demolished each one of them. (40) These people have certainly passed the town 
that was showered by a devastating rain. Have they not Seen it? Nay, but they 
do not aspire for resurrection. (41) When they see you they seek only to ridicule 
you (by saying), "Has Allah sent him as a messenger?" (42) ".... He would have 
led us away from our gods if we had not persevered with them." Shortly, when 
they see the punishment, they will come to know who has strayed most from the 
path. (43) Have you seen the one who has taken his whims as a deity? Will you 
be a guardian over him? (44) Or do you think that most of them hear or 
understand? They are merely like animals, but even more astray. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE AD, THAMUD AND OTHER 
NATIONS THE EVIL PLIGHT OF THE IDOLATERS 

The above verses speak of the annihilation of the previous nations after they 
denied the Prophets ^4* and the message brought by them. All these are 
cited as lessons for those who recite the Qur'an. Allah first makes mention of 
how the people of Fir'aun and the nation of Sayyidina Nuh fXJt were 
drowned in this very world. Concerning their plight in the Hereafter, Allah says, 
“We have prepared an excruciating punishment for the oppressors." 

"We also annihilated the Ad, the Thamud, the people of the well and numerous 
nations between them. We have coined similitudes for each of them (so that they may be 
guided by these. However, they refused to accept the truth so We sent Our punishment to 
them) and demolished each one of them." 

Referring to the cities of the people of Sayyidina Lut pLJ\ 4*, Allah says, 
"These people (the Polytheists of Makkah) have certainly passed the town that was 
showered by a devastating rain." These cities were overturned when they engaged 
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in the vile deed of sodomy. Thereafter, their cities suffered a shower of stones 
from the skies. The details of this incident have been given in Surah A'raf [Error! 
Bookmark not defined,] and in Surah Hud [Surah 11, verse 77-83]. 

The polytheists of Makkah passed by the ruins of Sodom twice annually 
en route to Sham (Syria) for trade purposes. However, they failed to learn any 
lesson from what they saw. Allah says in Surah Saffat. "You pass by them in the 
mornings and at nights. Do you not understand?" The above verse of Surah 
Furqan mentions the singular word "town" even though these were a few 
cities. A singular word has been used because it may refer to the main town 
from these or it could refer to all collectively (as is possible in the Arabic 
language). 

"Have they not seen it? Nay, but they do not aspire for resurrection." The 
Polytheists have been forewarned and can see the consequences of disobedience 
before them. However, they do not believe in the Hereafter and regard the ruin 
of the previous nations as mere natural occurrences. 

The truth about the ‘people of the well" cannot be verified beyond doubt. One 
opinion cited in "Ruhul Ma'ani" states that they were the descendants of the 
Thamud and lived in Yamamah. Others say that these people lived in the vicinity 
of a well in Antioch. 

Another opinion says that they were idol worshippers who lived in an area 
that had many wells and they possessed an abundance of livestock. Sayyidina 
Shu'ayb <3i' was sent to preach them, but they were rebellious and caused 
him much pain and suffering. It then transpired that they were all gathered once 
around a well that had recently been dug and which was not yet completed. 
Allah caused the ground to collapse beneath them, causing them all to be buried 
alive. 

Other commentators maintain that the “people of the well" were the same 
people described as the "people of the trench," who will be discussed in Surah 
Buruj (Surah 85), Insha Allah. 

Allah then discusses the rebelliousness of the Quraysh. Allah tells the Holy 
Prophet ,0-..} U* that "When they see you they seek only to ridicule you (by 

saying),‘Has Allah sent him as a messenger?"' 

This statement resembles what the Thamud said to Sayyidina Salih >>—J' 
They said, “Has a revelation come only to him from among all of us?" Such statements 
are based on ignorance because none can question Allah's choice when 
appointing Prophet r'y—- 1 Allah replies to them in Surah An'am. when He 
says, "Allah knows best where He wishes to place His message." (i.e. with whom He 
wished to entrust it). 

People need to ponder about and deliberate over the message brought to 
them by the Prophets fM-Ji They need not question the messenger. The 
Polytheists of Makkah were foolish enough to regard their denial of the Holy 
Prophet's ,4-j *i* message as an achievement. It is for this reason that they 

said, "He (The Holy Prophet <&' would have led us away from our gods if 

we had not persevered with them." 
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Allah replies by saying, " Shortly , when they see the punishment, they will come 
to know who has strayed most from the path." In this world they considered the Holy 
Prophet jjuj ju to be astray, but the reality of the situation will be exposed 
to them in the Hereafter. However, it will then be too late to make amends. 

Addressing the Holy Prophet (JL- j Allah goes on to say, "Have you 

seen the one who has taken his whims as a deity? Will you be a guardian over him? Or do 
you think that most of them hear or understand? They are merely like animals , but even 
more astray " Allah consoles the Holy Prophet ^ in these verses by 

telling him that he should not consider it his duty to convert people because he 
cannot force them into anything. 

Allah says in Surah Zumar, "Without doubt , We have revealed to you a Book 
with the truth for the people. Whoever is rightly guided , is guided for his benefit , and 
whoever is misguided , then it is to his own detriment. You have not been sent as a warder 
over them." [Surah 39, verse 41] 

Allah describes the disbelievers as people who bow to the dictates of their 
whims just like others bow in submission to their deities. Such people cannot be 
guided, so one should never hope that they will ever hearken to the truth, nor 
understand it. They have reached a stage where "They are merely like animals , but 
even more astray." 

Animals are not bound to any Shari'ah, so they cannot be criticised for 
failing to comply with it. People are however constricted to the limitations fixed 
by the Shari'ah. Therefore, if they fail to comply, they will be regarded as worse 
than even the animals. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that the animals realise that they have 
to be obedient to their masters and even recognise those who are good to them 
and those who are not. They know where to eat and sleep, know where to gain 
benefit and which places and occasions to shun when they anticipate harm. 

However, man does not realise that he has to obey his Creator, Master and 
Sustained. He does not recognise that Allah is good to him but he rather follows 
the dictates of his whims. He does not hasten to do good, which is of benefit to 
him, but rather continues to sin without perceiving the devastating 
consequences. The disbeliever is therefore worse than the animals. 

"Or do you think that most of them hear or understand?" the author of "Ruhul 
Ma'ani" says that the word "most of them " is used in this verse because there are 
those Disbelievers who are destined to believe. 

The foregoing verses warn man that he is headed for destruction if he 
follows the dictates of his carnal self because this will plunge him into the abyss 
of sin. Sayyidina Jabir ** i \ reports that the Holy Prophet (JL^ u* iui said, 
"1 fear most that my Ummah will follow their whims and entertain lengthy 
hopes, causing them to forget the Hereafter." ["Mishkat" p. 444] 

Another hadith cites the following three factors as being most destructive. 
(1) Following the dictates of the carnal self, (2) miserliness and (3) pride, which is 
the most serious of the three. ["Mishkat" p. 434] 

Although it is the trait of the disbelievers to pander to the wishes of one's 
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carnal self, many Muslims are also guilty of the same crime. They shun the clear 
teachings of the Qur'an and Ahadith, and fabricate their own teachings, some of 
which lead them to disbelief. Some of these people say that the Holy Prophet JL* 

4 * i&i had knowledge of the unseen, while others claim that he was not a 
human. There are also those foolish ones who claim that the Qur'an was altered 
and that the vast majority of the Sahabah ^ iut ^j were disbelievers (Allah 
forbid!). 

These beliefs have been formulated as a result of worshipping the carnal self 
(the nafs). There are also many people who carry out certain irreligious practices 
in the name of Islam. These are all heretic practices that are perpetrated greatly 
during the months of Muharram, Rabi'ul Awwal, Rajab and Sha'ban. 

Hakimul Ummah Thanwi 4* & has enumerated many of these in his 
book "Islahur Rusum". These are common in many Muslim regions because they 
do not require any sanction because of their fallacious and spurious nature. 

I (the author of this Tafslr) was once travelling in the southern part of India, 
when I happened to be sitting in a Masjid with the Imam. After the Zuhr Adhan 
had finished, I heard drums being beaten. When I asked the Imam about it, he 
replied that they beat the drums to inform the women that Adhan was over. 1 
asked him, "Did such a practice take place during the time of the Holy Prophet 
(JLj Up it When he replied in the negative, I asked him why then did they 
innovate such a practice in the Religion. 

I also discovered that the people in that region would not remove any 
corpse from a house until the family of the deceased distributed sweet roties 
among the people. 

On one of my journeys to Damascus I heard the Mu'adhin (the person who 
calls out the Adhan) recited Durud [salutations on the Holy Prophet 4 * 

loudly before calling out the Adhan. The people there also recited Durud 
loudly when they saw the Imam mounting the pulpit on a Friday. They continue 
to do so until he is properly seated upon the pulpit. 

There are many such heretic practices throughout the world. When people 
are told about these, they begin to argue and present fabricated proofs to 
substantiate their actions. In this way they refute the Qur'an and Ahadith. This is 
clearly because of their submission to the dictates of their carnal self (nafs). 
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(45) Do you not see how your Lord spreads the shadow. If He willed. He could 
have made it stationary. We then appoint the sun as a sign to it. (46).... Then We 
gradually withdraw it towards Ourselves. (47) Allah is the One Who has made 
the night as a garment, has made sleep a form of rest and has made the day a 
time to spread out. (48) He is the One Who sends the winds as a conveyer of glad 
tidings ahead of His mercy. And He sends from the skies water that purifies. 

(49) "... So that We revive dead land with it and so that We give drinking water 
to Our creation from the animals and many people. (50) We have certainly 
distributed it between them so that they take heed, but most people wish only to 
be ungrateful. (51) If We willed. We would have sent a wamer to every village. 

(52) So do not follow the disbelievers and staunchly oppose them with it. 

A MANIFESTATION OF ALLAH'S MIGHT IN THE SHADOW, THE 
SUN, THE MOON, THE WINDS AND THE RAIN 

Allah begins by saying, "Do you not see how your Lord spreads the shadow. If He 
willed , He could have made it stationary." It is commonly observed that shadows are 
long when the sun rises. Allah has the might to make the shadow remain that 
length even as the sun moves across the sky. 

"We then appoint the sun as a sign to it Then We gradually withdraw it towards 
Ourselves." Allah has made the moving of the sun as a sign by which the lengths 
of shadows vary. As the sun moves across the sky, shadows diminish until 
midday. Thereafter, they begin to grow until sunset. Even though it appears as if 
the sun causes the variation' in shadow lengths, it is actually Allah Who is 
controlling everything. 

Allah then continues to say, "Allah is the One Who has made the night as a 
garment (because it conceals everything), has made sleep a form of rest..." After a 
day of work, people usually sleep at night to replenish their strength. The 
darkness of the night is conducive to sound sleep, whereas sleeping during 
the day is usually possible only when darkness is created by drawing 
curtains, etc. 

The Holy Prophet -a* ii jl* has mentioned that sleep is the sister of 
death. It is for this reason that Allah describes the day as a "time to spread 
out." The Arabic word "nushura" (translated above as "time to spread out") is 
normally used for resurrection on the Day of Judgment (Qiydmah). During the 
day, people spread out on earth to perform their various tasks. 

Allah says in Surah Qasas, "Because of His mercy , He (Allah) has created the day 
and the night for you so that you may find peace in them , seek from His bounty , and 
express your gratitude to Him." [Surah 28, verse 73] 

Since sleep resembles death, the Holy Prophet Up used to recite the 
following prayer (du'a) before sleeping: 
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[TRANSLATION: "O Allah! With Your name do I die and 
rise up."] 

WHEN AWAKENING, HE USED TO RECITE: 

[TRANSLATION: "All praise be to Allah, Who has granted 
uS life after causing our deaths, and to Him shall Our return be."] 

Allah then describes the bounty of rain when He says, "He is the One Who 
sends the winds as a conveyer of glad tidings ahead of His mercy.” When people feel 
the winds that precede rain, drey have sufficient time to keep those things under 
cover that should not get wet. 

Allah then mentions three benefits of rain. The first is that rainwater is 
"water that purifies." People are able to cleanse themselves and other things with 
water. People are able to bath, make ablution (ivudhu), wash clothes, etc with this 
water. No other liquid can replace water for this purpose. 

The second benefit is that Allah " revive dead land with it." As a result, the 
land flourishes with vegetation that is eaten by man and animal alike. Allah 
mentions that the third benefit is that He gives "drinking water to Our creation from 
the animals and many people." 

"We have certainly distributed it (rain) between them so that they take heed, but 
most people wish only to be ungrateful." Allah sends varying amounts and degrees 
of rain to different parts of the world, but people are ungrateful for this. 

Man's ingratitude often leads him to disbelief. He eats and drinks from 
what Allah has provided, yet worships others. Sinning and disobeying Allah also 
amounts to ingratitude. 

"If We willed, We would have sent a Warner to every village." In this way. The 
Holy Prophet's J-* task would have been lightened. However, Allah 

willed that he be blessed with the noble mantle of being the final Prophet to the 
entire mankind. 

The disbelievers left no stone unturned to oppose the Holy Prophet 
jjL.. from every front. However, Allah advises him not to falter in the least, but 
tells him that he should "not follow the disbelievers and staunchly oppose them with it 
(i.e. with the Qur'an)." 



(53) It is He Who has merged two seas, the One being sweet and quenching, 
while the other is salty and bitter. He has created between them a barrier that 
acts as an impregnable veil. (54) It is He Who has created man from water and 
has appointed for him relatives by blood and relatives by marriage. Your Lord is 
Ever Powerful. 
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ALLAH'S POWER IS DISPLAYED BY THE MERGING OF TWO 
CONTRASTING WATERS THAT DO NOT MIX 

The above verses describe two more manifestations of Allah's greatness, 
both of which are witnessed daily. Allah begins by saying, "It is He Who has 
merged two seas, the one being sweet and quenching , while the other is salty and bitter. 
He has created between them a (invisible) barrier that acts as an impregnable veil " 

Allah says in Surah Rahman, " Between the two (waters) is a barrier so that the 
two do not transgress i.e. do not trespass their limits." Although no apparent barrier 
can be seen, Allah's power causes the two water masses not to mingle. In this 
manner, each water body maintains its own properties and characteristics. 

Allah has created everything with their own peculiarities, and they all 
function accordingly. However, they may function contrary to their inherent 
characteristics when Allah wills. An example of this was when the fire did not 
burn Sayyidina Ibrahim u*. Another example is that the waters of the 
various seas and rivers do not mix when Allah does not allow them to. 

In his Tafsir, Sayyidina Maulana Shabbir Uthmani Up it quotes from 
"Bayanul Qur'an" that two reliable Bangali Ulema (Scholars) testified to the fact 
that the river running between Arkan and Chatgam has two distinctly 
discemable types of water. Even from a distance it can be noticed that the one 
type of water is white, while the other is black. 

They say that the black water resembles the water of the ocean because of its 
turbulent nature, having waves crashing to and fro. On the other hand, the white 
water is completely calm and boats travel in it. Both these waters flow side by 
side, yet they never mix. People say that white water is sweet, while the black 
water is salty. 

I (the author of this Tafsir) have heard from the students of a district in 
India called Barisal that two tributaries emerging from the same river have 
different water types. The water of the one tributary is extremely bitter and salty, 
while that of the other is extremely pleasant and sweet. 

Many reliable people of Dhabel (near Surat, India) have told me (the author) 
that, during certain seasons, when the seawater enters the rivers of the area, the 
two waters never mix. While the seawater flows strongly on the surface, the river 
water remains at the bottom. The verse of the Qur'an is strongly substantiated by 
these eyewitness accounts. 

Another interpretation of the verse is that Allah has created the various 
water bodies on earth to flow in their respective locations. They are all separated 
by landmasses and are not allowed to mix with each other, thereby destroying 
everything in between. At the same time, they maintain their own properties. It 
has never occurred that sweet water turned salty, nor vice versa. 

Another exposition of Allah's power is that He "has created man from water 
and has appointed for him relatives by blood and relatives by marriage..."i.e. Allah 
created man from a drop of semen. Allah has created sexual passion in humans, 
which they satisfy by marrying and begetting children. The marriage also joins 
families together and every person thus has two families - his mother's and his 
father's. 
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Allah fosters love between these families, who continue to expand and grow 
as they marry into other families. Allah has mentioned just these few signs of His 
power and then says, "Your Lord is Ever Powerful" He has created many more 
things that no other can ever hope to match. 
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(55) Besides Allah they worship things that do not benefit them, nor harm them. 

The disbeliever was ever opposed to his Lord. (56) We have sent you only as a 
conveyer of glad tidings and a wamer. (57) Say, I do not ask you for any 
remuneration except for the person who wishes to tread a path towards his Lord. 

(58) Rely only on The Living, Who cannot die and glorify His p?aises. Allah 
suffices as the Knower of His bondsmen's sins. (59) It was He Who created the 
heavens, the earth and whatever is between them in six days, and then rose to 
the Throne. He is the Most Merciful, so enquire about Him from one who is 
knowledgeable. (60) When they are told, "Prostrate to Rahman/' they say, "What 
is Rahman? Should we prostrate to what you command us?" Their hatred then 
only increases. (61) Blessed is the Being Who created gigantic stars in the sky 
and placed the sun and the luminous moon in it. (62) It is He Who has appointed 
the night and the day in succession for the one who intends to take heed or who 
intends to be grateful 

ALLAH CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH IN SIX DAYS, 
AND MADE DAY AND NIGHT SUCCESSORS TO EACH OTHER 

Allah depicts the foolishness of the Polytheists when He says, " Besides Allah 
they worship things that do not benefit them, nor harm them. The disbeliever was ever 
opposed to his Lord." i.e. he behaves as if he is opposed to Allah because he carries 
out the deeds that displease Allah the most. 

The Arabic word "dhahira" (translated above as "opposed to “) actually refers 
to an aide or ally. However, when it is used with the conjunction "ala" it would 
be translated as "an aide against" someone (thus giving the meaning of an 







Surah Al-Furqan 25: 55-62 


14 


Anwar-ul-Bayan (v.7) 


opponent). 

The verse applies to all the disbelievers. They are constantly plotting against 
Islam and are allies of Satan (Shaytdn). They are also allied to each other against 
the Muslims / irrespective of their religious denominations. 

Allah then addresses the Holy Prophet ju saying, "We have sent 

you only as a conveyer of glad tidings and a Warner ." His duty was to propagate the 
message of oneness of Allah (Tauhid). Allah exhorts the Holy Prophet Up & 
fJL-j not to grieve if anyone rejected the message, for he could not force anyone to 
believe. 

Allah then instructs the Holy Prophet ^JL - 3 Up &\ to "Say, l do not ask you 
for any remuneration except for (the fact that 1 want to see) the person who wishes to 
tread a path towards his Lord (by accepting Islam)." There were no ulterior motives 
behind the Holy Prophet's Up & task. It was therefore necessary that 
people gave him a hearing and deliberated over his message. 

Allah commands the Holy Prophet JUj Up & JU further by saying, "Rely 
only on The Living (Allah), Who cannot die..." Only Allah can alleviate opposition 
and assist against one's enemies. At the same time, he should fervently "glorify 
His praises." Here the Holy Prophet Up iu» is commanded never to fail in 
Praises (Tasbih) and glorification (Tahmid) because these will draw Allah's 
assistance and aid in removing difficulties. 

"Allah suffices as the Knower of His bondsmen's sins." Allah will punish people 
according to their sins because He knows exactly who opposes His religion and 
His the Holy Prophet U* U ju. 

"It was He (Allah) Who created the heavens, the earth and whatever is between 
them in six days, and then rose to the Throne..." 

The creation of the heavens and the earth in six days is also mentioned in 
Surah HaMim Sajdah [Surah 41, verse 12]. 

The pious predecessors and the Sahabah ^ ^ have mentioned that the 
human mind is incapable of perceiving exactly what is meant by this verse and 
other such verses, even though the words can be understood. Therefore, we 
should believe in them and should not pursue their explanation. Refer to the 
commentary of verse 54 of Surah A'raf (Surah 7) for further details. 

When someone asked Imam Malik Up it the meaning of this verse, be 
broke out in a sweat. After a period of silence, he said, "The meaning of the word 
is known, the interpretation is beyond understanding, belief in it is compulsory 
and questioning it is an innovation." He then told the questioner, "It seems to me 
that you are a deviant person." Thereafter he removed him from the gathering. 
["Ma'alimut Tanzil" v. 2 p. 165] 

"He (Who has been described above) is the Most Merciful so enquire about 
Him from one who is knowledgeable " Allah instructs the Holy Prophet p-Uj Up &\ 
to learn more about His attributes from Allah Himself, or from JibrTl Up, or 
the scholars of the previous divine scriptures. 

"When they are told, 'Prostrate to Rahman;' they say (because of their obstinacy 





s;nrah Al^Fujr£an__25^_63-2[2. 


15 


Anwar-ul-Bayan (v.7) 


and ignorance), 'What is Rahman? Should we prostrate to ivhat you command us?" 
Their arrogance and rebelliousness do not permit them to listen to any other. 
Therefore Allah says, "Their hatred then only increases." Instead of drawing closer, 
they gro w more distant. 

"Blessed is the Being Who created gigantic stars in the sky and placed the sun and 
the luminous moon in it. It is He Who has appointed the night and the day in succession 
for the one who intends to take heed or intends to be grateful." Allah draws man's 
attention to the fact that He created everything in the universe and that man 
should derive a lesson from all of this. By viewing the greatness of the creation, 
he should learn that Allah is even Greater and the True Deity. 




(63) Rahman's bondsmen are those who walk on earth in humility and, when 
the ignorant talk to them, they (excuse themselves) saying, "Peace." (64) Those 
who spend the night in prostrating and standing before their Lord. (65) Those 
who say, "O our Lord! Avert the punishment of Hell from us. Verily its 
punishment is devastating indeed!" (66) "It is surely an evil residence and 
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abode." (67) Those who, when they spend, are neither extravagant nor miserly, 
but are rather stationed in moderation between the two (extremes). (68) Those 
who do not call to another deity with Allah, who only kill a soul forbidden by 
Allah with a warrant, and who do not fornicate. Whoever perpetrates these shall 
meet with a grave punishment... (69) Punishment will be multiplied for him on 
the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) and he shall remain disgraced therein forever... 

(70) ".Save for those who repent, believe and perform good deeds. For such 

people Allah will convert their sins into good deeds. Allah is Ever Most 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. (71) Whoever repents and performs good deeds has 
certainly turned to Allah in earnestness. (72) And those who do not engage in 
acts of deceit and, when they pass by frivolous acts, they pass by gracefully. (73) 
Those who, when they are reminded by the verses of their Lord, do not fall 
down deaf and blind. (74) Those who say, "O our Lord! Accord to us the 
coolness of our eyes from our spouses and children, and make us leaders of the 
pious." (75) These people, because of their steadfastness, shall be rewarded with 
balconies, where they will receive prayers of eternal life and peace. (76) They 
will abide therein forever. It is surely a beautiful residence and abode. (77) Say, 
"My Lord would not concern Himself with you if it had not been for your 
supplication. You have surely denied and the consequences will shortly be 
realised/ 

A DESCRIPTION OF ALLAH'S TRUE BONDSMEN 

Allah accords to the pious Believers (Mu'mimn) the venerable title of, 
"Rahman's bondsmen ." This is the first description of the pious men. Although all 
of mankind are Allah's slaves, this title is used for those who willingly devote 
themselves to Allah's worship with conviction and sincerity. The title of being 
Allah's slave is the highest honour that any person can achieve. It is with this 
title that Allah describes His noblest of creation, The Holy Prophet j u* -ii 
when He says, "Pure is that Being Who transported His slave by night from Masjidul 
Haram to Masjidul Aqsa..." [Surah Bani Israil (17), verse 1] 

Allah describes them further by saying that they are "those who walk on earth 
in humility. .."i.e. without pride and arrogance. Allah says in Surah Bani Isra'il, 
"And do not walk haughtily on' earth. You can certainly not cleave the earth , nor can you 
reach the mountains in height[Surah 17, verse 37] 

The third description given of them is that "when the ignorant talk to them , 
they (excuse themselves) saying, 'Peace. - When the ignorant want to begin an 
argument with them, they excuse themselves and take leave, greeting them with 
"Salam" ("Peace"). 

Allah says in Surah Qasas , "When they hear futility, they turn away from it 
saying, 'Our deeds are ours and your deeds are yours. We greet you with peace. We do 
not' wish to converse with the ignorant.'" In the same strain, Allah says' in verse 72 
of Surah Furqan, "when they pass by frivolous acts , they pass by gracefully." 

They are people who do not waste their time arguing with the ignorant and 
never reply to their harsh and rude words. They keep themselves aloof from the 
frivolous pastimes of others. This is the typical behaviour of noble and upright 
people. 
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Allah then describes the fourth quality when he says that they are "Those 
who spend the night in prostrating and standing before their Lord . "Their perpetual 
worship does not permit them to sleep at nights. 

Allah says in Surah Dhariyat, "Verily the abstinent ones shall be in gardens and: 
springs receiving .what their Lord confers to them. Indeed these people used to carry out 
good deeds before. Little was it that they slept at night and during the closing portions of 
the night they would be seeking forgiveness (from Allah)." [Surah 51, verses 15-18] 

Allah then mentions their fifth attribute when he says that they are "Those 
who say, 'O our Lord! Avert the punishment of Hell from us. Verily its punishment is 
devastating indeed! It is surely an evil residence and abode." Although the real 
meaning of the word "ghardma" (translated above as "devastating") is 
'incumbent' and 'binding/ the above translation has been made because when 
punishment becomes incumbent on a person, it will surely annihilate him. 
Allah's pious bondsmen carry out good deeds, refrain from sins and also seek 
Allah's refuge from punishment. 

Allah says in Surah Mu'minun, "...those who spend of what they have been 
granted and whose hearts tremble because they have to return to their Lord." i.e. they 
are worried whether their deeds with be accepted or not. 

"Those who , when they spend , are neither extravagant nor miserly, but are rather 
stationed in moderation between the two -(extremes)." The Shari'ah encourages 
moderation in all matters. Just as it is not permissible to spend Lawful (Haldl) 
wealth in unlawful (Hardm) avenues, it is equally not permissible to spend it 
wastefully in Lawful (Haldl) avenues. 

The Holy Prophet pJL-j said that moderation in spending is half of a 

good livelihood. In other words, working to earn a Lawful (Haldl) livelihood is 
one half of a good livelihood, and the other half will be achieved when this 
earned wealth is spent with moderation on oneself, one's family, parents and the 
needy. 

Only those people may spend all their wealth for Allah's pleasure who have 
complete reliance on Allah and who will not be affected in any way when 
spending in this manner. An example of such a person was Sayyidina Abu Bakr 
** & He spent everything he had on the military expedition to Tabuk. When 
the Holy Prophet p-L-j -Up &\ asked him what he left for his family, he replied, 
"I have left Allah and His Holy Prophet /u^ Up iui with them (i.e. the pleasure 
of Allah and His Holy Prophet Up is sufficient for them)." ["Mishkdt" p. 
556] 

Allah then mentions the sixth quality of His sincere bondsmen. He says that 
they are "Those who do not call to another deity with Allah..." i.e. they are not 
Polytheists, and adhere fast to oneness of Allah (Tauhid). 

Allah continues to describe the seventh and eighth qualities when he says 
that they are those who "only kill a soul forbidden by Allah with a warrant, and who 
do not fornicate." They will kill another person only if it is proven that he 
murdered another, turned apostate, or committed adultery as a married person. 
In each of these cases they will be acting in conformance with the Shari'ah. 
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"Whoever perpetrates these shall meet with a grave punishment ..." Certain 
commentators have mentioned that the Arabic word "athama (translated above 
as "a grave punishment") is another name for Hell. 

"Punishment will be multiplied for him on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) and he 
shall remain disgraced therein forever..." This verse describes the punishment of a 
disbeliever because only the disbelievers will dwell forever in Hell. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Mas'ud -u* reports that someone asked the 

Holy Prophet (d-j "What is the worst sin?" "That you ascribe partners 

to Allah, whereas Allah created you," was the reply. When the person asked to 
know which sin followed, the reply was, "That you kill your children fearing that 
they will share your food (for fear of poverty)." 

"Which sin comes next?" he asked. The Holy Prophet said, 

"That you commit adultery with your neighbour's wife." (Although adultery is 
always unlawful (Haram), it will be worse when committed with a one's 
neighbour's wife). It was then that Allah revealed the verse "Those who do not call 
to another deity with Allah , who only kill a soul forbidden by Allah with a warrant , and 
who do not fornicate." [Bukhari p. 701] 

"....Save for those who repent , believe and perform good deeds. For such people 
Allah will convert their sins into good deeds. Allah is Ever Most Forgiving , Most 
Merciful." This verse makes it clear that the doors of repentance are forever open 
to the disbelievers as well. 

Sayyidina Amr bin AT As^^i^ reports that when he accepted Islam, he 
told the Holy Prophet <4 -j ^ JL* that he will pledge his allegiance to the Holy 
Prophet Up iui on condition that Allah forgives him. Thereupon the Holy 
Prophet said, "O Amr! Do you not know that Islam destroys all 

(sins) before it?" [Muslim v. 1 p. 76] 

In the interpretation of the above verse, 'Ruhul Ma'ani" reports from 
Sayyidina Abu Dharr ** that the Holy Prophet <4 - 3 <4* JL, said, "On the 
Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) Allah will instruct that the minor sins of a person be 
presented before him, while the major sins be kept aside. When he is asked if he 
committed these sins, he will admit to them all, fearing that he will not be able to 
reply for the major sins that are still pending. Allah will then command that all 
his sins be converted to good deeds." 

"The person will then say, 'But there are still many more sins that I do not 
see here.' (He will say this in anticipation that these will also be converted to 
good deeds)." Sayyidina Abu Dharr s says that when the Holy Prophet 
(d-j *4* & said this part, he smiled, causing his blessed teeth to be seen. 
["Mishkat" p. 92] 

This hadith tells us that sins will be forgiven and that an equivalent amount 
of good deeds will be recorded to the person's name. This interpretation is 
necessary because no sin can become a virtue. Other commentators say that sins 
will be forgiven after a person is inspired to repent. They will then be replaced 
by his future good deeds. ["Ruhul Ma'ani"] 

"Whoever repents and performs good deeds has certainly turned to Allah in 
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earnestness Such a person fears Allah's punishment, repents sincerely and 
resolves never to sin again. 

Allah then describes the tenth quality of His bondsmen. Allah says that they 
are "those who do not engage in acts of deceit..." Acts of deceit refer to all deeds that 
are contrary to the Shari'ah. Just as everyone understands that sinful deeds are 
forbidden, it should also be understood that it is also forbidden to be present in 
gatherings where sins are perpetrated. A Muslim should never go to temples and 
ceremonies of the polytheists andHhe disbelievers. They must also refrain from 
attending places where singing, dancing and drinking liquor takes place, even 
though they may not be participating. 

Being present in such places increases the numbers in attendance, which is 
also forbidden. Secondly, attending these places causes the heart to darken, to 
harden, and decreases one's capacity to perform good deeds. Frequenting these 
places extinguishes all desire for good deeds within one's heart and makes one 
grow accustomed to sin. 

The wedding ceremonies that take place nowadays are infested with sin. 
Photos, videos, dancing, singing and all other vices pollute the affair, thus 
making it unlawful (Hardm) to attend. Muslims should stay far from these 
functions for the safety of their Iman. 

Other commentators have interpreted the above verse to mean that the 
"bondsmen of Rahman" do not give false evidence and testimony. False testimony 
is a major sin. In fact, certain Ahadith state that it is the worst of all sins. 

Sayyidina Khuraim bin Fatik ^ narrates that once after the Fajr Salah, 
The Holy Prophet ii ju thrice announced, "Giving false testimony is 

tantamount to polytheism (shirk)\" Thereafter the Holy Prophet (JUj Up ^ 
recited the following verse of Surah Hajj "So abstain from the impurity of idols and 
abstain from false talk in a state that you are inclined only towards Allah, not ascribing 
any partners to Him." { Abu Dawud } 

"... when they pass by frivolous acts , they pass by gracefully." This is the 
eleventh quality of the "bondsmen of Rahman." They detest gatherings in which 
people indulge in frivolous and futile things. They pass by without giving it a 
second glance. Even if someone from the gatherings invites them to participate, 
they ignore the call and hasten by. 

"Those who , when they are reminded by the verses of their Lord , do not fall down 
deaf and blind." They pay heed to the advice of the Qur'an, exert themselves to 
understand these, and act accordingly. This is the distinctive quality of all 
believers (Muminin). 

Describing the thirteenth quality, Allah says that they are "Those who say, 'O 
our Lord! Accord to us the coolness of our eyes from our spouses and children../" They 
pray to Allah to make their spouses and children pious, obedient and a source of 
comfort and solace for them. 

Pious people are just as concerned about the spiritual welfare of their 
families as they are with their material welfare. They pay attention to the 
religious education and upbringing of their children. If children are physically 
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sound and healthy, but lacking in their spiritual welfare, they will be a burden 
and curse to their parents instead of a blessing. 

The "bondsmen of Rahman" also pray to Allah to make them 'leaders of the 
pious." It is evident that a person can be a leader of the pious only when he 
himself is pious. The "bondsmen of Rahman" do not only pray for their families, 
but for themselves as well. They ask Allah to make them righteous enough so 
that others may be inspired by their piety and follow suit. This prayer (du'd 
^teaches us that there is no harm in supplicating to Allah for spiritual leadership. 

After describing the "bondsmen of Rahman " Allah declares, "These people , 
because of their steadfastness, shall be rewarded with balconies ..." 

Allah says in Surah Saba, "For these people there shall be a double reward on 
account of what they do, and they shall rest peacefully on balconies." [Surah 34, verse 37] 

Sayyidina Abu Said Khudri -up ibi reports that the Holy Prophet JL* 
said, "Verily, the.people of Heaven will gaze towards the higher balconies 
just as you look towards the stars that are far past the easterly and westerly 
horizons. This difference will be because of the difference in ranks." The Sahabah 
r** & at:fed r "These must be the ranks of the Prophets None will be 

able to reach their ranks." 

The Holy Prophet r i— j Up i»i JU said, "I swear by the Being in Whose control 
lies my life! These will be those who believe in Allah and in the Prophets ^ 
[Bukhari p. 461] 

Sayyidina Abu Malik Ash'ari -unarrates from the Holy Prophet iut ju 
Up that there are balconies in Heaven, the inside of which can be seen from 
outside and vice versa. These are reserved for those people who speak softly, 
feed others, fast often and perform Salah by night while others are asleep. 

Allah continues to Say that in Heaven, the "bondsmen of Rahman" will "will 
receive prayers of eternal life (from the angels) and peace." The angels will also greet 
them with salam, as mentioned in Surah Zumar, "Peace be on you! May you be 
pleased. Enter therein to abide forever." [Surah 39, verse 73] 

Allah says in the same strain, "They will abide therein forever. It is surely a 
beautiful residence and abode ." 

"Say, 'My Lord would not concern Himself with you if it had not been for your 
supplication One of the interpretations of this verse is that it is addressed to the 
believers (Mu'minin). Allah tells them that if they were not worshipping Him, 
they would have no value in His estimation. 

Allah then addresses the disbelievers saying, "You have surely denied, and the 
consequences will shortly be realised (when you will be punished)." Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Mas'ud ^ says that the "consequences" refers to the battle of 

Badr, where the disbelievers leaders were killed. 


☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆ 
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In the name of Allah, The Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 


(1) Ta Sin Mim. (2) These are the verses of the Clear Book. (3) It seems like you 
will destroy yourself because they are not believing. (4) If We willed. We would 
have revealed a great sign to them from the sky, causing their necks to bow 
before it in humility. (5) Whenever any new advice from Compassionate 
(Rahman) comes to them, they are averse to it. (6) They have certainly denied, so 
shortly the news of what they used to mock at will come to them. (7) Have they 
not Seen the earth and how We cause every impeccable species to grow there? 

(8) There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe. 

(9) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful. 

CONSOLATION FOR THE HOLY PROPHET Up k AND A 
WARNING FOR THE DISBELIEVERS 

"Ma'alimut Tamil" (v3 p . 351) reports that the Holy Prophet &\ J* 

was extremely distressed when the Polytheists refused to accept his message. To 
console him Allah revealed the verse, "It seems like you will destroy yourself because 
they are not believing ." Allah tells the Holy Prophet (JUj Ua i JU not to cause 
himself so much grief because his duty was merely to convey the message. 

"If We willed , We would have revealed a great sign to them from the sky , causing 
their necks to bow before it in humility ." Allah says in this verse that He could force 
them all to believe. However, Allah has granted every person the choice to do as 
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he pleases because there is no compulsion in religion (Islam). 

Describing the attitude of the disbelievers, Allah says, "Whenever any new 
advice from Rahman comes to them, they are averse to it. They have certainly denied, so 
shortly the news (punishment) of what they used to mock at will come to them." The 
author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" says that the punishment for mockery is described>as 
"news" because the disbelievers received the news of this pending punishment in 
the Qur'an. 

Allah then describes His creative power when He says, "Have they not Seen 
the earth and how We cause every impeccable species to grow in (from which man and 
animal eat)? There is certainly a great sign (denoting Allah's greatness and oneness 
of Allah (Tauhid)) in this. However , most of them do not believe 

"Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful The disbelievers are warned 
that Allah certainly has the might to take them to task for their deeds. However, 
if they choose to repent and believe it is never too late because Allah can forgive. 
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(10) When your Lord called Musa (telling him) "Go to the oppressive nation..." 
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(11)"... The nat i° n °f Fir'aun. Do they not fear Allah?" (12) Musa Up said, 

"O my Lord! I fear that they will falsify me." (13) "(And I fear that) my chest 
would be constricted and that my tongue will not be able to move. So send for 
Harun." (14) "They also have a charge against me and I fear that they will kill 
me." (15) Allah said, "Never! The two of you should proceed with Our signs. We 
are definitely listening well with you two." (16) "Go to Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and 
tell him, 'We are messengers of the Lord of the universe... (17) "...(bearing the 
message) that you send the Bani Isra'il with us." (18) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, 
"Did we not raise you among us as a newborn child? And did you not live with 
us for many years of your life?" (19) "You committed the deed that you did and 
you were ungrateful." (20) Musa (OLJt Up said, "I.did it at that time when I was 
from the mistaken ones." (21) "I then fled from you people when I feared you. 

My Lord then conferred wisdom on me and included me among the apostles." 

(22) "The favour that you remind me of was because you enslaved the Bani 
Isra'il" (23) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, "What is the Lord of the universe?" (24) Musa 
^%J\ Up said, "The Lord of the heavens, the earth and whatever is between the 
two; if you will be convinced." (25) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said to those around him, 

"Do you hear?" (26) Musa 4 *Lp said, "He is your Lord and the Lord of your 
forefathers." (27) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, "Indeed your messenger who has been 
sent to you is certainly insane." (28) Musa fV-Ji Up said, "He is the Lord of the 
East, the West and whatever is between the two; if you can un derstand." (29) 
Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, "If you take another as a deity besides myself, I shall 
definitely make you of the prisoners!" (30) Mgsa (OLJi Up said, "Even if I bring 
you a clear proof?" (31) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said "Bring it if you are truthful." (32) 

So Musa U* cast down his staff and it suddenly became a manifest serpent. 

(33) And he withdrew his hand, which instantly turned white for all to see. 

SAYYIDINA MUSA AND HARUN u^Ip CONVERSE WITH 

PHARAOH (FIR'AUN) 

Sayyidina Musa Up was bom to a woman of the Bani Isra'il who were 
then living in Egypt. Pharaoh (Fir'aun), the Pharaoh of Egypt, was an arch enemy 
of the Bani Isra'il. He used to kill the sons bom to the Bani Isra'il and keep the 
girls in his service. Allah inspired the mother of Sayyidina Musa Up to place 
him in a basket, which was then cast down a river. 

Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) wife found the basket and convinced Pharaoh (Fir'aun) 
to adopt the child as his own. However, the child refused to suckle from anyone. 
Eventually Sayyidina Musa's Up sister told Pharaoh (Fir'aun) to employ her 
mother to suckle the child. This was done, thereby allowing Sayyidina Musa Up 
^LJ\ to be returned to his mother, although temporarily. He grew up in 
Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) palace until he became a young man. 

It once occurred that when assisting a person of the Bani Isra'il, Sayyidina 
Musa Up mistakenly killed a Copt. He was then advised to leave Egypt 
when the news spread. He then went to Madyan, where he married and lived for 
ten years as a shepherd. 

On his return from Madyan after ten years, he was travelling in the desert, 
when he saw what appeared to be a fire. Bidding his wife to tarry while he 
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collected some flames to stoke a fire of their own, or so that he could find a 
guide, he proceeded to the fire. However, it was really not a fire, and it was there 
that Allah made him a Prophet. Allah then commanded him to preach the 
message of Tauhid to Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his people. 

Allah told him, "Go to the oppressive nation, the nation of Pharaoh (Fir'aun). Do 
they not fear Allah?' Musa Up said, 'O my Lord! I fear that they will falsify me. 
(And I fear that) my chest would be constricted and that my tongue will not be able to 
move. So send for Harun (so that he could assist me in the task). 

Sayyidina Musa U* continued to beseech Allah saying, "They also have a 
charge against me (because I killed the Copt) and I fear that they will kill me" 

Allah accepted the request of Sayyidina Musa Up and made Sayyidina 
Harun ftUJi U* a Prophet as well and said in reply to Sayyidina Musa's Ji Up 
apprehensions, "Never! (They will never be able to kill you) The two of you should 
proceed with Our signs. We are definitely listening well with you two. Go to Pharaoh 
(Fir'aun) and tell him, 'We are messengers of the Lord of the universe (bearing the 
message) that you send the Bani Isrd'il with us ." 

Sayyidina Musa ftUJi Up then took Sayyidina Harun Up with him to 
pharaoh (Fir'aun). Upon reaching Egypt, they proceeded to convey the message 
to pharaoh (Fir'aun). Thereupon, "Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said , 'Did we not raise you 
among us as a newborn child? And did you not live with usfor many years of your life? 
You committed the deed that you did and (by killing the Copt. You were supposed to have 
been grateful to usfor our favours on you. However) you were ungrateful." 

Confessing to his error, 'Musa fUUi Up said , 7 did it at that time when I was 
from the mistaken ones. "The death of the Copt was a sheer accident. However, the 
Copts were unforgiving and resolved to execute Sayyidina Musa Ji Up. 
Referring to this, he told pharaoh (Fir'aun), 7 then fled from you people when 1 feared 
you. My Lord then conferred wisdom on me and included me among the apostles ." 

Sayyidina Musa Up continued to tell Pharaoh (Fir'aun), "The favour that 
you remind me of was because you enslaved the Bani Isrd'il" In this brief statement, 
Sayyidina Musa (OLJi Up tells pharaoh (Fir'aun) that he was forced to raise 
Sayyidina Musa Up as a child because of his oppressive behaviour towards 
the Bani Isra'Il. If he had not started killing the boys of the Bani Isra'Il and 
enslaving the others, Sayyidina Musa's -Up mother would not have cast her 
child into the river. Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) wife would then never have found him 
and convinced her husband to raise him. 

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) reminded Sayyidina Musa f'UJt Up of the one person 
whom he killed by mistake, yet he never thought to mention the thousands that 
he killed oppressively. Pharaoh (Fir'aun) sought to conceal his atrocities by 
mentioning his one favour to Sayyidina Musa -Up. 

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) claimed to be the Lord of the universe. Therefore, when 
Sayyidina Musa and Harun Up told him, 'We are the messengers of the Lord of 
the universe," he asked them "What is the Lord of the universe?" With the question, 
he started to interrogate the two messengers so that his courtiers could be 
satisfied with him. Some questions have also been mentioned in verses 49 to 53 
of Surah TaHa (Surah 20). 
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In response to his first question, "Musa f’S-Jt Jt said, '(The Lord of the 
universe is) The Lord of the heavens, the earth and Whatever is between the two; 
if you will be convinced.” 

Since his courtiers had never heard this before. Pharaoh (Fir'aun) laughingly 
said to them. "Do you hear?" Sayyidina Musa u* added by saying about 
Allah that "He is your Lord and the Lord of your forefathers." Dumbstruck by this 
assertion, all Pharaoh (Fir'aun) could say to his courtiers was, "Indeed your 
messenger who has been sent to you is certainly insane." Here Pharaoh (Fir'aun) used 
the same line against Allah's Holy Prophets that other nations used to say about 
the other Prophets (•*-)' 

"Musa up said, 'He is the Lord of the East, the West and whatever is between 
the two; if you can understand (then accept what we say)." Adopting the stance of 
tyrants who are unable to hold their own without using force, “Fir'oun said, 'If 
you take another as a deity besides myself I shall definitely make you of the prisoners!"' 

Undeterred by Pharaoh's (Fir'aun’s) threats, "Musa ftUJi Up said, '(Will you 
imprison me) Even if I bring you a clear proof?’ Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, 'Bring it if 
you are truthful. 

"So Musa *■>'—!i Up cast down his staff and it suddenly became a manifest serpent. 
And he withdrew his hand, which instantly turned (shining) white for all to see." These 
were two of the miracles that Allah had given to Sayyidina Musa u*. 

Ibn Kathir (v. 3 p. 233) reports that Sayyidina Musa's U—Ji Up hand shone as 
bright as a piece of the moon. Thereafter Pharaoh (Fir'aun) called for his 
magicians to challenge Sayyidina Musa Up, as will be presently' explained. 
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(34) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said to the ministers around him, "This is certainly a 

knowledgeable magician." (35) ".He intends to expel you from your land with 

his magic. What do you advise?" (36) They replied, "Grant him and his brother 
respite while you dispatch recruiters to the towns..." (37) "...who will bring 
every learned magician to you." (38) So the magicians were gathered for an 
appointment on the specified day. (39) The people were asked, "Have you all 
gathered?" (40) "Perhaps we should follow the magicians if they emerge as 
victors." (41) When the magicians came, they asked Pharaoh (Fir'aun), "Shall we 
receive any prize if we are victorious?" (42) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, "Certainly! 
Then you shall be from those who are close to me." (43) Musa U* said, 
"Throw what you wish to throw." (44) So they threw their ropes and staffs 
saying, "By Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) honour! We shall certainly be the victors!" (45) 
Then Musa threw his staff, which instantly swallowed what they conjured. (46) 
The magicians were cast down in prostration. (47) They submitted, "We believe 
in the Lord of the universe... (48) "... in the Lord of Musa and Harun." (49) 
Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, "Have you believed in him before I could permit you? 

He must certainly be your leader who has taught you magic! You shall shortly 
come to learn! I will amputate your hands and feet from opposite sides and 
crucify all of you!" (50) They said, "It matters not. We shall surely return to our 
Lord." (51) "We desire that our Lord forgive our sins because we have been the 
first believers." 

PHARAOH (FIR'AUN) CALLS THE MAGICIANS TO CHALLENGE 
SAYYIDINA MUSA Up, BUT THEY ARE DEFEATED AND 
BELIEVE IN ALLAH 

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) was unable to reply to Sayyidina Musa Up, but 
needed to maintain his sway over the people. Therefore, "Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said 
to the .ministers around him, 'This is certainly a knowledgeable magician. He intends 
to expel you from your land with his magic. What do you advise?"' 

According to Surah A'raf, the ministers made the above statement. There is 
no contradiction here because people always say what their leaders say. It is 
therefore probable that they merely repeated what Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said. 

The ministers then offered their advice by saying to Pharaoh (Fir'aun), 
"Grant him and his brother respite while you dispatch recruiters to the towns who will 
bring every learned magician to you." 

Surah Taha mentions that Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said to Sayyidina Musa fiuJ Up, 
"arrange an appointment between us, that neither us nor you will violate. Fix an open 
plain for this.' Musa pLJ\ Up said, 'Your appointment shall be on the day of adornment, 
and the people should be gathered at midmoming." [Surah 20, verses 58,59] 

Everyone was gathered on an open plain on the day and the news of 
Sayyidina Musa and Harun's ftUJi UJLp message of oneness of Allah (Tauhid) had 
already spread. People had been talking that they would follow the way of the 
victor. They said that they would follow the beliefs of the magicians if they won 
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the contest. They also had it in mind to follow Sayyidina Musa fV-J' Up if he won, 
but they never mentioned this out of fear for Pharaoh (Fir'aun) himself. It is for 
this reason that they indirectly indicated to this by adding the word " Perhaps " in 
their statement, when they said, "Perhaps we shall follow the magicians if they emerge 
as victors. 

Like all people whose interests are restricted to this world, the first thing 
that the magicians asked Pharaoh (Fir'aun) was, "Shall we receive any prize if we are 
victorious? 'Certainly!" replied Fir'oun, "You will not only be handsomely 
rewarded, but "you shall be from those who are close to me." 

When the contest began, the magicians asked "O Musa! Either you throw, or 
we be first to throw." 'Musa said, 'Throw what you wish to throw.’ So they 

threw their ropes and staffs saying, 'By Fir'oun's honour! We shall certainly be the 
victors! 

"Then Musa threw his staff which (became a large serpent that) instantly 
swallowed what they conjured ." When the magicians saw that Sayyidina Musa's Up 

serpent swallowed all the snakes that they had conjured, they realised that 
he was not a magician because none could be better than them. They realised 
that he must be Allah's Prophet because such a demonstration can be possible 
only with Allah's help. This conviction caused them to be "cast down in prostration 
(whereupon) they submitted, 'We believe in the Lord of the universe, in the Lord of Musa 
and Harun .'" 

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) was now belittled because the very people whom he 
employed to falsify Sayyidina Musa Up and Sayyidina Harun had 

now become their followers. To save face, he therefore resorted to threatening 
them. He told them, "Have you believed in him before I could permit you?" He was so 
besotted by his authority that he even wished to be master of their thoughts and 
heartfelt inclinations. Many leaders wish to force their subjects into conforming 
to their beliefs, whereas this is not in their control. 

He then told them, "He [Sayyidina Musa ftuJi ■Up] must certainly be your leader 
who has taught you magic (because of which you allowed him to be victorious)! You shall 
shortly come to learn! I will amputate your hands and feet from opposite sides and 
crucify all of you!" 

Since they now possessed the courage of Belief (Iman), the magicians were 
undeterred by Pharaoh's (Fir aim’s) threats. "They said, 'It matters not. We shall 
surely return to our Lord ."They were convinced that Allah would reward them for 
their Belief (Iman) and determination. They continued to say, "We desire that our 
Lord forgive our sins because we have been the first believers (among all those present at 
that time)." 
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(52) We sent revelation to Musa saying, "Lead My bondsmen away by night. 
You will certainly be followed." (53) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) sent recruiters to the 
towns. (54) "They are but a small group..." (55) ". ..who have certainly infuriated 
us..." (56) "....when we are an alert force." (57) So We removed them from 
gardens and springs... (58) ". . . And from treasures and a splendid setting. (59) 
This is how it was. And We made the Bani Isra'Il successors to them. (60). So at 
sunrise, they pursued them. (61) When the two parties set eyes on each other, 
Musa 's people said, "We will surely be apprehended." (62) "Never!" replied 
Musa, "My Lord is with me and He will certainly guide me." (63) So We sent 
revelation to Musa telling him, "Strike the sea with your staff." It then split 
open, each portion being like a huge mountain. (64) On that occasion We drew 
the others closer. (65) And We rescued Musa and all those who were with him. 
(66) Then We drowned the others. (67) There is certainly a great sign in this. 
However, most of them do not believe. (68) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most 
Merciful. 


ALLAH COMMANDS SAYYIDINA MUSA f %Ji Up TO LEAD HIS 

PEOPLE AWAY AT NIGHT THEY ARE PURSUED, BUT PHARAOH 
(FIR'AUN) AND HIS PEOPLE ARE EVENTUALLY DROWNED 

Allah says that He " sent revelation to Musa saying, 'Lead My bondsmen away by 
night/" However, Allah warned him by saying, " You will certainly be followed." 
Allah also reassured Sayyidina Musa 44 by telling him that even if he is 
followed, he should never fear anything. Allah says in verse 77 of Surah TaHa 
(Surah 20), "Neither should you fear anyone pursuing you , nor should you have any 
other fear." 

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) always feared that the Bani Isra'Il would soon leave 
Egypt/ so he hastily tried to muster a force to restrain them. Allah says, "Pharaoh 
(Fir aun) sent recruiters to the towns/' To reassure his soldiers that they have 
nothing to fear, he told them that the Bani Isra'Il "are but a small group..." 

To incite them further he told them that the Bani Isra'Il are people "who have 
certainly infuriated us (by many acts that they have carried out. We cannot allow 
them to escape, because) we are an alert force." Other commentators like Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Mas'ud have interpreted this statement to mean that they 

are a well-equipped and well-armed force. 

However, Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his army were delayed and caught up with 
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the Bani Isra'il only when the latter were at the coast. The day was already bright 
when the two armies caught sight of each other. 

Allah says, "So at sunrise, they pursued them. When the two parties set eyes on 
each other, Musa's people said (when they saw the overwhelming strength of 
Pharaoh's (Fir aim's) army), 'We will surely be apprehended.' 'NeverV replied Musa, 
'My Lo ri is with me and He will certainly guide me. 

Allah says that He "sent revelation to Musa telling him, 'Strike the sea with your 
staff It then split open (into many paths), each portion (path) being (being bounded by 
walls of water that were each) like a huge mountain." 

The Bani Isra'il crossed the sea. Pharaoh (Fir aun) and his army did not stop 
to think what was the cause of this unusual spectacle. If they had stopped to 
think about it, they would also have realised that Sayyidina Musa Up was 
Allah's true messenger. Even if they believed at that moment, they could have 
been saved from destruction. However, they blindly observed the spectacle and 
then charged behind the Bani Isra'il. 

As the Bani Isra'il reached the other shore, the waters again converged and 
drowned Fir'oun and his entire army. Allah says in verses 90 and 91 of Surah 
Yunus (Surah 10), "Until (the time came when) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) began to drown, he 
said, 'I believe that there is no deity except Him in Whom the Bani Isra'il believe, and I 
am from those who surrender. Allah then told him, "Do you believe now? When you 
were disobedient before and among the corrupters?" 

Pharaoh (Fir'aun) thought that he would soon seize the Bani Isra'il and that 
he would return to his pleasures. Little did he know that this would not be. He 
was never to enjoy the pleasures that he was accustomed to. Allah says about 
him and his army, "So We removed them from gardens and springs. And from 
treasures and a splendid setting." 

With regard to his plight in the Hereafter, Allah says in verses 98 and 99 of 
Surah Hud (Surah 11), "He zvill lead his people on the Day of Judgement and enter 
them into the Fire. It is an evil place indeed in which they shall be entered. Curse has 
been made to pursue them in this world and in the Hereafter as well. It will be an evil 
prize that they will receive." 

After mentioning that Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) people were deprived of all their 
worldly pleasures, Allah says, "This is how it was. And We made the Bani Isra'il 
successors to them." The commentators Wahidi u ^ ^ and Sayyidina Hasan 
Basri <i* say that Allah allowed the Bani Isra'il to return to Egypt and enjoy 
the pleasures once possessed L>y the Copts. Other commentators have mentioned 
that the Bani Isra'il returned to take possession of the wealth that belonged to the 
Copts, after which they headed for Sham (Syria) with Sayyidina Musa Up. 

Another group of commentators are of the opinion that the Bani Isra'il did 
return to rule Egypt, but only during the time of Sayyidina Sulayman Up. In 
m y humble opinion, this is the best interpretation. The verses do not restrict the 
occurrence to any specific time, so the Bani Isra'il could well have returned after 
many years. 

There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe. 
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Verily your Lord, is Mighty, the Most Merciful." Allah has the power to punish and 
reward. The believers (Mu'minin) fear His punishment and hope for His mercy. 
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(69) Recite to them the incident of Ibrahim. (70) When he said to his people and 
to his father, "What do you worship?" (71) They replied, "We worship idols and 
we are devoted to them." (72) He asked, "Do they hear you when you call to 
them?" (73) "Or can they benefit or harm you?" (74) They replied, "But we found 
our forefathers doing the same " (75) He said, "Do you see what you worship..." 

(76) ". . .you and your forebears..." (77) "... They are all my enemies, except the 
Lord of the universe." (78) "... Who has created me and Who guides me." (79) "... 
Who feeds me and gives me drink." (80)".... And who cures me when I am ill." 

(81) "... Who will grant me death and then revive me." (82) "...Whom I hope will 
forgive my shortcomings on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah)." (83) "O my Lord! 
Confer on me wisdom and join me with the righteous." (84) . .And maintain a 

favourable word for me among those who are to come." (85) "...And make me 
from the inheritors of the bounteous Heaven." (86) "Forgive my father, for he is 
among those who have deviated." (87) "Do not humiliate me on the Day when 
people will be resurrected." (88) "...The day when neither wealth nor sons will 

be of any avail." (89) ".Besides for him who comes to Allah with a sincere 

heart." 

SAYYIDINA IBRAHIM ftUi Up PREACHES ONENESS OF ALLAH 
(TAUHID) TO HIS PEOPLE AND SUPPLICATE S TO ALLAH 

Numerous verses of the Qur'an mention the debates that Sayyidina Ibrahim 
pLJ\ had with his people and with his father. A similar discussion as the one 
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above is narrated in Surah Anbiya as well. In the foregoing verse', Allah instructs 
the Holy Prophet ^3 U* ^ JU> saying, "Recite to them the incident of Ibrahim 

Sayyidina Ibrahim Up "said to his people and to his father, 'What do you 
worship?"' Although he was aware of the fact that they worshipped idols, he 
asked them the question so that they admit it and so that he could pose further 
questions to them in order to convince them of their foolishness. 

"They replied, 'We worship idols and toe are devoted to them.' Sayyidina Ibrahim 
^3 Up then asked them , "Do they hear you when you call to them (for assistance)? Or 
can they benefit (when you worship them) or harm you (when you do not)?" 

Unable to find an answer, they replied like all polytheists do by saying, "But 
we found our forefathers doing the same." They were blindly following the practices 
of their forefathers even though the truth was before them. 

Sayyidina Ibrahim Up told them, "Do you see what you (and your 
forebears) worship? They are all my enemies , except the Lord of the universe." They 
will lead one to the eternal punishment of Hell. 

Sayyidina Ibrahim ftUJi Up then proceeded to describe Allah to them. He 
mentioned that Allah is He: 

GO “Who has created me and Who guides me.” 

£2 “Who feeds me and gives me drink.” 

(2 “Who cures me when I am ill.” 

£2 “Who will grant me death and then revive me.” 

£2 “Who I hope will forgive my shortcomings on the Day of 
Judgment (QiySmah).” 

By saying this, Sayyidina Ibrahim Up hoped to impress upon the minds 
of his people that Allah has all these qualities and more, whereas their idols do 
not possess a single one of these. By making the last statement, he taught them 
that Allah is Most Forgiving and will even forgive the polytheists if they 
sincerely repent. 

The statement is also a lesson for the believers (Mu'minin) because they 
should contemplate that if a Prophet of Allah fiLJs Up considered himself to have 
shortcomings, they are more needy of Allah's forgiveness and should repent 
more. 

The verses then describe certain supplications of Sayyidina Ibrahim Up. 
He said, "O my Lord! Confer on me wisdom ..." 'Wisdom" refers to perfect 
understanding and knowledge. It ma^ also refer to the knowledge of Allah's 
injunctions and His attributes. Other commentators have mentioned that it refers 
to Prophethood. ["Ruhul Ma'dni " v. 19 p. 98] 

". and join me with the righteous." The 'Salihin" (Righteous people) are 

those who have been accepted by Allah. Knowledge and deeds are worthless if 
Allah does not accept them. It is for this reason that Sayyidina Ibrahim Up 
asked Allah for this in addition to the du'a for knowledge. 

Sayyidina Ibrahim Up prayed further saying, "And maintain a favourable 
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word for me among those who are to come." He asked Allah to make the forthcoming 
Prophet fM-Ji Up and their Ummahs remember him in good faith. Allah accepted 
this du'a of his and all the nations after him revere him and hold him in high 
esteem. It is no secret that the Ummah of the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up have a 

especially high regard for him. 

Allah even addresses the Holy Prophet j Up U in the Qur'an saying, 
"Then We sent revelation to you that, 'Follow the creed of Ibrahim. The Ummah of 
the Holy Prophet Up ii remember Sayyidina Ibrahim .‘juJi Ut when they 
say in the final sitting posture of every Salah, "O Allah! Convey Your special 
mercies on Muhammad 4-1 h\ and on the family of Muhammad -dip <&\ 

Id-j like you have conveyed these on Sayyidina Ibrahim r :uJi Up and the family of 
Sayyidina Ibrahim *>." 

Sayyidina Ibrahim J' <4* prayed further by saying, "And make me from the 
inheritors of the bounteous Heaven." This teaches us that a person should continue 
to ask for Heaven irrespective of hioner piety. 

"Forgive my father, for he is among those who have deviated." He prayed that 
Allah should guide his father to accept oneness of Allah (Tauhid), thereby 
qualifying himself for forgiveness. The details of this prayer (du'a) have been 
discussed in the commentary of verse 114 of Surah Tauba (Surah 9) and verse 41 
of Surah Ibrahim (Surah 14). 

"Do not humiliate me on the Day when people will be resurrected; the day when 
neither wealth nor sons will be of any avail, besides for him who comes to Allah with a 
whole heart.” Together with supplicating for Heaven, one should also seek refuge 
from being disgraced on the Day of Judgment (Qiydmah) by suffering 
punishment. 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ^ 4>i reports from the Holy Prophet <4* 4>i 
r 1 "j that Sayyidina Ibrahim —)i Ut will meet his father Azar on the Day of 
Judgment (Qiydmah). His father's face will be dark and dreary. Sayyidina 
Ibrahim J' tip will tell his father, "Did I not tell you that you should not 
disobey me?" His father will reply, "If you command me to follow you now, I 
will do so." 

Sayyidina Ibrahim r XJi Up will then supplicate to Allah saying, "O Allah! 
You promised me that you will not humiliate me on the Day of Judgment 
(Qiydmah). What humiliation can be greater than the fact that my father is 
destroyed? Allah will tell him, "I have forbidden Heaven for the disbelievers. O 
Ibrahim! Look down." When he will look down, he will see a filthy, hairy 
scorpion (which was once his father). The scorpion will then be flung into Hell. 
[Bukhari p. 473] 

When Sayyidina Ibrahim W~Ji Up will see the despicable condition of his 
father, he will detest it greatly and forget any humiliation. 

Sayyidina Ibrahim r XJi Up describes the Day of Judgement as "the day when 
neither wealth nor sons will be of any avail." This is a great lesson for those who are 
besotted with earning the things of this world without caring for Lawful (Haldl) 
and unlawful (Haram) means. In the process they discard the obligations 
(Fara'idh) and Compulsories practices of religion. They should remember that all 





this will destroy them on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah). However, if they earn 
their wealth lawfully and spend it in lawful and meritorious avenues, they will 
the fruits of it on the Day of Judgement. 


Sayyidina Ibrahim u* says that wealth and children will only assist the 
person "who comes to Allah with a sincere heart " 

Note: "And maintain a favourable word for me among those who are to come." 
This prayer (du'a) of Sayyidina Ibrahim <d* teaches us that it is 
necessary for a believer (Mu'min) to desire that his name must not be 
smothered in this world. Although none of his deeds should be 
carried out with the intention of attaining fame, he also ask Allah to 
preserve his name. None can be more sincere than the Holy Prophet 
Up yet he prayed to Allah saying, "O Allah! Make me 

small in my own eyes, but elevated in the eyes of the people/' 

This prayer (du'a) of the Holy Prophet ^j 4* & is an effective antidote to 
the poison of pride, because a person will then not think too highly of himself 
and will not look down on others. 

Every person should make an attempt to always clear his name of any 
suspicion. This is especially important for people who are known to be pious or 
holding some position in society. People are incorrect when they merely brush 
off any suspicion on themselves by saying that the slanderers will be punished 
for their slander. They should make a concerted effort to clear their names so that 
the stigma does not taint their reputation. If they do not do this, they will be 
casting people into further sin by giving them a greater opportunity to backbite. 
In addition to this they will be unable to preach to people. 
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(90) Heaven will be brought close to the pious... (91) .. while Hell will be 
revealed to the deviant ones. (92) They will be told, "Where are those whom you 
worshipped..." (93) "...besides Allah? Can they assist you or protect you?" (94) 
They will all be thrown headlong therein, together with those gone astray... (95) 
... and the entire army of Satan (Iblis). (96) While disputing there, they will say... 
(97) ..."By Allah! We were certainly in manifest error..." (98) "...when we equated 
you to the Lord of the universe. (99) "Only the criminals led us astray." (100) 
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"Now there is no intercessor for us..." (101) "... and no bosom friend either." 
(102) "If only we were given the chance to return. Then we would have been 
from the believers." (103) "There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most 
of them do not believe." (104) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful. 

THE REMORSE AND DISPUTES OF THE PEOPLE IN HELL, WHEN 
THEY WISH TO BE RETURNED TO THE WORLD 

The above verses depict the scene on the Day of Judgement. Allah begins 
by saying that, on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah), "Heaven will be brought 
close to the pious , while Hell will be revealed to the deviant ones." The pious 
people will be exuberant, while the others will be filled with fear. The 
disbelievers will then be asked, "Where are those whom you worshipped 
besides Allah? Can they assist you or protect you (from the pending 
punishment)?" 

Thereafter, "They will all be thrown headlong therein, together with those 
gone astray and the entire army of Satan (Iblis)/' 

"While disputing there (in Hell), they will say, 'By Allah! We were certainly 
in manifest error when we equated you to the Lord of the universe." Swearing by 
Allah, they will admit to their folly. They will also admit to their blind following 
and say, "Only the criminals led us astray." 

Realising that they cannot escape the imminent doom ahead, they will say 
"Now there is no intercessor for us, and no bosom friend either. If only we were 
given the chance to return (to the world). Then we would have been from the 
believers (and discarded our heretic beliefs)." 

Allah then repeats His announcement when He says, "There is certainly a 
great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe. Verily your Lord is 
Mighty, the Most Merciful." 
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(105) The people of Nuh denied the apostles. (106) When their brother Nuh said 
to them, "Do you not fear?" (107) "I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to 
you. (108) "So fear Allah and obey me." (109) "I do not ask you for any 
remuneration for this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord 
of the universe." (110) "So fear Allah and obey me." (Ill) They replied, "Should 
we believe in you when the lowest of people follow you?" (112) He said, "Why 
should I be concerned about their deeds?" (113) "Their reckoning is the duty of 
my Lord. If only you would perceive!" (114) "I shall never discard the believers. 
(115) "I am merely a clear wamer." (116) They said, "O Nuh! If you do not desist, 
you will certainly be of those who are stoned." (117) Nuh ptUJi Up said, "O my 
Lord! My people have falsified me." (118) "So decide between me and them, and 
rescue myself and those believers who are with me. (119) So We rescued him 
and those with him in a brimming ark. (120) Thereafter We drowned the rest. 
(121) There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them do not 
believe. (122) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful. 

SAYYIDINA NUH f *Jt Up PREACHES ONENESS OF ALLAH 
(TAUHID) TO HIS PEOPLE, BUT THEY REJECT HIM AND ARE 

finally drowned in the floods 

After citing the incident of Sayyidina Ibrahim i Up, Allah continues to 
narrate the stories of many other Prophets The first of these is 

Sayyidina Nuh Up, followed by those of Sayyidina Hud pLJ\ Up, Sayyidina 
Salih Up, Sayyidina Lut Up and Sayyidina Shu'ayb Up. 

Sayyidina Nuh Up advised his people to abstain from polytheism 
(shirk), telling them that he is " certainly a trustworthy messenger" to them because 
he is only conveying to them what he has been instructed by Allah. Therefore, he 
told them, "So fear Allah and obey me. I do not ask you for any remuneration for this 
(i.e. for my efforts in propagation). My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, 
the Lord of the universe. So fear Allah and obey me. " He exhorted them to reflect 
upon his position and consider why he is making such a great effort without any 
worldly motives. 

Sayyidina Nuh f'UJ Up exerted him self in preaching to them for 950 years, 
but only a few accepted his message. One of the excuses that the people used for 
not accepting his message was that they said, "Should we believe in you when the 
lowest of people follow you ? " 

They detested associating with the lower classes, just as the polytheists of 
Makkah felt. They therefore indicated that they would believe in him only if he 
disassociated with those of the lower classes of society. The polytheists of 
Makkah also wanted the Holy Prophet Up ito JU to disassociate himself from 
certain Sahabah ^ j like Sayyidina Bilal ** & ^j , Sayyidina Suhayb & 
Sayyidina Ammar -up 2ui and others. 

Sayyidina Nuh Up replied by saying, "Why should I be concerned about 
their deeds?" In this statement he made it clear to them that he was not concerned 
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about the occupations of people, even though others may consider it to be low 
and mean. The criteria are belief (Iman) and good deeds. Allah takes these two 
things into account when judging people and not their worldly occupations. 

He told them, "Their reckoning is the duty of my Lord. If only you would 
perceivef" Allah will decide their status on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah) in 
accordance to their Belief (Iman) and good deeds. By saying this, he also alluded 
to the fact that they must be conscious about their own fate on the day of* 
Judgement. 

He then made it clear to them that he will never pander to their wishes by 
telling them, "I shall never discard the believers. I am merely a clear warner." He told 
them that his duty was to inform them of Allah's commands, which he had 
accomplished. 

Some commentators have mentioned that the nation of Sayyidina Nuh Up 

meant to tell him that the lower class people were not sincere believers, but 
followed him for ulterior motives. It was in reply to this allegation that he told 
them, "Why should I be concerned about their deeds (i.e. their inner motives. I shall 
believe in what I can see of them)?" He told them further that only Allah can judge 
the inner condition of people because "Their reckoning is the duty of my Lord. If only 
you would perceive (the laws of Religion , then you woidd have understood this)!" 

Unable to argue any further, "They said , 'O Nuh! If you do not desist , you will 
certainly be of those who are stoned/" Surah Hud [Surah 11, verses 25-35] and Surah 
Nuh [Surah 71, verses 1-23] make mention of other arguments that the people had 
with Sayyidina Nuh Up. 

After an extremely trying and difficult period of 950 years, Sayyidina Nuh's 

Up patience could not take any more. It was only then that he finally 
supplicated to Allah saying, "O my Lord! My people have falsified me. So decide 
between myself and them (by punishing them), and rescue myself and those believers who 
are with me." 

Allah then instructed him to build an ark and, when it was completed, 
water began to flood the earth from beneath and above it. Allah commanded the 
people on the ark saying, "Embark upon it! With the name of Allah shall it travel and 
anchor. Surely my Lord is the Most Forgiving , the Most Merciful Allah says, "So We 
rescued him and those with him in a brimming ark. Thereafter We drowned the rest ." 
The entire episode is recounted in Surah A'raf [Surah 7, verses 59-64] and Surah 
Hud [Surah 11, verse 25-49]. 

Note: Allah mentions in the beginning, "The people of Nuh denied the apostles." 
Although only one Prophet was sent to them [viz. Sayyidina Nuh u 
Allah uses the plural form by saying "apostles" instead of 
"apostle." This is so because denying one Prophet is tantamount to 
denying all of them, since all of them preached the same message of 
oneness of Allah (Tauhid). Therefore, denying the oneness of Allah 
(Tauhid) preached by one Prophet is the same as denying the message 
propagated by all of them. 

In addition, every Prophets ftM ^ instructed his Ummah to believe in the 
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prophets ^ after him. Therefore, by denying the message of any Prophet, 
people also deny this instruction, and will deny all the other Prophets f!>ui ^ as 
well. 



(123) The Ad denied the apostles. (124) When their brother Hud aJ* told 
them, "Do you not fear?" (125) "I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you." 
(126) "So fear Allah and obey me." (127) "I do not ask you any remuneration for 
this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the universe." 
(128) "Do you build a monument on every elevated place for sport?" (129) "And 
do you construct large palaces so that, perchance, you may live forever?" (130) 
"...And, when you seize control, you seize like tyrants." (131) So fear Allah and 
obey me. (132) "Fear the Being Who has strengthened you with the things that 

you know..." (133) ".He has strengthened you with animals, sons..." (134) 

orchards and springs." (135) "Undoubtedly I fear for you the punishment of a 
great day." (136) They replied, "It is immaterial to us whether you advise us or 
whether you are not from the advisors." (137) "This is iherely the behaviour of 
the old men." (138) "We shall never be punished." (139) They falsified him so 
We destroyed them. There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of 
them do not believe. (140) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful. 


SAYYIDINA HUD Up IS SENT TO HIS NATION, BUT THEY 
DENY HIM 

Sayyidina Hud {OUJi u* was sent as the Prophet to his nation, called the Ad. 
However, they behaved just like the people of Sayyidina Nuh fXJi u*. He told 
them, "Do you not fear? I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you. So fear Allah 
and obey me. 1 do not ask you any remuneration for this. My remuneration is the 
responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the universe." 

The Ad were an extremely powerful nation, as described in Surah A'raf, 
where Sayyidina Hud fU-J' U* told them that Allah had increased them 








"Considerably in stature" compared to other nations. Allah says about them in 
Surah Fajr "Any One like them was not created in the cities 

Sayyidina Hud Up asked them, "Do you build a monument on every 
elevated place for sport?" Allama Qurtubi u* i»\ writes that they used to sit on 
these huge monuments and poke fun at passing travellers. They also constructed 
such large and fortified palaces that a person would think that they are to live 
there eternally. It is in reference to this that Sayyidina Hud f'UJi Up told them, 
"And do you construct large palaces so that, perchance, you may live forever?" 

Certain commentators have interpreted the verse to mean that they built 
these huge palaces with the hope that they would live eternally. Others interpret 
it to mean that they built these palaces so that they do not have to worry about 
death reaching them there. 

Sayyidina Hud Up also told them, "And, when you seize control, you seize 
like tyrants" Because of their enormous stature and build, they grew very 
arrogant and used to exclaim, "Who can be more powerful than us?" Therefore, they 
plundered many cities and mercilessly slaughtered the people there. 

"So fear Allah and obey me. Fear the Being Who has strengthened you with the 
things that you know. He has strengthened you with animals, Sons, orchards and 
springs." It is therefore necessary that they be grateful to Allah and worship Him. 

Sayyidina Hud f%-J» Up compassionately warned them saying, "Undoubtedly l 
fear for you the punishment of a great day." Like the day, the punishment will also 
be severe. 

Not heeding what he said, "They replied, 'It is immaterial to us whether you 
advise us or whether you are not from the advisors (we will do as we please. As for 
the things you warn us about,) this is merely the behaviour of the old men." They 
meant to tell him that Judgment day (Qiyamah) would never come despite the 
warnings of the previous generations. They also added, "We shall never be 
punished." 

"They falsified him so We destroyed them." They were then destroyed by a 
severe windstorm which blew relentlessly for seven nights and eight days. The 
details of their punishment are mentioned in Surah HaMirn Sajdah, Surah Ahqaf 
, Surah Dhariyat, Surah Qamar and Surah A1 Haqa. 

Allah then repeats a previous statement, "There is certainly a great sign in this. 
However, most of them do not believe. Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful" 


ip vl a h & Z& 

% $ ojp, 'M $ y 


» 


fcJL LU U <J} op_yu\ tji w la O ) 




' < t,' 








ciirah Ash-Shuara _j6]_j4Mg9_ 


39 




% .0 4 '*£& <$ $ 2 ■£ $ 

bX 4 0, &2X bi ^ t3j $Z $ 

^ sir?" d *36 -»a£ JlS <l^5X3«)' bi 

b >x -I ^ ■* i? *' ^Di V^ Ujl^i 

JJ $ &c*£ &£J XX C ^ 4 Si td® ?iSS 


(141) The Thamud denied the apostles. (142) When their brother Salih told them, 

"Do you not fear?" (143) "I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you." (144) 

"So fear Allah and obey me." (145) "I do not ask you for any remuneration for 
this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the universe." 

(146) "Will you be left in peace with what is here?" (147) ".... In orchards, 

springs../' (148) ".plantations and date palms which have entwined thickets?" 

( 149 ) ".And you boastfully carve homes from the mountains." (150) "So fear 

Allah and obey me." (151) "Do not obey the command of the transgressors. (152) 
"...who are those who cause anarchy on earth and do not make amends." (153) 
They said, "You are but one of the bewitched ones." (154) "You are merely a 
human like ourselves. So produce a sign for us if you are from the truthful." 

(155) Salih Up said, "This is the camel. It will have a day to drink and your 
animals will have an appointed day to drink." (156) "Do not touch it with evil 
intentions, for then the punishment of a grave day will afflict you." (157) 
However, they killed the camel, but then grew to regret it. (158) The punishment 
then seized them. There is certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them 
do not believe. (159) Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful. 

THE THAMUD REJECT SAYYIDINAH SALIH *4* AND ARE 
PUNISHED 

The Thamud came after the Ad and were also a deviant nation. Allah sent 
Sayyidinah Salih f^LJt Up from among them as a Prophet. He told them, 7 am 
certainly a trustworthy messenger to you. So fear Allah and obey me. I do not ask you for 
any remuneration for this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the 
universe 

He also reminded them of the favours that Allah bestowed on them. He 
reminded them about their " orchards , springs, plantations and date palms which have 
entwined thickets ? " 

He also told them, "And you boastfully carve homes from the mountains ." Allah 
granted them the ability to carve the mountains into homes. He reminded them 
that these pleasures will be short-lived because everyone will meet their death. 

He added, "So fear Allah and obey me. Do not obey the command of the 
transgressors, wtyo are those who cause anarchy on earth and do not make amends." He 









warned them against following these people, who were sure to lead them to 
destruction. 

All they said was, "You are but one of the bewitched ones. You are merely a 
human like ourselves." Allah quotes them in Surah Qamar: "If we were to follow a 
lonesome human from among ourselves we would surely be astray and insane. Has a 
revelation come only to him from among all of us? Nay, he is but an arrogant liar. 1 ' 
[Surah 54, verses 24,25] 

Finally they told Sayyidina Salih U*, "So produce a sign for us if you are 
from the truthful." According to certain commentators, they asked him to produce 
a pregnant camel from a mountain. He warned them that they will be punished 
if they do not believe in a miracle that they request for. 

When the miracle was displayed, "Salih Up said, 'This is the camel. It will 
have a day to drink and your animals will have an appointed day to drink/" Turns were 
stipulated because the miraculous camel would drink all the water of a well by 
herself. 

However, the people disliked that the camel should receive preferential 
treatment. It was then that they mutually decided to kill her. When Sayyidina 
Salih f^LJi Up learnt about their evil intentions, he told them, "Do not touch it with 
evil intentions, for then the punishment of a grave day will afflict you. 

Not heeding his warnings, "they killed the camel, but then grew to regret it 
(when they were afflicted by Allah's punishment)." Eventually, "The punishment 
then seized them." The details of the punishment have been given in the 
commentaries of Surah A'raf [Surah 7, verses 73-79] and Surah Hud [Surah 11, verses 6 
1 - 68 ]. 

Allah says, "There is certainly a great sign in this. However , most of them do not 
believe. Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful." 
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(160) The nation of Lut denied the messengers. (161) When their brother Lut told 
them, "Do you not fear?" (162) "I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you. 
(163) "So fear Allah and obey me." (164) "I do not ask you for any remuneration 
for this, my remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord of the 
universe." (165) "Do you go unto men from the universe... (166) "... leaving aside 
your spouses whom your Lord has created for you? You are certainly a 
transgressing nation." (167) They replied, "O Lut! If you do not desist, you will 
surely be from the banished ones. (168) Lut said, "I am certainly among 

those who deplore your action." (169) "O my Lord! Save myself and my family 
from what these people do." (170) So We saved him and all the members of his 
family... (171)... except an old lady, who was among those who were left behind. 
(172) Then We destroyed the others. (173) We sent a torrential shower upon 
them. Evil indeed was the rain of those who were forewarned. (174) There is 
certainly a great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe. (175) Verily 
your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful. 

SAYYIDINA LUT <*Ji Up PREACHES TO HIS PEOPLE, BUT THEY 
THREATEN HIM THEY ARE EVENTUALLY DESTROYED BY A 
SHOWER OF STONES 

Allah sent Sayyidina Lut a* to preach to certain nations who lived on 
the banks of the Jordan river. These people practised homosexuality, as 
explained in the commentaries of Surah A'raf and Surah Hud as well. They were 
the first people on earth to engage in this filthy sin. 

They were also highway robbers. Allah quotes Sayyidina Lut a* as 
saying in Surah Ankabut, "Do you approach men, waylay the highways and perpetrate 
evil in your gatherings?" When Sayyidina Lut fiLJi U preached to them, they 
threatened him saying, "O Lut! If you do not desist, you will surely be from the 
banished ones " They mocked him by saying that he considers himself to be too 
clean to live with them. 

"Lut aJLp said, 7 am certainly among those who deplore your action." Despite 
all his efforts for many years, the people did not listen to him but continued to do 
as they had always done. Eventually, they even said to him, "Bring Allah's 
punishment to us if you are from amongst the truthful" 

Surah A'raf Surah Shu'ara and Surah Naml state that Allah showered them 
with stones. Surah Hijr and Surah Hud state that their towns were raised to the 
sky and then thrown down, and Surah Hijr adds that a scream destroyed them. 
As has been discussed in the commentary of Surah A'raf [Surah 7, verses 80-84], 
all three punishments afflicted them. 

Allah says, "So We saved him and all the members of his family except an old lady 
(Sayyidina Lilt's a* wife), who was among those who were left behind. Then We 

destroyed the others. We sent a torrential shower upon them. Evil indeed was the rain of 
those who were forewarned." The details of this have been given in the commentary 
of Surah A'raf [Surah 7, verses 80-84], Surah Hud [Surah 11, verses 77-83], Surah Hijr 
[Surah 15, verses 58-77]. More will still be mentioned in Surah Ankabut [Surah 29, 
verses 3 2-35]. 
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Allah concludes the incident by saying, "There is certainly a great sign in 
this. However ; most of them do not believe. Verily your Lord is Mighty , the Most 
Merciful." 



(176) The people of Aykah denied the messengers. (177) When Shu'ayb U* 
told them, "Do you not fear?" (178) "I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to 
you. (179) "So fear Allah and obey me." (180) "I do not ask you for any 
remuneration for this. My remuneration is the responsibility of Allah, the Lord 
of the universe." (181) "Measure in full and do not be of those who diminish." 
(182) "And weigh with a just balance. (183) "Do not deplete people's property 
and do not spread anarchy on earth." (184) "Fear the Being Who created you and 
all the previous creations." (185) They said, "You are but from the bewitched 
ones. (186) "You are but a human like ourselves. In fact, we consider you to be 
from the liars." (187) "So cause a piece of the sky to fall on us if you are from the 
truthful ones." (188) Shu'ayb f*-J» Up said, "My Lord knows best what you do." 
(189) So they falsified him and the punishment of a day of the canopy seized 
them. It was certainly a punishment of a grave day. (190) There is certainly a 
great sign in this. However, most of them do not believe. (191) Verily your Lord 
is Mighty, the Most Merciful. 

SAYYIDINA SHU'AYB pUi a* TELLS HIS PEOPLE NOT TO CHEAT 
IN WEIGHT AND MEASURE HOWEVER, THEY DISOBEY HIM 
AND ARE MADE TO SUFFER PUNISHMENT 

Sayyidina Shu'ayb Up was sent to the people of Aykah and the people 
of Madyan. One of the crimes that they perpetrated was that they cheated people 
in weighing and measuring goods. Sayyidina Shu'ayb d l - Ji *Jp told them, "Do you 
not fear? I am certainly a trustworthy messenger to you. So fear Allah and obey me. I do 
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not ask you for any remuneration for this. My remuneration is the responsibility of 
Allah, the Lord of the universe. Measure in full and do not be of those who diminish. And 
weigh with a just balance. Do not deplete people's property and do not spread anarchy 

on earth." 

The people told him, "O Shu'ayb! Does your Allah command you that we should 
forsake what our forefathers worshipped and that we should do as we please with our 
wealth?" In saying this, they meant to tell him that they will do as they please 
with their wealth and that they will weigh and measure as they desire. People 
tend to say such things when they forget that they are Allah's servants and that 
all their wealth also belongs to Allah. 


Sayyidina Shu'ayb f%-)' 4* advised them saying, "Fear the Being Who created 
you and all the previous creations ." However, they did not heed his advices and 
said, "You are but from the bewitched ones. You are but a human like ourselves. In fact, 
we consider you to be from the liars. So cause a piece of the sky to fall on us if you are 
from the truthful ones." 

"Shu'ayb 4* said, 'My Lord knows best what you do (He mil 

therefore punish you when He deems it fit. I cannot punish you). " Their evil deeds 
were sufficient to invite Allah's punishment. 


Eventually, when they became extremely rebellious, “the punishment of a day 
of the canopy seized them. It was certainly a punishment of a grave day." Explaining 
this verse, Allama Qurtubi 4* writes that Allah made the weather 

extremely hot. They all left their homes and sought shelter beneath the trees. 
Allah then sent a dense cloud towards them., which they took as a "canopy" to 
escape the heat. When they all gathered beneath the cloud, a descending fire 
scorched thon all. The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that this fire from the sky 
was exactly what they had asked for. 

Note: The word Aykah refers to a densely foliaged forest. They are referred 
to as "people of Aykah" because they lived in an area where the forest 
was extremely thick. 

This incident reads, "When Shu'ayb told them, 'Do you not fear?’” It does not 
say, "When their brother Shu'ayb told them..." as mentioned at the beginning of the 
incidents of the other Prophets f+J*. Allama Qurtubi 4* -to ^ writes that this 
is so because Sayyidina Shu'ayb was not one of the indigenous people of Aykah. 
He belonged to the people of Madyan, like Surah Hud mentions, "To Madyan. We 
sent their brother Shu'ayb." 

Concluding this narrative Allah repeats, "There is certainly a great sign in this. 
However, most of them do not believe. Verily your Lord is Mighty, the Most Merciful." 
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(192) Without doubt, this is a revelation from the Lord of the universe. (193) The 
trustworthy angel descended with it... (194) "... upon your heart so that you 
become of the wamers. (195) In the clear Arabic language. (196) Indeed, it 
received mention in the scriptures of the earlier nations. (197) Is it not sufficient 
proof to them that the scholars of the Bani IsraTl have knowledge of it? (198) If 
We were to reveal it to any non-Arab... (199) "... who was to recite it to them, they 
would never have believed in it. (200) In this manner have We inscribed 
disbelief in the hearts of the criminals. (201) They shall never believe it until 
they witness a painful punishment. (202) It will then come to them 
unexpectedly, when they do not perceive it. (203) They will then say, "Can we 
be granted respite?" (204) Do they seek to hasten Our punishment? (205) Tell 
me. If We were to allow them enjoyment for a few years... (206) "...after which 
that should come to them which they were promised... (207) "...the enjoyment 
granted to them would be of no avail to them. (208) We have destroyed only 
towns that had wamers... (209) "... to advise. We were never oppressors. (210) 

The Devils (Shayatln) do not reveal the Qur'an. (211) They are not befitting for 
this, nor have they the capability. (212) They have definitely been forbidden 
from listening. 

THE QUR'AN HAS BEEN REVEALED IN THE ARABIC LANGUAGE 
VIA THE TRUSTWORTHY ANGEL 

Referring to the Qur'an, Allah declares, "Without doubt , this is a revelation 
from the Lord of the universe. The trustworthy angel descended with it..." j ibr'U 4* 
brought the Qur'an to the Holy Prophet 4* from Allah without 

altering anything even in the slightest degree. 

Allah says that Jibr'il fMJi *jlp brought the Qur'an "upon your [Muhammad's 
a* it heart so that you become of the warners." The Holy Prophet j* 

was to warn people and advise them by means of the Qur'an. Allah says in Surah 
An'am, "This Qur'an has been revealed to me so that 1 warn you with it, as well as those 
whom it reaches." [Surah 6, verse 19] 

Allah says in Surah Shura, "in this manner did We reveal the Arabic Qur'an to 
you so that you may warn the Mother of all cities , and those around her; so that you may 
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mm them about the Day of Gathering, about which there shall be no doubt. A group 
shall be in Heaven , while another shall be in the Blaze." [Surah 42, verse 7] 

Allah says further that the Qur'an is revealed "In the clear Arabic language." 
None can refute the eloquence of the Qur'an. Until today the challenge to 
produce a single Surah equivalent to those of the Qur'an has not been met. A 
reliable friend of mine has informed me that two computers have been 
commissioned with the task of meeting the challenge of the Qur'an. Whenever 
these computers are fed with any Qur'anic verse, it concedes that it cannot match 
it. 

"....indeed, it (the Qur'an) received mention in the scriptures of the earlier 
nations." The previous scriptures made mention of the advent of the Holy 
Prophet Up & JU and the Qur'an. Even though people have adulterated 
these scriptures, such facts can still be detected. 

Certain commentators have interpreted this verse to mean that the subject 
matter contained in the Qur'an is also found in the previous scriptures, like Allah 
says in the final verse of Surah A'la, "This is certainly in the previous scriptures; in 
the scriptures of Ibrahim and Musa." [Sarah 87, verses 18,19] 

Sayyidina Ma'qal bin Yasar M ^j reports that the Holy Prophet Up iu' JU» 
pJUj said, "Surah Baqarah has been given to me from the previous scriptures, 
while Surah TaHa, the Tawasin (those Surahs beginning with 'Tawasxn') and the 
Hawamim (those Surahs beginning with 'HaMim') from the tablets of Musa Up 

Surah Fatiha and the concluding verses of Surah Baqarah ( verses 285 and 286) 
have been given to me from beneath Allah's throne. The Mufassalat (from Surah 
Hujurat until the end of the Qur'an) have been given to me as extra (i.e. no other 
Prophets f *-Ji ^ has received anything like it)." [ JdmTus Saghir] 

"Is it not sufficient proof to them that the scholars of the Bani Isrd'il have 
knowledge of it?" The learned scholars of the Bani Isra'il who lived during the 
time of the Holy Prophet Up ibt knew very well that the Qur'an was the 
truth from Allah. Some of them became Muslims, but others did not, even 
though they admitted to people in private that the Qur'an was a revelation from 
Allah. 

The Polytheists accepted the Jews to be learned people and even requested 
the Jews to teach them how to challenge the apostleship of the Holy Prophet Ju 
pUj Up ii. However, they refused to believe after the Holy Prophet fc, 3 Up JU 
replied to their challenges. 

Allah says, "If We were to reveal it (the Qur'an) to any non-Arab, who was to 
recite it to them, they would never have believed in it (even though the miracle would 
have then been greater)." 

"....in this manner have We inscribed disbelief in the hearts of the' criminals. They 
shall never believe it until they witness a painful punishment. It will then come to them 
unexpectedly, when they do not perceive" it. They will then say, ' Can we be granted 
respite?"' At this moment their belief will not be acceptable. The punishment 
referred to in this verse could refer to some worldly punishment for not believing 
or it could refer to their deaths. It will also not be incorrect to say that it refers to 
the punishment in the grave or in the Hereafter. 
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Allah then says, "Do they seek to hasten Onr punishment?" These people are 
foolish to think that Allah's punishment will not afflict them merely because it 
has not yet afflicted them. Nothing that they posses in this world will be of any 
avail to them when they suffer the punishment. With reference to this Allah says, 
"Tell me. If We were to allow them enjoyment for a few years, after which that should 
come to them which they were promised , then the enjoyment granted to them would he of 
no avail to them." 

"We have destroyed only towns that had warners to advise." Even before the 
revelation of the Qur'an, Allah only destroyed those nations who were 
disobedient after a wamer was sent to them. They advised people and 
counselled them. When the people refused to accept, they were granted further 
respite. Eventually they were totally annihilated. 

The verse warns the people whom the Qur'an addresses. It tells them that 
they should also accept the truth because they could suffer the same fate as those 
before them. Allah then says, "We were never oppressors. "Allah can never oppress 
any person. All His actions are based on some inner wisdom, which man may 
sometimes not understand. 

Allah then discusses the pristine purity of the Qur'an, when He says, "The 
Devils (Shaydtin) do not reveal the Qur'an. They are not befitting for this , nor have 
they the capability. They have definitely been forbidden from listening." The Devils 
(Shaydtin) have been banned from listening to Qur'anic revelation in the 
heavens. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that this verse refutes a statement 
made by the Quraysh that a Jinn had become subservient to the Holy Prophet 
(JL-j 4* it and was teaching him the Qur'an. Allah says that the Devils (Shaydtin) 
cannot reveal something like the Qur'an because the Qur'an guides people, 
whereas the Devils (Shaydtin) are devoted to leading people astray. 

Since Allah has deprived them of the ability to even listen to the revelation 
of the Qur'an, it is obvious that they cannot be a means to reveal it. 
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(213) Do not call to another god besides Allah, for then you will be of the 
punished ones. (214) Warn your closest relatives. (215) And be humble to those 
believers who follow you. (216) If they disobey you, then say, "Verily I am 
exonerated from what you do." (217) Rely on the Mighty, the Most Merciful... 
(218) ... Who sees you when you rise... (219) .... and sees your movements with 
those who prostrate. (220) Without doubt. He is the All Hearing, the All 
Knowing. 
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THE HOLY PROPHET ^JLij 4> ii I COMMANDED TO BE 
humble TOWARDS THE MU'MINlN and to rely solely on 
ALLAH 

Allah says in the above verses, "Do not call to another god besides Allah, for 
then you will be of the punished ones." Although the verse is addressed to the Holy 
Prophet pi- j Up it J-e, it is intended for every member of his Ummah because he 
is innocent of polytheism (shirk) and disbelief. 

Thereafter, Allah again commands the Holy Prophet ,JL - } Up J-* when He 
says, "Warn your closest relatives ." Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas '#*■ it says 
that when this verse was revealed, the Holy Prophet ,4-j Up it t5 U> mounted the 
hill of Safa and called various tribes of the Quraysh. When they all gathered, he 
asked them, "Will you people believe me if I told you that an army of horsemen 
were advancing to attack you from behind this mountain?" 

They replied, "We shall certainly believe you. We have never known you to 
be untruthful." The Holy Prophet ,X- } Up it ju said, "Then I am warning you of a 
severe punishment (if you do not believe in what I preach to you)." Thereupon 
Abu Lahab said, "May you be destroyed forever. Have you gathered us for this?" 
It was then that Surah Lahab (Surah 111 ) was revealed, where Allah says, 'May the 
hands of Abu Lahab be shattered and he be destroyed. .." 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra i' ^ , reports that the Holy Prophet ^ ■ Up it 
told them cm that occasion, "O Quraysh! Save yourselves (i.e. from Hell by 
accepting Islam). I cannot save you from the pending punishment." He said this 
taking the names of his uncle Sayyidina Abbas ** and his aunt Sayyidah 

Safiyya i** it ^>j. Then, addressing his daughter Sayyidah Fatima U* i' ^ Jr The 
Holy Prophet ^3 Up i' said, "O the daughter of Muhammad, Fatima! Ask 
whatever you please from my wealth. I cannot rescue you from Allah's 
punishment." [“Mishkdt" p. 460] 

With these words, the Holy Prophet Up it wished to impress upon 
their minds that family ties cannot save one from Allah's punishment in the 
Hereafter. The criteria for success there shall be Belief Oman) and good deeds. 

Although the Holy Prophet ^3 Up <&' J-* was a messenger to the entire 
creation, he was specifically commanded to preach to his family. This teaches 
preachers that they should never neglect their families in their efforts. The fact 
that the Holy Prophet ^3 Up iii specifically addressed Sayyidah Fatima 

4^p, who was a believer and a child then, shows that one should pay attention to 
the proper religious upbringing of one's children. 

Allah says in Surah Tahrim, "O you who believe, save yourselves and your 
families from that Fire, the fuel of which is men and stones.” It is tragic to see many 
people nowadays who excel in preaching to others, yet neglect to bring the 
message home to their families. 

The Holy Prophet (U- 3 is further commanded, "And be humble to 

those believers who follow you." The Mu'minln are more worthy of receiving a 
cordial reception. 

The fourth directive is then issued to the Holy Prophet <Jp when 
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Allah says, "If they disobey you, then say , 'Verily I am exonerated from what you do/" 
A person should not associate with the sinful behaviour of others, but should 
rather disassociate from them. 

Allah then tells the Holy Prophet Ju,, " Rely on the Mighty , the Most 

Merciful Who sees you zuhen you rise and sees your movements with those who 
prostrate. Without doubt , He is the All Hearing , the All Knowing ." Allah reassures the 
Holy Prophet ( JL- J ^ & ju, that he should never fear the disbelievers because 
Allah is Ever present and will always be there to assist. Therefore, only He must 
be relied on at all times. 
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(221) Shall I inform you of the one upon whom the Devils (Shayatln) descend? 

(222) They descend upon every lying sinner. (223) They steal a hearing and most 
of them are liars. (224) Only deviant people follow the poets. (225) Do you not 
see that they wander astray in every valley? (226) And that they say things 
which they never do? (227) Except those who believe, do good deeds, remember 
Allah abundantly and avenge themselves after being oppressed. Shortly the 
oppressors will come to know to which place they will return. 

THE DEVILS (SHAYATIN) DESCEND UPON EVERY LIAR AND 
ONLY THE DEVIANT PEOPLE FOLLOW POETS 

In reply to the allegation that a Jinn teaches the Holy Prophet JU, 

Allah says, "Shall I inform you of the one upon whom the Devils (Shayatln) descend? 
They descend upon every lying sinner. They steal a hearing and most of them are liars ." 
Those who are informed by the Devils (Shayatln) listen attentively to what they 
are being told. They then transmit the same information, adding many more lies 
to it. 

Before the advent of the Holy Prophet fl-j the Devils (Shayatln) 

used to ascend to the heavens and listen to the conversations of the angels. They 
would then transmit the news of forthcoming events to the fortune-tellers, but 
would add many lies to it. These fortune-tellers would believe them because the 
news rectified from the angels would always materialise. 

Allah then denounces poetry and poets when he says, "Only deviant people 
follow the poets." This verse also replies to the other allegation made by the 
polytheists, when they said that the Holy Prophet was a poet. 

Whereas poets say things that are fictional, the Holy Prophet ^ Up ju spoke 
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about reality to the people. 

"Do you not see that they (poets) wander astray in every valley?" 

They are ever searching for fiction to translate into poetry so that their 
followers can be happy. 

"And that they say things which they never do?" Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
^ narrates that this verse was revealed with regard to polytheists poets 

who used to compose poetry to ridicule the Holy Prophet M trying to 

prove that they can also say what he said. 

The lies, fantasies and exaggeration employed by poets is universally 
known. However, Allah then states an exception when He says, "Except those who 
believe, do good deeds, remember Allah abundantly and avenge themselves after being 
oppressed ." These poets are not like those described above. Because of their Belief 
(Iman), their involvement in good deeds and their excessive remembrance of 
Allah, the believers (Mu'minin) poets do not succumb to lying and their poetry 
serves to invite to Allah and good deeds. Their poetry praises Allah and His 
Holy Prophet 

Whenever the disbelievers behave oppressively and criticise Islam, these 
poets are quick to retaliate and avenge Islam by composing poetry to combat 
these disbelievers. They will be rewarded for this poetry because it is composed 
to please Allah and to defend Islam. 

Sayyidina Hassan bin Thabit was a poet during the time of the 

Holy Prophet ^ a* i>\ ju,. The Holy Prophet ,J-j * J-* once told him, "As long 
as you defend Allah and His Prophet ,0—j -u* it Jibr'il fMJt remains 
constantly in your attendance." His poetry against the disbelievers was more 
severe than the piercing of arrows was to the enemy. [ Muslim ] 

Bukhari reports that the Holy Prophet ,JL.j it had a pulpit erected for 
Sayyidina Hassan it from where he used to recite his poetry. 

All deeds are judged according to the underlying intention. It is for this 
reason that, when asked about poetry. The Holy Prophet ,4-j it replied, 
"It is a manner of speech. The good that is in it is good, while the evil that is in it 
is evil." When the poem contains backbiting, slander and causes people to miss 
Salah when engaged in it, it will be abominable and not permissible. 

Allah concludes the Surah by saying, "Shortly the oppressors will come to know 
to which place they will return." This verse warns those people who assail the 
character of the Holy Prophet (J-j u* -it J~* and who falsify the Qur'an. They will 
realise the error of their ways when they are cast into the depths of Hell. 
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 

(1) Ta Sin. These are the verses of the Qur'an and a clear Book. (2) (It is) a 
guidance and a conveyor of glad tidings for the believers... (3).... Those who 
establish Salah, pay Zakah and are convinced with the hereafter. (4) As for those 
who do not believe in the Hereafter, We have beautified their deeds for them, so 
they wander blindly. (5) For such people there shall be a terrible punishment 
and they will be the worst losers in the Hereafter. (6) Undoubtedly, you are 
given the Qur'an from the Wise, the All Knowing. 

THE QUR'AN IS A CLEAR BOOK, REVEALED AS A GUIDANCE 
FOR THE BELIEVERS 

The above verses begin Surah Naml. The word "Nam!" means "an ant." The 
Surah has been thus named because of an incident of an ant mentioned in verse 
18 . 

Allah says, "These are the verses of the Qur'an and a clear Book ." This verse is 
similar to the opening verse of Surah Yusuf (Surah 12), where Allah says, "These 
are the verses of the clear Book." 

Allah continues to say that the Qur'an is "a guidance and a conveyor of glad 
tidings for the believers ." Allah then describes the believers by saying that they are 
"• . . those who establish Salah , pay Zakah (which are both focal pillars of Islam. Together 
with this they are also particular about the other aspects of Religion) and are convinced 
about the Hereafter." 
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Although the Qur'an is a guidance for all, it is especially beneficial for the 
believers (Mu'mimn) because they heed its advice and counsel. 

"As for those who do not believe in the Hereafter , We have beautified their deeds for 
them, so they wander blindly These people have strayed far from the straight path 
because they do not perceive the wickedness of their sins, but laud it. 

"For such people there shall be a terrible punishment and they will be the worst 
losers in the Hereafter. " Nothing that they possessed in this world can benefit them 
in the Hereafter, where all will be lost. 

Allah then addresses the Holy Prophet fl-j *4* ^ saying, " Undoubtedly , 
you are given the Qur'an from the Wise , the All Knowing. " The affinity Allah has for 
the Holy Prophet <4-* & Ju* is sufficient for him to face the onslaught of the 

disbelievers and the polytheists. 



(7) When Musa said to his family, "I notice a fire. I shall shortly bring you some 
news or a burning stake so that you may warm yourselves." (8) When he reached 
the fire, it was called, "Blessed be the one in the fire and the one in the vicinity 
of the fire. Allah, the Lord of the universe is Pure." (9) "O Musa/ Verily I am 
Allah, the Mighty, the Wise." (10) "Throw down your staff" When Musa * 4 * 
saw the staff moving rapidly like a snake, he stepped back on his heels without 
looking back. "O Musa! Do not fear. Indeed, the messengers have no fear in My 
presence... (11) "Except the one who had done wrong, but then changed the evil 
with good. Verily I am the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful." (12) "Put your 
hand into your collar, it will emerge shining white without any ailment. These 
two are among the nine miracles with which you will go to Pharaoh (Firiaun) 
and his people. They are certainly a disobedient nation." (13) When Our 
miracles came to them clearly, they said, "This is manifest magic!" (14) They 
unjustly and arrogantly rejected them whereas their souls were convinced about 
them. So see what the outcome of the anarchists shall be. 
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SAYYIDINA MUSA <*-Ji Up ARRIVES AT MOUNT TUR, WHERE HE 
IS CONFERRED THE MANTLE OF PROPHETHOOD 

The detailed account of Sayyidina Musa Ut has been discussed in the 
Surah TaHa [Surah 20, verses 9-99], as well as in Surah Shu'ara [Surah 26, verses 10-68], 
After ten years while Sayyidina Musa was returning from Madyan, the 

night was extremely cold. In the distance he noticed what appeared to be a fire, 
but which was actually the celestial light of Allah. 

Describing the situation Allah says, "When Musa said to his family, 7 notice a 
fire. I shall shortly bring you some news (about our route) or a burning stake so that 
you may warm yourselves." 

"When he reached the fire, it was called (i.e. Allah called), 'Blessed be the one in the 
fire [Sayyidina Musa u*] and the one in the vicinity of the fire (the angels). Allah, the 
Lord of the universe is Pure (from all defects and partners)." Surah Qasas mentions 
that even the valley where the event occurred was blessed, and that the voice 
came from the right hand side of the valley. 

Allah then addressed Sayyidina Musa ftUJi further and told him, "O 
Musa! Verily I am Allah, the Mighty, the Wise." Allah then asked him about his staff 
(as mentioned in Surah TaHa), after which Allah told him, "Throw down your 
staff" 

When Sayyidina Musa (OLJi <1* threw the staff down, it turned into a snake. 
Allah says, "When Musa U saw the staff moving rapidly like a snake, he (was 
afflicted with a natural fear and he) stepped back on his heels without looking back ." 
Allah told him to grab hold of the staff saying, “O Musa! Do not fear (the snake will 
return to its original form as a staff). Indeed, the messengers have no fear in My 
presence... 

Although Sayyidina Musa (OLJi was not told that he was to be a 
messenger in the above conversation, the fact is understood because Allah spoke 
to him. The situation is similar to that of the Holy Prophet ,4 - } ^ it>' JU>, when 
Jibr'Il (OLJi ■*> revealed the first few verses of Surah Alaq (Surah 96) to him in the 
cave of Hira. This was a sign of apostleship. 

The phrase, 'indeed, the messengers have no fear in My presence... also serves to 
announce the apostleship of Sayyidina Musa (OUJi -uU. At the same time, it 
describes an attribute of the Prophets r4 >. 

Allah then added, "Except the one (i.e. the person who is not a Prophet) who 
had done wrong, but then changed the evil with good (by repenting, then his 
repentance will be accepted because) Verily I am the Most Forgiving, the Most 
Merciful." 

Allah further instructed Sayyidina Musa (OLJi <uby saying, "Put your hand 
into your collar, it will emerge shining white without any ailment. These two are among 
the nine miracles with which you mil go to Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his people. They are 
certainly a disobedient nation." Because of their rebelliousness, Sayyidina Musa 4* 
(OL_Jt required the support of these miracles to convince them. Sayyidina Musa 
(OLJi later received the other seven miracles over a period of time. 
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However, " When Our miracles came to them clearly , they (refused to accept them 
and) said , 'This is manifest magic!' They unjustly and arrogantly rejected them whereas 
their souls were convinced about them," Although they knew that Sayyidina Musa 
f ^uJi -uU was the true Prophet of Allah, they refused to admit the fact. 

Instead, they challenged Sayyidina Musa ^ to a contest of magic, 
which he won. All the magicians then accepted his religion, but the others still 
refused because of their obstinacy. They were all eventually drowned. Allah 
concludes the incident by saying, "So see what the outcome of the anarchists shall be." 

Note: "They unjustly and arrogantly rejected them whereas their souls were 
convinced about them ” This verse proves that merely being convinced 
about something without admitting it does not constitute Belief 
(Imdn), Belief (Imdn) will be acceptable only when one admits to and 
accepts what he believes. 

There are many disbelievers who believe that Islam is the true religion and 
that the Holy Prophet <JL , 3 Up &\ ju* is Allah's messenger. In fact, they even write 
treatises in this regard and praise the Holy Prophet Ju*. However, they 

will not be called Muslims until they formally accept Islam. 



(15) Indeed We granted knowledge to Dawud and Sulayman. They both said, 
"All praise is because of Allah Who has preferred us above many of His 
believing bondsmen." (16) Sulayman succeeded Dawud and he said, "O people! 
We have been taught the speech of the birds and have been granted everything. 
This is certainly a manifest bounty." (17) Sulayman's army of Jinn, men and 
birds were gathered for him and they were restrained. (18) Until, when they 
reached a valley of ants, an ant announced, "O ants! Enter your dwellings lest 
Sulayman and his army trample upon you without realising." (19) Sulayman 
began to smile and then laughed at her speech saying, "O my Lord! Allow me to 
express gratitude for Your bounty, which You have conferred upon me and upon 
my parents, and that I perform good deeds that You are pleased with. And, out 
of Your Mercy, include me among Your righteous bondsmen." 
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THE KNOWLEDGE AND BOUNTIES UPON SAYYIDINA DAWUD 
fiU\ Up AND SAYYIDINA SULAYMAN Up AND THE 

INCIDENT OF THE ANT ADVISING THE OTHERS TO ENTER 
THEIR HOMES 

Allah says, "Indeed We granted knowledge to Dawud and Sulayman." They both 
had immense knowledge of Prophethood and of worldly sciences. Sayyidina 
Dawud cU could mould iron with his bare hands and make armour from it. 
Sayyidina Sulayman Up was granted kingship over the entire creation. Even 
the Jinn worked for him and constructed large buildings and utensils that were 
the size of dams. They also dived into the sea for him and extracted precious 
gems. 


Both, father and son, said, "All praise is because of Allah Who has preferred us 
above many of His believing bondsmen." They were both the Holy Prophets and 
kings. Sayyidina Sulayman Up had control over every type of creation. 
Every creation of Allah has a certain level of understanding and perception, even 
though man may not realise it. They are all equipped with senses whereby they 
are able to recognise friend from foe and to manage their affairs. 

Allah says further, "Sulayman succeeded Dawud and he said, 'O people! We have 
been taught the speech of the birds and have been granted everything. This is certainly a 
manifest bounty." Although Sayyidina Sulayman Up could understand all 
creatures; mention is made only of the speech of birds because the incident of the 
bird Hudhud is forthcoming. Sayyidina Sulayman Up mentioned these 
bounties out of gratitude to Allah. 


Sayyidina Sulayman Up said that Allah had preferred them above many 
of His believing bondsmen." He did not that they were preferred above all other 
"believing bondsmen. " This illustrates that there were other Prophets who 

were superior in status to Sayyidina Dawud (OUJi Up and Sayyidina Sulayman Up 


This statement also illustrates that the only criteria for status are Belief 
(Imdn) and good deeds. No Muslim can therefore say that he is better than a 
certain disbeliever because a Muslim can never be compared to a disbeliever, 
who has no Belief (Imdn) at all. Comparison can be drawn only between people 
of Belief (Imdn) because, without Belief (Imdn), there is no good whatsoever in the 
disbelievers. 

Allah then describes the forces of Sayyidina Sulayman (*^1 Up. Allah says, 
"Sulaymdns army of jinn, men and birds were gathered for him and they were 
restrained. " This means that the army was so large that they had to be held back 
so that they do not break ranks. They would therefore proceed steadily with 
restraint. 


Allah then describes the incident with the ants, from which the Surah 
derives its name. Allah says that Sayyidina Sulayman's Up army marched 
on until "they reached a valley of ants, (where) an ant announced, 'O ants! Enter your 
dwellings lest Sulayman and his army trample upon you without realising 

Understanding the speech of the ant, "Sulayman began to smile and then 
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laughed at her speech saying, 'O my Lord! Allow me to express gratitude for Your 
bounty, which You have conferred upon me and upon my parents > and that I perform 
0 od deeds that You are pleased with. And , out of Your Mercy, include me among Your 
righteous bondsmen ." 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra iu' reports from the Holy Prophet 4 -j U* 4 ju, 
that a certain Prophet of Allah f'UJi 4* once took his people out of town to pray 
f 0 r rain. As they emerged, he noticed an ant praying to Allah with its feet in the 
a ir. Seeing this, he told his people, "Let us return. Our prayers have been 
answered because of this little ant." ["Mishkat" p. 132] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra -up ^j also reports from the Holy Prophet 
^ Up that an ant once bit a certain Prophet -4". He instructed that the entire 
community of ants be burnt on account of this. Allah sent revelation to him 
saying, "On account of a single ant biting you, you burnt an entire nation of 
creatures who engage in glorifying me." [Bukhari p. 467] 

While the Shari'ah permits killing harmful creatures, it is not permissible to 
bum them. 

Abu Dawud reports that the Holy Prophet it Ju once noticed that an 

anthill was burnt. When the Holy Prophet -4 ii asked who had burnt it, 
the Sahabah ^ ^ admitted that they had done so. The Holy Prophet & J 4 

4 then told them, "It is only befitting for the Lord of fire to punish with fire." 

It is not permissible to kill ants unnecessarily. Sayyidina Abdullah bin 
Abbas -up ii 4^ reports that ants and bees are among the creatures that the Holy 
Prophet Up i) prohibited from killing unnecessarily. 

Note: "Sulayman began to smile and then laughed at her speech..." This verse 
tells us that Sayyidina Sulayman 4 * initially intended only to 
smile, but that he inadvertently laughed thereafter. Laughter is not 
encouraged in the Shari'ah and may only take place unintentionally. 

Sayyidah Ayshah 4 4 j says that the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up ito J4 never 

laughed in a way that his uvula became visible. He usually smiled. 

Sayyidina Jabir -up also narrates that the Holy Prophet , 4 ^ Up JU 

always smiled rather than laughed. It was on rare occasions that the Holy 
Prophet jJL.j Up &\ jU actually revealed his molars while laughing. 

Of the advice that the Holy Prophet (JL-j Up &\ JU gave to Sayyidina Abu 
Dharr -up iui was that he should never laugh excessively, because excessive 
laughter kills the heart and extinguishes that light on one's face. ["Mishkat" p . 415] 

Sayyidina Sulayman Up made the prayer (du'd), "O my Lord! Allow me to 
express gratitude for Your bounty, which You have conferred upon me and upon my 
parents..." This teaches us to be grateful for the favours upon our parents as well 
because they are often the means whereby we attain Allah's bounties. One of the 
greatest bounties that is conferred via one's parents is that of piety and 
righteousness. 
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(20) When Sulayman f%J> Up inspected the birds he said, "Why do I not see 
Hoopoe (Hudhud)? Is he among the absentees?" (21) "I shall surely punish him 
severely or slaughter him unless he comes to me with a good excuse." (22) It was 
only a short while thereafter when Hoopoe (Hudhud) said, "X have brought you 
news that you have no knowledge of. I have just returned from Saba with 
certain news." (23) /y I have found a woman who rules over them and who has 
been given everything. She also has a magnificent throne." (24) "I found her and 
her people prostrating to the sun instead of Allah. Devil (Shaytan) has 
beautified their deeds for them and prevented them from the right path, because 
of which they are not rightly guided." (25) "They do not prostrate before Allih, 
Who can expose the hidden things in the heavens and the earth, and who knows 
what you hide and what you disclose. (26) "Allah is the One besides Whom 
there is no other deity. He is the Lord of the glorious throne." (27) Sulayman *Jp 
said, "We shall soon see whether you have spoken the trutft or whether you 
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are from the liars." (28) "Take this letter of mine and throw it to them. Then turn 
away from them and see what reply they give." (29) She said, "O ministers! A 
noble letter has been thrown to me." (30) It is from Sulayman and it says, "I 
begin with the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful." (31) "Do 
not be arrogant against me and come to me in submission." (32) She said, "O 
ministers! counsel me in my matter, for I shall never decide the case until you 
are present with me." (33) They replied, "We are people of great might and fierce 
fighters, but the matter rests with you. Therefore you decide what commands 
you wish to issue." (34) She said, "Verily when kings enter any town, they ruin 
it and humiliate its noble people. This is what they will do." (35) "I shall sent a 
gift to them and then see with what the messengers return." (36) When the 
messenger came to Sulayman, he said, "Do you wish to assist me with wealth? 
What my Lord has given me is better than what He has given you. It is you 
people who are pleased about your gift." (37) "Return to them. I shall certainly 
march to them with an army that they will have no defence against. We shall 
definitely expel them thence in shame, while they are abased." 

HOOPOE (HUDHUD) INFORMS SAYYIDINA SULAYMAN f*-Ji U* 

ABOUT THE QUEEN OF SABA AND HER PEOPLE AND THEN 
TAKES A LETTER TO HER 

Since Sayyidina Sulayman fXJi Up had control over all types of creation, and 
they all formed his army, he used to keep a check on them. On one occasion, 
when he checked on the birds, he found Hoopoe (Hudhud) missing. (Hoopoe 
(Hudhud) could have been the leader of a certain species of bird). 

Describing the scene Allah says, "When Sulayman Up inspected the birds 
he said , 'Why do I not see Hoopoe (Hudhud)? Is he among the absentees? I shall surely 
punish him severely or slaughter him unless, he comes to me with a good excuse. 

"....it was only a short while thereafter when Hoopoe (Hudhud) (arrived and 
presented his excuse when he) said , 7 have brought you news that you have no knowledge 
of 1 have just returned from Saba with certain news. I have found a woman who rules 
over them and who has been given everything (that a ruler requires). She also has a 
magnificent throne. (However) I found her and her people prostrating to the sun instead 
of Allah. Devil (Shaytdn) has beautified their deeds for them and prevented them from the 
right path, because of which they are not rightly guided." 

Continuing his speech, Hudhud describes what is the right path when he 
says, "They do not prostrate before Allah , Who can expose the hidden things in the 
hedpens and the earth, and who knows what you hide and what you disclose. Allah is the 
One besides Whom there is no other deity. He is the Lord of the glorious throne ." 

"Sulayman Up said , 'We shall soon see whether you have spoken the truth or 
whether you are from the liars. Take this letter of mine and throw it to them (in the royal 
court). Then turn away from them (but not too far away) and see what reply they give." 

The queen read the letter to her ministers. It read, "From Sulayman. 

'Thereafter it continued, 7 begin with the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most 
Merciful Do not be arrogant against me and come to me in submission." 

It is learnt from this that a letter should commence with the writer's name. 
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followed by: 

("I begin with the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful"). This 
should be done even if the letter is addressed to a disbeliever. 

When the Holy Prophet pUj Up Ju* wrote to Hercules, the emperor of 
Rome, he began the letter with his name and then the words: 

From Muhammad, the servant of Allah and His messenger. To Heraclius, 
the Emperor of Rome. Peace be on those who follow the guidance/' 

The Holy Prophet ^ ^ iii did not write "As Saldmu Alaykum" (Peace be 
on you). He used the same words that Sayyidina Musa 4* used when he 
addressed Pharaoh (Fir'aun) i.e. 'May peace be on those who follow the guidance." 
This is so because it is not permissible to greet the disbelievers with "As Saldmu 
Alaykum" However, it is not necessary to even include this greeting. Therefore, 
Sayyidina Sulayman ^LJ\ Up omitted to write the same. 

Sayyidina Sulayman lji Up commenced the letter with Allah's name to 
inform them of Allah, because they worshipped the sun. By including "the Most 
Beneficent, the Most Merciful/' he alluded to the fact that Allah will forgive them if 
they repent from polytheism (shirk). 

When the queen read the letter, she realised that the writer must be 
someone more powerful than her, because of the mode of address. She also 
realised that any foolishness on her part would lead to the destruction of her 
kingdom. 

"She said , 'O ministers! Counsel me in my matter; for I shall never decide the case 
until you are present with me. They replied, '(We have nothing to be afraid of because) 
We are people of great might and fierce fighters, but (in the end) the matter rests with 
you. Therefore you decide what commands you wish to issue. 

She told them that it was not suitable to rush into any decision before 
determining the strength of Sayyidina Sulayman's Up forces. They needed to 
be cautious in the matter. Therefore, she said, "I shall sent a gift to them and then see 
with what the messengers return." With the excuse of delivering the gift, the 
messengers could assess the strength of Sayyidina Sulayman's Up army and 
also ascertain what he wanted from them. 

If the messengers informed them that Sayyidina Sulayman Up was as 
powerful as he seemed to be they would not enter into any battle, but rather 
surrender themselves. In this regard she told them, "Verily when kings enter any 
town, they ruin it and humiliate its noble people. This is what they will do." 

Eventually, "When the messenger came to Sulayman , he said. Do you wish to 
assist me with wealth? What my Lord has given me is better than what He has given 
you. " While the people of Saba had sovereignty and authority only over a piece 
of land and a limited amount of people, Sayyidina Sulayman U* possessed 
sway over all creatures and springs of copper even gushed forth from the earth 
for him. 

He also told them, "It is you people (not me) who are pleased about your gift." 
Then, addressing the leader of the envoys, Sayyidina Sulayman Up said. 
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"Return to them (taking your gifts with). I shall certainly march to them with an army 
that they will have no defence against. We shall definitely expel them thence in shame , 
while they are abased." 
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(38) Sulayman f**J\ *J* said, "O courtiers! Which of you can bring her throne to 
me before they come to us in submission?" (39) A giant of the Jinn said, "I shall 
bring it to you before you stand up from your place. Indeed I am strong and 
trustworthy for such a task." (40) The one who possessed knowledge of the Book 
said, "I shall bring it to you before you can blink your eye." When Sulayman «U* 
f5UJi saw it placed firmly in his presence, he said "This is from the grace of my 
Lord to test whether I will be grateful or ungrateful. Whoever is grateful shows 
gratitude only for his own good. Whoever is ungrateful, then indeed my Lord is 
Independent, Bountiful." (41) He said, "Disguise her throne for her so that we 
may see whether she is rightly guided or from among those who are not guided 
aright." (42) When she arrived/ she was asked, "Is your throne something like 
this?" She replied, "It seems like this is the very one. We were informed from 
before and submitted. (43) Sulayman forbade her from what she worshipped 
instead of Allah. She was certainly from a disbelieving nation. (44) She was told, 
"Enter the palace." When she saw it, she thought it was a pool of deep water and 
exposed her calf Sulayman <l!p said, "It is a palace that is constructed from 
an array of glass." She said, "O my Lord! I have surely oppressed my soul. I 
submit with Sulayman to Allah, the Lord of the universe." 

SAYYIDINA SULAYMAN \fiU\ HAS THE QUEEN'S THRONE 

BROUGHT TO HIM, SHE IS ASKED IF IT IS HERS, AND SHE 
FINALLY BECOMES A MUSLIM 

After Sayyidina Sulayman *ip sent the envoys back, Allah inspired him 
with the thought that they would not want to fight him. He therefore requested 
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that her throne be brought to him. Some commentators say that he made this 
request after the queen and her people were already approaching him and the 
dust of their convoy was visible to Sayyidina Sulayman r *~Ji Up. This he did to 
display his strength to them. 

"Sulayman r>u< -Up said, '() courtiers! Which of you can bring her throne to me 
before they come to us in submission?' A giant of the Jinn said, 7 shall bring it to you 
before you stand up from your place.'" i.e. It will be present before you terminate 
this gathering. This will not be difficult for me; neither will I betray you, because 
'indeed I am strong and trustworthy for such a task." 

"The one who possessed knowledge of the Book said, 7 shall bring it to you before 
you can blink your eye.'" True to his word, he immediately had the throne 
delivered to Sayyidina Sulayman Up. "When Sulayman Up saw it placed 
firmly in his presence, he said, 'This is from the grace of my Lord to test whether I will be 
grateful or ungrateful. Whoever is grateful shows gratitude only for his own good." He 
will receive the reward for his gratitude in both the worlds ." 

On the othei; hand, "Whoever is ungrateful, then (it will not harm Allah in the 
least because) indeed my Lord is Independent, Bountiful." Neither does a person's 
gratitude benefit Allah, nor does it harm Him in any way. 

Many opinions have been expressed with regard to the identity of "The one 
who possessed knowledge of the Book." The most famous opinion is that he was a 
person called Asif bin Barkhiyya, who happened to be the son of Sayyidina 
Sulayman's (■‘A-Ji u# maternal aunt. He performed two rakahs Salah and then told 
Sayyidina Sulayman Up to look in the direction of Yemen. When Sayyidina 
Sulayman f^*Jt Up did so, he saw the throne before him. 

Some commentator's say that the "knowledge of the Book" referred to the 
Ismul A'zam, which is a name of Allah that guarantees acceptance of prayer's 
(du'a's) after being recited. Others say that this refers to knowledge of the Zabur. 
However, Sayyidina Sulayman Up also possessed this knowledge because 
the Zabur was revealed to his father, Sayyidina Dawud (CUJi Up. The other 
members of his counsel must have also had knowledge of the Zabur, which is 
renowned to have been comprised of prayers and recitations. The above has 
occurred to me without having read it in any book. 

Another opinion is that Sayyidina Sulayman Up himself was "The one 
who possessed knowledge of the Book." When the Jinn boasted that he could bring 
the throne before Sayyidina Sulayman ftUJi Up could rise from his place, 
Sayyidina Sulayman ftuJi Up told him that he could do it before the Jinn could 
blink his eye. Other commentators say that "The one who possessed knowledge of the 
Book" was Sayyidina Khidr *X-!i Up, and others maintain that he was Jibr'il Up 
(■ y-Ji. 

The verse merely mentions the presence of the throne and does not say that 
any journey was undertaken for the task. Sayyidina Mujahid Up u says that 
Allah commanded the winds to transport it. Sayyidina Sulayman Up did. 
have control over the winds and Surah Saba mentions that he managed to travel 
a month's journey in a single morning or evening using the winds. 

Allama Qurtubi Up U writes that the distance separating Sayyidina 
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Sulayman ^ and the queen's throne was equivalent to the distance between 
Kufa and HIra. Other commentators say that the feat was accomplished when 
Allah diminished the distance. Others say that Allah created a tunnel through 
the earth for this purpose. And Allah knows best. 

When the throne was present Sayyidina Sulayman (OLJi ^ said, "Disguise 
her throne for her so that we may see whether she is rightly guided (in recognising it) or 
from among those who are not guided aright." Certain commentators say that some 
Devils (Shaydtin) told Sayyidina Sulayman Up that the queen's intelligence 
was defective, and that is why he tested her in this manner. 

"When she arrived , she was asked, 'Is your throne something like this?' She replied, 
'It seems like this is the very one. Neither did she admit that it was her throne, nor 
did she refute it. Although she recognised it to be hers, she hesitated to admit it 
because she had left her throne well secured. 

"We were informed from before and submitted Many commentators are of the 
opinion that this is part of the queen's speech. She mentions that even before this 
exposition of Sayyidina Sulayman's cU authority, she was already informed 
about his sovereignty, after which they decided to surrender to him. 

Other commentators say that this sentence was spoken by Sayyidina 
Sulayman Up, who told the people that he was already informed from before 
that the people of Saba would surrender to them. 

"Sulayman forbade her from what she worshipped instead of Allah." Keeping to 
the laws of the Arabic language, this verse can also be interpreted to mean that 
the things that the queen worshipped instead of Allah forbade her from 
worshipping Allah. 

"She was certainly from a disbelieving nation ." Her association with the people 
of Saba (who were all disbelievers) also influenced her to worship the sun. It 
often occurs that social customs and traditions prevent one from exercising one's 
intelligence. 

"She was told , 'Enter the palace / When she saw it, she thought it was a pool of 
deep water and exposed her calf" Sayyidina Sulayman Up also wanted her to see 
the extent of his sovereignty so that she does not regard her kingdom to be 
supreme. Therefore, he had a glass palace built before she arrived. He then had 
clear glass placed over the pond at the entrance. The glass was so clear that it 
was invisible. Thinking that she had to pass over water, she raised her dress, thus 
exposing her calf. 

Seeing this, "Sulayman fXJi Up said, 'it is a palace that is constructed from an 
array of glass. Totally astonished by what has transpired, she exclaimed, "O my Lord! 
I have surely oppressed my soul. I submit with Sulayman to Allah, the Lord of the 
universe. 

Note 1: None of the above verses of the Qur'an state the name of the queen of 
Saba (Sheba). It is commonly understood that her name was Bilqis. 

Note 2: The Qur'an is also silent about what happened after Bilqis declared 
her Belief (Iman) in Allah. However, it is known that she no longer 
remained as a ruler to her lands because her land came under the 
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kingdom of Sayyidina Sulayman guJi Up, 

Note 3: Allama Qurtubi has written that, when Bilqis lifted her 

dress, Sayyidina Sulayman gUJ' up turned his eyes away from her 
and said, "it is a palace that is constructed from an array of glass." This 
is typical of the behaviour of any pious person. They will never 
look at anything that they are not permitted to see. 

Sayyidina Jarir ^ Jin reports that the Holy Prophet ^ Up ^i 
instructed them to divert an unintentional glance. Sayyidina Ali -up Jn ^ J 
narrates that the Holy Prophet Up in said, "Do not sustain your gaze after 
the first (unintentional) gaze because you will not be accountable for the first, but 
for the second." ["Mishkat" p. ] 

Note 4: Sayyidina Sulayman g>uJ\ Up returned the gift saying, "What my 
Lord has given me is better than what He has given you ." By saying this, 
he cast a deeper sense of awe into their hearts so that they 
understand that his kingdom was much superior to theirs. In this 
way they surrendered to him without much hesitation. 

Allama Qurtubi Up in ^ has written that another reason for returning the 
gift was that it was a form of bribe. Had he accepted it, Bilqis and her people 
would have been permitted to continue with their ways of polytheism (shirk) 
without restraint. It would have been an example of selling truth for falsehood. 

The Holy Prophet (JU_j Up in Ju* used to give and accept gifts, but always 
repaid the person who gifted him. The "Mu'atta" of Imam Malik Up in ^ 
reports that the Holy Prophet <4 ^ Up in ju said, "Shake hands and malice will be 
expelled. Give gifts and you will grow to love each other and enmity will 
disappear." 

The Shari'ah encourages accepting gifts unless there exists some valid 
reason for refusing, like when the gift is actually a bribe or it is accrued by 
Haram means. 

It has been reported that the Holy Prophet ,4-j Up in sometimes accepted 
the gifts of disbelievers, and that he sometimes refused it. It is learnt from this 
that their gifts may be accepted when it is deemed appropriate, while it can also 
be refused when deemed appropriate. Of course, when the possibility exists that 
a disbeliever will accept Islam if his gift is accepted, it should not be refused. 
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(45) We have certainly sent to the Thamud their brother Salih (to tell them) 
"Worship Allah." However; they suddenly became two rival groups. (46) He 
said, "O my people/ Why do you seek to hasten evil before good? Why do you 
not seek forgiveness from Allah so that mercy may be shown to you?" (47) They 
said, "We augur evil from you and from those with you." He said, "Your evil 
omen is with Allah. You are but a nation that is being punished." (48) There 
were nine persons in the town who spread anarchy in the land and never 
repaired. (49) They said, "You should all swear an oath by Allah that we will all 
stealthily murder Salih and his family at night, after which we shall tell his 
successors, 'We were not present at the place where his family was killed, and 
we are certainly truthful/" (50) They plotted a scheme while We plotted scheme 
without their knowledge. (51) So see what was the outcome of their plot. We 
annihilated them and their entire nation. (52) These are their homes that lie in 
ruins because of their oppression. There is definitely a sign in this for people 
with knowledge. (53) We rescued those who believed and who adopted Taqwa. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE THAMUD AFTER THEY ILL- 
TREATED SAYYIDINA SALIH f *~Si U* 

When Sayyidah Salih (OUi preached the message of oneness of Allah 
(Tauhid) to his nation, only a few people who were regarded as the lower class in 
society accepted. The affluent people refused to accept. Allah refers to these two 
groups when He says, "We have certainly sent to the Thamud their brother Salih (to 
tell them) 'Worship Allah.' However, they suddenly became two rival groups." 

The dispute that existed between these two groups is mentioned in verse 75 
and 76 of Surah A'raf (Surah 7), where Allah says, "The chieftains of his nation who 
were haughty said to those who believed from the weak ones, 'Are you convinced that 
Salih has been sent by his Lord?’ They replied, 'Indeed we believe in what he has been 
sent with.' Those who were haughty said, 'We definitely reject that which you believe in.” 

Verse 77 of Surah A'raf mentions that these arrogant people of the Thamud 
said, "O Salih! Bring upon us that (punishment) which you threaten us with if you are 
really from the messengers." 

In reply to this Sayyidina Salih —J' told them, "O my people! Why do you 
seek to hasten evil before good? Why do you not seek forgiveness from Allah so that 
mercy may be shown to you ? " He advised them to rather repent to Allah and mend 
their ways before Allah's punishment overtakes them. 
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However, his advice fell on deaf ears and "They said , 'We augur evil from you 
and from those with you." In saying this, they meant to blame him for the rivalry 
that began among them. "Ruhul Ma'ani" mentions that they were then afflicted 
by a drought, and they now blamed him and the other believers (Mu'minln) for 
this. 


Sayyidina Salih Up replied, "Your evil omen (i.e. the reason for your 
adversity) is with Allah (i.e. known by Him). You are hut a nation that are being 
punished (because of your disbelief and sins)/' 

The above verses teach us that a preacher of truth should not be hampered 
by the thought that he is splitting a community by preaching. There will always 
be opposition to the truth, which will inevitably cause division. He should 
continue with his task with dedication. 

Allah says further, " There were nine persons in the town who spread anarchy in 
the land and never repaired. " These nine persons plotted to assassinate Sayyidina 
Salih yUU Up. They convened and told each other, "You should all swear on oath by 
Allah that we will all stealthily murder Salih and his family at night, after which we shall 
tell his successors (when they investigate), 'We were not present at the place where his 
family was killed , and we are certainly truthful." 

The people also earlier killed the camel that Sayyidina Salih Up 
miraculously caused to emerge from a mountain, even after he warned them, 
"This camel of Allah is a sign for you , so leave it to graze in Allah 's land and do not 
afflict it with evil, for then a painful punishment will seize you." [Surah A'rdf (7), verse 73] 

However, despite their plot to assassinate Sayyidina Salih Up, Allah 
says, "They plotted a scheme while We plotted scheme without their knowledge Durrul 
Manthur reports that when the nine thugs left to assassinate Sayyidina Salih Up 

a boulder rolled down a mountain and crushed them all. 

Eventually the entire nation was destroyed even though they lived in homes 
carved from mountains. They lay dead in their homes, as if they never lived 
there. Allah says, "So see what was the outcome of their plot. We annihilated them and 
their entire nation. These are their homes that lie in ruins because of their oppression. 
There is definitely a sign in this for people with knowledge . We rescued those who 
believed and who adopted Taqwa." 

When the nine anarchists swore to tell the successors of Sayyidina Salih Up 
(OUJi that they were not present at the scene of the murder, the question arises 
how could there be any successors if his family was killed? Commentators say 
that the nine persons actually plotted to kill all the believers, who are termed as 
'family/ They then intended to lie to the disbelievers relatives of these people. 
They had the same fear as the Quraysh had when they wanted to assassinate the 
Holy Prophet <4^ Up ju. The Quraysh feared that the Bani Hashim would 
avenge the assassination. 
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(54) We also sent Lut (to his nation), when he told them, "Do you perpetrate 
indecency while you are in your senses?" (55) "Do you really satisfy your 
passions with men instead of women? You are but an ignorant nation/' (56) The 
only reply that his people could give was that they said, "Expel the family of Lut 
from your town. They are merely people who wish to be clean. (57) So We 
rescued him and his family, except his wife. We destined that she be among 
those left behind. (58) We rained a shower on them. Evil indeed was the shower 
of those who were warned. 

the NATION OF SAYYIDINA LUT $U\ Up REFUSED TO DESIST 

from their lewd acts and were finally destroyed 

The detailed account of Sayyidina Lut and his nation has been 

discussed in Surah A'raf [Surah 7, verses 80-84], Surah Hud [Surah 11, verses 77-83], 
Surah Hijr [Surah 15, verses 58-77], Surah Shu'ara [Surah 26, verses 160-175 ]. More shall 
follow in Surah Ankabut [Surah 29, verses 31-35]. The nation of Sayyidina Lut 
pU\ perpetrated the vile act of homosexuality. Disgusted with their behaviour, 
Sayyidina Lut <Op told them, "Do you perpetrate indecency while you are in your 
senses? Do you really satisfy your passions with men instead of women? You are but an 
ignorant nation ." 

"The only reply that his people could give was that they said, 'Expel the family of 
Lut from your town . They are merely people who wish to be clean." They said this 
mockingly. 

Eventually, Allah instructed Sayyidina Lut 4* to leave the town at 
night, after which the disbelievers were all destroyed. Allah says, "So We rescued 
him and his family, except his wife. We destined that she be among those left behind." 

Describing the punishment, Allah says, "We rained a shower on them." Surah 
Hijr mentions that the stones were hard baked clay, while Surah Dhariyat 
describes the stones as being made of mud. It may therefore be said that the 
stones were like hardened bricks. 

Allah concludes by saying, "Evil indeed was the shower of those who were 
warned." These people had been warned for a long time, but refused to heed the 
warning. 
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(59) Say, "All praise be to Allah and peace be on those bondsmen of His whom 
He has chosen. Is Allah better or those whom they ascribe as partners to Him?" 

(60) Or the Being Who has created the heavens and the earth and has sent rain 
for you from the sky? With it We grow gardens of splendid beauty. It is not 
possible for you to grow its trees. Is there another deity with Allah? They are but 
a people who equate others with Allah. (61) Or He Who made the earth stable, 
created rivers in its midst, placed mountains on it, and has placed a barrier 
between the two seas? Is there another deity with Allah? Nay, but most of them 
are ignorant. (62) Or He Who responds to the distressed when he calls Him, 
averts evil and has made you vicegerents on earth? Is there another deity with 
Allah? Little do you take heed. (63) Or the Being Who guides you in the 
darkness of the land and sea? And Who sends the winds as a conveyer of glad 
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tidings before His mercy? Is there another deity with Allah? Allah is Exalted 
high above what they ascribe. (64) Or He Who initiated the creation, Who will 
recreate it, and Who sustains you from the sky and the earth? Is there another 
deity with Allah? Say, "Furnish your proof if you are truthful." (65) Say, "None 
in the heavens and the earth has knowledge of the unseen besides Allah. They 
do not even know when they will be resurrected. (66) In fact, their knowledge is 
obsolete with regard to the Hereafter. Nay! They are in doubt about it. They are 
but blind to it. 


THE GREAT ATTRIBUTES OF ALLAH, HIS CONTROL OF THE 
CREATION, AND AN INVITATION TO ONENESS OF ALLAH 
(TAUHID) 

Allah presents proofs of oneness of Allah (Tauhid) in these verses. Allah 
begins by saying, "Say, 'All praise be to Allah and peace be on those bondsmen of His 
whom He has chosen." 

Thereafter Allah poses a question by saying, ' Is Allah better or those whom 
they ascribe as partners to Him?" Even the polytheists realise that Allah wields 
supreme power, and that their idols are helpless. Allah then proceeds to 
illustrate His immense powers. 

Allah asks if the other gods are better "Or the Being Who has created the 
heavens and the earth and has sent rain for you from the sky? With it We grow gardens 
of splendid beauty. It is not possible for you to grow its trees." Allah then asks, "Is 
there another deity with Allah' The answer is understood that none can coexist 
as deity with Allah. 

However despite these facts, the polytheists "are but a people who equate 
others with Allah." Another interpretation of this part of the verse is that they are 
a people who still wander away from the straight path. 

"Or He Who made the earth stable (so that man and animal can walk on it), 
created rivers in its midst, placed mountains on it, and has placed a barrier between the 
two seas (thus separating the salty water from the sweet water)?" Allah asks 
whether He (Who possesses these qualities) is better than the false gods of the Polytheists. 
Allah then says , 'is there another deity with Allah? Nay, but most of them are ignorant." 

Allah says that the earth is stable. This means that, under normal 
circumstances, the earth will not shake like other objects that are found on its 
surface. Of course, when Allah wills that an earthquake should occur, even the 
largest mountains cannot be any obstacle. 

"Or He Who responds to the distressed when he calls Him, averts evil and has 
made you vice gerents on earth?" People are successors of each other because each 
new generation assumes control from the previous generations. Allah reiterates 
the question, 'Is there another deity with Allah? Little do you take heed." 

Are the false gods better "Or He Who guides you in the multiplicity of darkness 
of the ocean and sends the winds as a conveyer of glad tidings before His mercy (i.e. 
before the rains)? Is there another deity with Allah? Allah is Exalted high above what 
they ascribe ." 
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"Or He Who initiated the creation 'Who will recreate it, and Who sustains you 
from the sky and the earth? Is there another deity with Allah? Say, 'Furnish your proof if 
you are truthful. " Allah challenges the polytheists to prove that any of their gods 
can match Allah in any one of the above attributes. Without proof it will be 
foolish to adhere to their beliefs. 

Allah then declares, "Say, 'None in the heavens and the earth has knozoledge of 
the unseen besides Allah . They do not even know when they will be resurrected This 
verse is a reply to those polytheists who demanded that the Holy Prophet ^ 
pJL-j <dp inform them when Judgment day (Qiydmah) will take place. This 
knowledge is exclusive to Allah. 

"In fact, their knowledge is obsolete with regard to the Hereafter. Nay! They are in 
doubt about it. They are but blind to it." Just as a blind person cannot see, these 
people are blind to the clear proofs furnished to them because of their obstinacy. 
While a person in doubt may hearken to the truth, the blind have no chance of 
this because the eyes of their heart are sealed against the truth. 



(67) The disbelievers say, "When our forefathers and we have turned into dust 
and bones, will we be resurrected?" (68) "Our forefathers and we have been 
promised the same from before. These are merely tales of the old men." (69) Say, 
"Travel in the lands and see what was the plight of the criminals." (70) Do not 
grieve about them and do not be distressed about what they plot. (71) They say, 
"When will this promise materialise if you are truthful?" (72) Say, "Soon a part 
of the punishment that you sought to hasten will have afflicted you." (73) 
Without doubt your Lord is Most Bountiful towards people, but most of them 
are ungrateful. (74) Indeed your Lord knows what their hearts conceal and what 
they disclose. (75) Every hidden thing in the heavens and the earth is recorded in 
the clear book. 

THE WARNING TO THOSE WHO REJECT THE ADVENT OF 
JUDGMENT DAY (QIYAMAH) AND THEIR MISGIVINGS 

After refuting polytheism (shirk) and proving oneness of Allah (Tauhid), 
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AUah replies to those who refute the Hereafter. Allah says, "The disbelievers say, 
'When our forefathers and we have turned into dust and bones, will we be resurrected? 
Our forefathers and we have been promised the same from before. These are merely tales 
of the old men." The disbelievers claimed that Judgment day (Qiyamah) cannot be 
true because it has not yet materialized. 

Allah replies by saying, “Say, ‘Travel in the lands and see what was the plight of 
the criminal is."' The disbelievers should see what happened to the other nations 
who refused to believe in the Hereafter. They were all punished for their 
disbelief, and such will be the plight of all other disbelievers. 

Allah then consoles the Holy Prophet ,0-j & J-* by saying, “Do not grieve 

about them (and about what they say) and do not be distressed about what they plot 
(because Allah will save you from them)." 

After being told to travel and witness the plight of the previous nations 
“They (mockingly) say, 'When wilt this promise materialise if you are truthful?’ Say, 
'Soon a part of the punishment that you sought to hasten will have afflicted you." 
Commentators say that the partial punishment mentioned in this verse refers to 
the battle of Badr, where 70 polytheists were killed and another 70 imprisoned. 
Thereafter the punishment of death will follow, then the punishment of the grave 
and finally the worst punishment of the Hereafter. 

"Without doubt your Lord is Most Bountiful towards people, but most of them are 
ungrateful." Allah also bestows His favours upon the disbelievers and the 
polytheists. He even grants them respite to repent before afflicting them with 
punishment. However, man fails to appreciate these bounties, continues to sin 
and utilises these favours in all the wrong avenues. 

"Indeed your Lord knows what your hearts conceal and what they disclose." This 
verse also consoles the Holy Prophet *4* it with the assurance that Allah 
is well aware of the evil intentions that the disbelievers harbour against him and 
Allah will save him from harm. This verse also warns the disbelievers that Allah 
shall take them to task for all that they do. 

“Every hidden thing in the heavens and the earth is recorded in the clear book (i.e. 
the protected tablet (Lawhul Mahfuz))." Allah records all matters in the protected 
tablet (Lawhul Mahfuz) even though He has knowledge of the same. An account is 
even kept of peoples' deeds. Allah will punish people for these according to His 
wisdom. 




(76) Verily this Qur'an relates to the Bani Isra'il most of the matters about which 
they differ. (77) Indeed it is a guidance and a mercy for the believers. (78) 
Without doubt Allah will decide between them according to His decree. He is 
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Undoubtedly you are upon 
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THE QUR AN EXPLAINS WHAT THE BANIISRA'IL DIFFERED IN 

Allah says, “Verily this Qur'an (clearly) relates to the Bani Isra'il most of the 
matters about which they differ." The Qur'an explains to them the matters which 
they altered in their scriptures and which were hearsay. 

One of these matters is that they believed that Sayyidina Ibrahim (XJi ^ 
was a Jew or a Christian. Allah tells them " Ibrahim ftUJi Up was neither a Jew nor a 
Christian, but he was one abiding to the truth and subservient, never from the idolaters." 
[Surah Al Imran (3), verse 67] 

They also claimed that camel meat was unlawful (Hardm) in the religion of 
Sayyidina Ibrahim ftUJi Up. Allah refutes their claim in verse 93 of Surah Al 
Imran (Surah 3), saying that all types of food were permissible for them. 

Another claim that they made was that Sayyidina Ibrahim r t>UJt Up and 
Sayyidina Ya'qub f“>uJi Up advised their children to be Jews. Allah replies to them 

in verse 132 of Surah Baqarah, telling them that these two Prophets _' 

advised their children to be Muslims. 

The Qur'an also dispels the erroneous beliefs that they held regarding 
Sayyidah Maryam l*Up and Sayyidina Isa r >LJi Up. The Qur'an makes it clear 
that she was chaste and that he was not Allah's son. 

Allah then says about the Qur'an that 'Indeed it is a guidance and a mercy for 
the believers (because they believe in it and carry out its injunctions)." Although the 
Qur'an is also a guidance and mercy for the disbelievers, they do not believe in 
it, thereby being deprived of its blessings. 

"Without doubt Allah will decide between them according to His decree (on the 
Day of Judgment ( Qiydmah), thereby discerning truth from error). He is the 
Mighty, The All Knowing." None can lie to Him and nothing is hidden from Him. 

Allah then addresses the Holy Prophet ,0-, Up iu saying, “So rely on 
Allah. Undoubtedly you are upon the manifest truth (therefore, do not grieve)." 




(80) Verily, you cannot make the dead hear, neither can you make the deaf hear 
the call when they turn away in aversion. (81) You cannot guide the blind from 
their deviation. You can guide only those who believe in our verses and who 
have submitted. 

YOU CANNOT MAKE THE DEAD HEAR NOR CAN YOU GUIDE 
THE BLIND 

The Holy Prophet (d-j ^ exerted himself greatly in propagating the 
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rUvlheists adamantly adhered to their pagan beliefs. The Holy Prophet 
”°„ raC greatly distressed by this and wanted everyone to become Muslims. It 


of Islam. Although there were those who believed in him, many 


^Cbecause of this that Allah revealed the verse, "Do not grieve about them and do 
2 be distressed about what they plot." 


In the verses under discussion, Allah consoles the Holy Prophet <4*- •&' J-* 
in a different manner. Allah tells the Holy Prophet *4* that there 
^certain people whom he will never be able to influence because they have 
totally sealed their hearts with their obstinacy and rebelliousness. In fact, these 
pie are S o averse, that Allah describes them as being dead, deaf and blind. 
Allah says, "Verily, you cannot make the dead hear, neither can you make the deaf hear 
the call (especially) when they turn away in aversion. You cannot guide the blind from 

their deviation." 


"You can guide only those who believe in our verses and who have submitted." 
This part of the verse makes it clear that the hearing and guidance mentioned in 
the above verse refer to responding to the truth, not simply hearing. Allah terms 
hearing to be hearing only when it is of benefit to people. Allah draws a 
similarity between these people and the dead because the dead are also unable to 
hear and respond. 


CAN THE DEAD HEAR? 

Even the Sahabah ^ •&> differed in this matter. While many Sahabah 
ii like Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar maintained that the dead 

can hear, others like Sayyidah Ayshah i** denied it. The above verse of 

Surah Naml seems to deny this concept. Verse 52 of Surah Rum (Surah 30) also 
denies it in almost.the same words, and Allah says in Surah Fatir, "You cannot 
make those in the graves hear." [Surah 35, verse 22] 

It should be noted that these three verses do not state that the dead cannot 
hear. They merely say that the Holy Prophet jJ-j it cannot make the dead 
hear. Therefore, although the dead may have the ability to hear, none has the 
power to make them hear his message. 

Allah says in verses 169 and 170 of Surah Al Imran, "Never consider those 
skin in Allah's way to be dead. Indeed they are alive, being sustained by their Lord. They 
are jubilant with what their Lord (Rabb) gives them from His bounty; and rejoice for the 
sake of those who have yet not joined them, who have been left behind, that no fear shall 
overcome them, nor shall they grieve." 

These verses prove that the dead martyrs have some sort of sense and 
perception. This means that Allah does preserve the perception of certain souls, 
like the martyrs, in the grave. If Allah so wills. He can preserve this perception 
within any other person as well. 

An authentic hadith tells us that the Holy Prophet Ci\ said, 

"Whenever a Muslim passes by and greets the grave of someone whom he knew 
in this world, Allah returns the soul of the deceased to his body so that he can 
te plv to the greeting." [Ibn Kathir] 

This hadith proves that the dead are able to hear. However, it also proves 
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that only those whom Allah permits that they should hear will be able to hear. 
While the hadith tells us that Allah returns the soul of the deceased to this world 
to hear and reply to the greeting, one cannot deduce from this that other speech 
can be heard by them. They will be able to hear other speech only by Allah' s 
permission. 

It is for this reason that great scholars like Imam Ghazali U* & and Imam 
Subki Up &\ have mentioned that while it is established that the dead do have 
the ability to hear, it cannot be said that they can hear everything that anyone 
says. While they may be able to hear at times, there are times when they cannot 
hear as well. Therefore, all the relevant verses and Ahadith pertaining to this 
subject connect. 

It is possible that they are able to hear only certain types of speech, or it may 
be that they can hear only certain people. Therefore, it will be incorrect to deny 
that the dead can hear, just as it would be incorrect to deny that they cannot hear, 

Allama Ibn Kathlr Up ^ writes that the Holy Prophet pUj u* ju has 
taught his Ummah to greet the deceased so that they may not be regarded as 
mere objects. 

Muslim ( v. 1 p. 3 13) reports that the deceased should be greeted with the 
following words: 

When Hakimul Ummah Thanwi Up was asked whether the dead can 
hear, he wrote in response, "There is evidence and opinions of the scholars that 
support both views. Who is then able to make a ratified decision? It is not even 
necessary that any verdict be passed on this issue to support one view and deny 
the other. Then too, there exists differences between those who support the view 
that the dead are able to hear. If any specific belief in this regard is asked about, 
perhaps a reply would be possible." [Imdddul Fatawa v. 5 p. 379] 




(82) When the promise will be fulfilled upon them. We shall bring for them a 
creature from the earth, which will speak to them. People are not convinced 
about Our signs. 

THE CREATURE FROM THE EARTH WILL APPEAR BEFORE THE 
DAY OF JUDGMENT (QIYAMAH) 

The Ahadith have mentioned in great detail that the "creature from the earth " 
will be one of the major signs of Judgment day (Qiydmah). 

Sayyidina Hudhaifa bin Usayd -up it reported from the Holy Prophet 
r-L-j u ifo that Judgment day (Qiydmah) will take place only after the following 
ten signs have appeared: 

(1) A smoke 
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(2) Dajjdl 

( 3 ) The creature from the earth 

(4) The rising of the sun from the west. 

(5) The descent of Sayyidina Isa ^ from the heavens. 

(6) The emergence of Ya'jiij (Gog) and Ma'jiij (Magog). 

(7, 8, 9) Sinking of the earthy in three places . once in the east, 

another in the west, and the third in Arabia. 

(10) The last of these will be a fire from Yemen that will drive 
people to the plains of resurrection. 

Another narration states that the tenth sign will be a wind that will throw 
people into the ocean. [Muslim v. 2 p. 393] 

The verse denotes that the creature will be extremely unique and peculiar. It 
will not be bom like other animals, but will suddenly appear from beneath the 
earth. 

Sayyidina Abditllah bin Umar ^ narrates from the Holy Prophet 
fi-s 4* * that one of the last signs before Judgment day (Qiyamah) will be the 
rising of the sun from the west and the emergence of the "creature of the earth" 
before the people during midmorning. Whichever of the two will appear first, 
the other will follow soon afterwards. [Muslim] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ** it ^ reports that the Holy Prophet ^it jl. 
said, "When three signs appear, the Belief (Iman) of a person who has not 
believed before will be of no avail, neither will that Belief (Iman) be of avail that 
has not earned any good (i.e. the person has not repented for his sins). (1) The 
rising of the sun from the west, (2) the appearance of Dajjal, (3) the emergence of 
the 'creature of the earth/" [Muslim] 


The "Musnad" of Abu Dawud Tiyalasi reports the above hadith of 

Sayyidina Hudhaifa bin Usayd ■ in some detail. It reports that the 

creature will make three appearances. The first appearance will occur in the rural 
districts and in Makkah, but the news will not spread at all. It will then disappear 
for a long time. When it appears the second time, the news will spread across the 
rural districts and throughout Makkah. On the third occasion, it will make its 
appearance in the Masjidul Haram, which is extremely sacred in Allah's sight. 

From between the Black Stone and the Maqam Ibrahim, it will suddenly 
appear before all the people present there, screaming and dusting off its head. 
Many people will run far away in fear, but a group of believers (Mu'minin) will 
remain where they stand, knowing that they cannot escape Allah's decree. The 
creature will cause the faces of the believers (Mu'minin) to shine like stars and 
will then turn away and travel the world with such speed that none will be able 
to catch it, neither will anyone be able to escape it. 


To be saved from the creature a person will engage in Salah. The creature 
will approach him from the back and ask him, "O person! You are performing 
alah now?" It will then leave a sign on his face. People will then engage in 
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partnerships and live together in cities, but the believers (Muminin) will be 
clearly distinguished from the disbelievers by the markings that the creature will 
leave on them. The believer (Mu'min) will tell the disbeliever, "O disbeliever! 
Fulfil my right," and the disbeliever will tell the believer (Mu'min), "O Believer 
(Mumin)\ Fulfil mine." [p. 177] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ^ ^ j reports from the Holy Prophet <jl . 3 <±* jl* 
that the creature will emerge with the ring of Sayyidina Sulayman and 

the staff of Sayyidina Musa U*. It will illuminate the faces of the believers 
(Muminin) and place a seal in the noses of the disbelievers (by which they will be 
recognised as disbelievers). [ Tirmidhi ] 
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(83) The day when, from every nation. We will resurrect an army from those who 
deny Our verses, who will then be restrained. (84) Until the time will come 
when they will all arrive and Allah will ask, "Did you deny My verses without 
possessing complete knowledge of them? In stead, there were other actions that 
you carried out/' (85) The promise would be fulfilled upon them because of 
their oppression, so they will be unable to speak. (86) Do they not see that We 
have made the night so that they may rest in it and the day so that may see? 
There are certainly signs in this for the believing folk. 

RESURRECTION ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT (QIYAMAH) AND 
THE PUNISHMENT OF THE REJECTERS AFTER THEY ADMIT TO 
THEIR CRIMES 

When all of mankind and jinn will be resurrected on the Plains of 
Resurrection, Allah will separate " an army from those who deny Our verses , who will 
then be restrained (to maintain order within their masses)." 

"Until the time will come when they will all arrive and Allah will ask , 'Did you 
deny My verses without possessing complete knowledge of them?" Without attempting 
to understand the verses and pondering over their contents, they denied these. 
Allah will ask further, " Instead , there were other actions that you carried out (like 
assassinating the Prophets harming them and an array of other sinful deeds)." 

"The promise (of punishment) would be fulfilled upon them because of their 
oppression , so they will be unable to speak." At first, the disbelievers will come to 
Allah (as mentioned in other verses) and will not admit their sins. Thereafter, 
their limbs will testify against them. After this condemnation, they will have 
nothing to say. 




Allah says, "Do they not see that We have made the night so that they may rest in 
j fag fay so that may see? There are certainly signs in this for the believing folk." 
rh v can realise from the way in which Allah raises them every morning after 
jjlp that He can certainly raise them after death as well. 

Allah says in Surah Zumar, "Allah claims souls at the time of their death, as well 
those that do not die during their sleep. Allah then seizes the soul for which death has 
been decreed, and releases others until their appointed term. There are certainly signs in 
this for people who think." [Surah 39, verse 42] 
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(87) The day when the trumpet will be blown and all within the heavens and the 
earth will be terrified, except those whom Allah wills. They will all come to 
Allah in humility. (88) You will look at the mountains, thinking them to be solid 
but they will be passing by like clouds. This is the doing of Allah Who perfects 
everything. Indeed He is Informed of what you do. (89) Whoever brings a good 
deed shall receive something better. And they will be safe from the terror of that 
day. (90) Whoever brings a sin will fall on their faces in the Fire. "You are 
recompensed only for what you have perpetrated." 

THE INHABITANTS OF THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH WILL BE 
ALARMED BY THE SOUNDING OF THE TRUMPET, WHEN THE 
MOUNTAINS WILL FLY LIKE CLOUDS 

The advent of Judgment day (Qiydmah) will be announced by the blowing of 
the trumpet by the angel IsrafU 4*. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar ^j 
reports from the Holy Prophet jJl- j k that the trumpet is actually a hom 
that will be blown. [Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud] 

Sayyidina Abu Said Khudri narrates that the Holy Prophet it 

said, "How can I live a life of pleasure when the blower of the trumpet 
has it in his mouth and is listening intently with his head lowered, eagerly 
awaiting for the command to blow." The Sahabah ^ asked, "O the Holy 
Prophet up iii ju*! What do you advise us?" The Holy Prophet 
(^replied, "Allah is sufficient for us and He is the best Protecting Friend." 
[Tirmidhi] 

The entire system of the universe will be thrown into mayhem when the 
frumpet is sounded. Allah says, "The day when the trumpet will be blown and all 
within the heavens and the earth will be terrified ..." 






Allah says in Surah Zumar that, when "The trumpet ipill be blown , ^ 
everyone in the heavens and the earth will fall unconscious , save for those whom Allfy 
chooses Both the above verses refer to the first blowing of the trumps 
Therefore, when the trumpet is blown for the first time, the inhabitants of th e 
universe will be terrified and will then fall unconscious. Then, by Allah's will 
"Every soul shall taste of death" 

Certain commentators have mentioned that the state of terror described ^ 
the verse of Surah Naml refers to the second blowing of the trumpet. Therefore 
when the trumpet is blown the second time to resurrect the dead, creation will]^ 
terrified. This interpretation is supported by the concluding words of the sam* 
verse where Allah says, "They will all come to Allah in humility." 

However, the above verses of Surah Naml and Surah Zumar include an 
exception, where Allah adds, "except those whom Allah wills." This means that 
there will be certain individuals who will not suffer the terror or the 
unconsciousness. 

"Durrul Manthur" reports from the Holy Prophet ^ a* & that these 
individuals will be the four angels Jibr'Il Up, Mika'il Up, Israfll 4 
and Izra'Il the angel of death Up. The angels who carry Allah's throne will 
also survive with these four but will die later. 

Many verses of the Qur'an describe the chaos that will reign on the Day of 
Judgment (Qiydmah). Surah Ibrahim states that on the Day of Judgment 
(Qiydmah) "the earth will be changed into another earth , and the skies (will also be 
changed)." Surah Takwlr (Surah 81), Surah Infitar (Surah 82) and Surah Inshiq&q 
(Surah 84) mention that the sun will lose its radiance, the stars will fall, and the 
oceans will be ignited. 

Here, in Surah Naml, Allah says, "You will look at the mountains , thinking 
them to be solid but they will be passing by like clouds ." 

Allah says in Surah Qari'ah, "The day when people will be like scattered moths , 
and the mountains will be like flakes of coloured wool" [Surah 101, verses 4,5] 

Allah says in Surah Waqi'ah, " When the earth shall conjpulse with violent 
earthquakes and the mountains will be shattered to pieces and become like scattered 
dust." [Surah 56, verses 4-6] 

Allah says in Surah Haqqa, " When the trumpet will be blown once. The earth 
and the mountains will be lifted and reduced to smithereens. That day , the occurrence 
lResurrection (Qiydmah)} will take place. The sky will be rent asunder and will become 
weak " [Surah 69, verses 13-16] 

A verse of Surah Naba reads, " The mountains will be made to fly and will be 
reduced to dust." [Surah 78, verse 20] , 

Allah says in Surah TaHa reads: "They ask you about the mountains. Say , 'My 
Lord shall completely remove them , leaving the earth as a barren plain on which you will 
not see any protrusions , nor any depressions. On that day they will follow the caller 
before whom there will be no crookedness. Voices will be lowered before Rahman and you 
will hear only the sound of footsteps." [Surah 20, verses 105-108] 
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Certain commentators have mentioned that the mountains will be like dense 
clouds which people think are solid and stationary without realising that they 
are actually travelling. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that the mountains will first be shaken 
bv an earthquake, causing them to become like flakes of wool. They will then be 
reduced to dust and fly about. They will finally turn to ashes. 

"This is the doing of Allah, Who perfects everything.” Just as Allah created the 
mountains to be solid and firmly entrenched where they stand. He has the ability 
to remove them from their locations and reduce them to dust. Every phase is by 
His doing. Therefore, the disruption of the universe should never be considered 
as a weakness. 

"Whoever brings a good deed, shall receive something better." Sayyidina 
Abdullah bin Mas'ud k* 2>i and Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas say 

that the "good deed" mentioned in the verse refers to the Kalimah of Islam viz. “La 
llahalllalldh." 

With regard to receiving something better, Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
& ii says that this Kalimah will bring good for the person by way of entering 
him into Heaven. Other commentators say that the reward will be Allah's 
pleasure and seeing Him, which is much better than any deed that they could 
ever do. 

If J ‘good deed" refers to all good deeds, then the promise of "something better" 
will mean that the rewards for these deeds will be greatly multiplied. Allah says 
in Surah An'am, "Whoever does a good deed will receive tenfold the like thereof" [Surah 
6, verse 160] 

"And they will be safe from the terror of that day. " Since the previous verse 
mentioned that all within the heavens and the earth will be terrified at the first 
blowing, this verse will refer to the second blowing. Some commentators 
mention that the “terror" referred to here is the terror that people will feel when 
they will be condemned to Hell. 

Other commentators say that it refers to the terror that people will feel when 
death will be slaughtered in the form of a sheep, and the people of Heaven and 
Hell will be told that they will remain where they are until eternity. 

"Whoever brings a sin will fall on their faces in the Fire ." If the sin mentioned in 
this verse refers to all sins, then even the sinful believers (Mu'minin) will end up 
in Hell for purification. However, their punishment will be much less than that 
of the disbelievers and finally they will be removed from Hell. 

Other commentators say that the “sin" mentioned in this verse refers to 
j disbelief and polytheism (shirk). The verse will therefore be similar to verses 94 
,a nd'95 of Surah Shu'ara (Surah 26% where Allah says, “They will all be thrown 
headlong in tlyere, together with those gone astray, and the entire army of Satan (Iblis)." 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that many times certain laws apply to 
a sector of a group, while others within the same group are excluded. Therefore, 
| his very possible that the sinful believers will not fall face-down into Hell. 

The people of Hell will be told, “You are recompensed only far what you have 
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perpetrated (in beliefs and deeds)." 
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(91) "I have been commanded to worship only the Lord of this city. Who has 
made it sacred and everything belongs to Him. And I have been commanded to 
be from the subservient ones." (92) "And (I have been commanded) to recite the 
Qur'an." Whoever is rightly guided, is guided for his own benefit. As for those 
who go astray, then say, "I am only from the wamers. (93) Say, "All praise is for 
Allah. He will soon show you His signs, which you will recognise. Your Lord is 
not unaware of what you do." 

THE HOLY PROPHET U* Ai JU IS TOLD TO ANNOUNCE THAT 

HE HAS BEEN COMMANDED TO WORSHIP ALLAH AND BE 
SUBSERVIENT TO HIM 

Allah commands the Holy Prophet ,jl,j u* i»i ju» to declare, "I have been 
commanded to worship only the Lord of this city, Who has made it sacred../' Allah has 
preserved its sanctity by instructing that its animals be not hunted, that its 
plantation be not cut, and that no life be taken there. 

From the general sense of this verse. Imam Abu Hanifah u* it u-j has 
deduced that even if someone murders another person within the boundaries of 
the Haram, the murderer is not to be executed within the Haram. If he hides 
there, he must be forced to leave the Haram in some way, after which he should 
be executed outside the marked boundaries of the Haram. 

"....and everything belongs to Him." Therefore, only He is worthy of worship. 

"And I have been commanded to be from the subservient ones. " One should be 
subservient to Allah in all conditions, not only in matters that pertain to 
devotional acts. Worship includes carrying out all deeds that secure Allah's 
pleasure. 

"And (I have been commanded) to recite the Qur'an." The Holy Prophet i 
was entrusted with the task of reciting the Qur'an to himself as well as to 
others. Allah says in Surah Al Imran that one of the tasks of the Holy Prophet J* 
^ -uU ii is that he "recites to them His (Allah's) verses." 

"Whoever is rightly guided, is guided for his own benefit." He will ultimately 
reap the greatest rewards in both the worlds by attaining various bounties 
Allah's pleasure and safety from Hell. 

"As for those who go astray, then say, 7 am only from the wamers. The Holy 
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Prophet fX-) '*4* & ^cannot be responsible for people who deviated from the 
path. He was not entrusted with the task of making people believe, because this 
is beyond human capability. His duty was merely to preach the message. He will 
therefore not be accountable for those who do not accept after receiving the 
message. 

Allah says in verse 108 of Surah Yunus (Surah 10), “Sty, ‘O people! Certainly 
the truth has come to you from your Lord. So whoever will be guided shall receive 
guidance only for himself Whoever will go astray shall only go astray to his own 
detriment. I have not been commissioned over you. 

Allah concludes the Surah by saying, "Say, 'All praise is for Allah. He will soon 
show you His signs, which you will recognise. People asked the Holy Prophet 

4* to tell them exactly when judgment day (Qiydmah) will take place. Here 
the Holy Prophet j -a* X tells them that they will soon see the signs of 
judgment day (Qiydmah), from which they will realise that it is near. Judgment 
day ( Qiydmah) will occur only when Allah decrees it. 

Your Lord is not unaware of what you do. "Allah is well aware of every 
person's deeds and will grant them the due recompense. 


☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆ 
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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 


(1) Ta Sin Mlm. (2) These are the verses of the Clear Book. (3) With the truth. We 
recite to you from the narrative of Musa and Pharaoh (Fir'aun) for those people 
who believe. (4) Verily Pharaoh (Fir'aun) glorified himself on earth and divided 
* the people into many groups. He weakened a party of them and slaughtered 
their sons, while keeping their daughters alive. He was certainly from the 
transgressors. (5) We intended to favour those who were weakened on earth by 
making them leaders and making them successors. (6) And by granting them 
authority on earth and showing. Pharaoh (Fir'aun), Haman and their armies what 
they most feared from these weakened people. 

the TRANSGRESSION OF PHARAOH (FIR'AUN) AND HIS 
OPPRESSIVE TREATMENT OF THE BANI ISRA'lL 

Allah begins the Surah by saying, "These are the verses of the Clear Book. With 
truth , We recite to you from the narrative of Musa and Pharaoh (Fir'aun) for those 
people who believe. " People are to learn a lesson from the narrative. 

Verily Pharaoh (Fir'aun) glorified himself on earth (in Egypt) and divided the 
Ptvple into many groups. He weakened a party of them (thte Bani Isra'il) and slaughtered 
r sons ' while keeping their daughters alive." Pharaoh (Fir'aun) had weakened the 
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Bani Isra'il to such an extent that they could do nothing when his troop s 
slaughtered their children. 

It has already been stated in the commentary of Surah Baqarah that Pharaoh 
(Fir'aun) was warned by astrologers that a child from the Bani Isra'il will put ^ 
end to his kingdom. To evade the situation, he instructed that all infant boys of 
the Bani Isra'il were to be killed. Allah says that Pharaoh (Fir'aun) "was certainly 
from the transgressors." 

"We intended to favour those who 'were weakened on earth by making them leaden 
and making them successors. And by granting them authority on earth ..." Honour and 
sovereignty are in Allah's control and He may accord these to whoever He 
pleases. Even though the Bani Isra'il were in a downtrodden position, Allah 
elevated them and made leaders and kings among their progeny. 

"and showing Pharaoh (Fir'aun), Human (Pharaoh { Fir'aun's } advisor) and their 
armies what they most feared from these weakened people." Consequently, the day 
came when Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his army were destroyed in the sea and lost 
everything they had to the Bani Isra'il, as was predicted. 



(7) We inspired Musa's mother (instructing her), "Nurse him. When you 

fear for his life, then place him in the river and neither fear nor grieve. We shall 
certainly return him to you and make him from the ape sties." (8) So the family 
of Pharaoh (Fir'aun) picked him up to be an enemy and a source of grief for 
them. Indeed Pharaoh (Fir'aun), Haman and their armies were sinners. (9) 
Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) wife said, "A coolness for my eyes and yours. Do not slay 
him. Perchance he may benefit us or we may adopt him as a son." They had no 
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knowledge. (10) The heart of Musa's mother was restless. She would have 
almost revealed his condition if We had not strengthened her heart to be from 
those with conviction. (11) She said to his sister, "Follow him/' So she spied on 
him from afar without their knowledge. (12) We forbade all wet nurses to him 
from before and she [Musa's Up sister] told them, "Should I show you a 
family who will care for him on your behalf, and who will dote on him?" (13) 

So We returned him to his mother so that her eyes be cooled and so that she may 
not grieve. And so that she may know that Allah's promise is true, but most of 
them do not know. 

SAYYIDINA MUSA'S U* MOTHER PLACES HIM IN A BOX ON 
THE RIVER, AFTER WHICH PHARAOH'S (FIR'AUN'S) FAMILY 
DISCOVER HIM 

To safeguard his kingdom from being destroyed by one of the Bani Isra'Il, 
Pharaoh (Fir'aun) commissioned spies among the Bani Isra'Il, who would inform 
him of any boys being born among them. When a baby boy was bom, the child 
was slaughtered. 

When Sayyidina Musa Up was bom, his mother grew very concerned 
about his safety. It was then that Allah inspired her with the command, "Nurse 
him. When you fear for his life, then place him in the river (within a box) and neither 
fear (for his safety) nor grieve (over your separation). We shall certainly return him 
to you and make him from the apostles ." 

Placing her trust in Allah, Sayyidina Musa's fiLJh Up mother did as 
commanded. As the box floated past Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) palace, his wife 
spotted it and had it brought to her. When she set eyes on the child, she was 
overwhelmed with affection for the boy. When she took the child in her lap. 
Pharaoh (Fir'aun) feared that this may be the same child whom the astrologers 
predicted would destroy his kingdom. He therefore intended to kill the child as 
well. 

When Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) wife sensed her husband's intention, she said to 
him that the child would be "A coolness for my eyes and yours . Do not slay him. 
Perchance he may benefit us or we may adopt him as a son." When she convinced 
Pharaoh (Fir'aun), they decided to look for a wet nurse to suckle the child. 
Pharaoh (Fir'aun) did not realise that the child was to be the source of his iosing 
the kingdom. Allah says, "So the family of Pharaoh (Fir'aun) picked him up to be an 
enemy and a source of grief for them. Indeed Pharaoh (Fir'aun), Hamdn and their armies 
were sinners. "Commentators have mentioned that they were destined to be 
destroyed at Sayyidina Musa's Up hands because of the fact that they were 
all "sinners." 

As all this occurred, "The heart of Musa's mother was restless. She would have 
almost revealed his condition if We had not strengthened her heart to be from those with 
conviction." If Allah had not granted her the necessary courage, she would have 
made it known that her child was in the box. However, she was convinced of the 
truth of Allah's promise to return him to her. 

"She said to his sister, 'Follow him.' So she spied on him from afar without their 
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knowledge ." Allah inspired her to instruct Sayyidina Musa's <0 sister to 
follow the box downstream, which she did. Hidden from the sight of the Copts, 
she witnessed the entire scene. 

When Pharaoh (Fir aun) and his wife tried to get the child to suckle from 
various wet nurses, the child refused to take to any of them. Seeing them 
perplexed about the situation, Sayyidina Musa's sister told them, " Should 

I show you a family who will care for him on your behalf and who will dote on him?” 
When they agreed, she summoned Sayyidina Musa's fiLJ\ mother, from 
whom the child immediately suckled. Pharaoh (Fir aun) agreed to let her have 
the child and grow him up, and even paid her a sum of one Dinar (one gold coin) 
daily for her services. Referring to this, Allah says, "So We returned him to his 
mother so that her eyes may be cooled and so that she may not grieve. 

"And so that she may know that Allah's promise is true (i.e. so that her conviction 
may increase in Allah), but most of them do not know." i.e. They do not know how 
Allah showers His mercy on people and how He reverses the plots of oppressors. 

Note: Some people have criticised the fact that Sayyidina Musa's Op mother 
accepted remuneration for her suckling, which is supposed to be the duty 
of a mother. It should be noted that the Qur'an does not mention this. 
Therefore, it cannot be verified beyond doubt. However, even if she did 
accept the wage, it was taken from a disbeliever without any deception. 
The fact that he paid the sum happily also creates permissibility for the 
act. 
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(14) When Musa Up reached his full strength and was perfectly healthy. We 
granted him wisdom and knowledge. Thus do We reward those who do good. 

(15) He entered the town at a time when its people were oblivious and found 
two men fighting. The one was from his people and the other was from the 
enemy. The one from his own people shouted to Musa to help him against the 
other from their enemy. Musa punched him and concluded his affair. He said, 
"This is from the works of Satan (Shaytan). Indeed he is an enemy and one who 
openly misleads/' (16) Musa U* said, "O my Lord! I have oppressed 
myself, so forgive me." So All&h forgave him. Without doubt. He is the Most 
Forgiving, the Most Merciful. (17) He said, "O my Lord.' On account of the 
favours you have bestowed on me, I shall never be among those who are 
accomplices to criminals." (18) The .morning found him in the city, fearful and 
apprehensive, when suddenly the same person who cried for help the previous 
day began calling for his help. Musa told him, "You are clearly a misleading 
person. (19) When Musa intended to grab hold of the person who was an enemy 
to both of them, he (the Israeli) said, "O Musa! Do you wish to kill me like you 
killed the person yesterday? You only wish to become a tyrant on earth and have 
no intention of becoming a reformer. (20) A man came running from the furthest 
end of the town saying, "O Musa! Verily the ministers are discussing about 
executing you. So leave. I am certainly a good counselor to you. (21) So Musa U* 

left the town in fear and apprehension. He said, "O my Lord! Save me from 
the oppressive nation." 

SAYYIDINA MUSA fftJi U* MISTAKENLY KILLS A PERSON AND 
IS FORCED TO LEAVE EGYPT FOR MADYAN 

Since Sayyidina Musa Up was destined to be the Holy Prophet, Allah 
imbued him with certain qualities before he left Egypt. Allah says, "When Musa 

Up reached his full strength and was perfectly healthy , We granted him wisdom and 
knowledge (i.e. perfect intellect and understanding). Thus do We reward those who 
do good." 

Allah then relates the incident of how Sayyidina Musa Up 

unintentionally killed a Copt. Allah says, "He entered the town (another small 
village outside the city) at a time when its people were oblidious (during the time of 
siesta) and found two men fighting. The one was from his people (from the Bani Isra'il) 
and the other was from the enemy {a Copt from Pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) people}. The one 
from his own people shouted to Musa to help him against the other from their enemy . 
Musa punched him (the Copt) and concluded his affair ." Because of his strength, 
Sayyidina Musa fiL Jt Up unintentionally killed tl)p person with his punch. 

Extremely remorseful at his mistake, Sayyidina Musa Up immediately 
said, "This is from the works of Satan (Shaytan). Indeed he is an enemy and one who 
openly misleads" He then submitted to Allah saying, "O my Lord! I have oppressed 
myself so forgive me/ So Allah forgave him. Without doubt, He is the Most Forgiving, 
the Most Merciful." 

It is the practice of upright people to always seek Allah's forgiveness for any 
deed that they deem to be improper. There was nb Shari'ah at that time and 
hence no question of blood money arose. It was therefore only necessary for him 
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to seek Allah's forgiveness for his error. 

Sayyidina Musa Up also submitted to Allah saying, "O my Lord! On 
account of the favours you ha^e bestowed on me, I shall never be among those who are 
accomplices to criminals." He pledged never to assist in sins. This would also 
include never assisting Satan (Shaytdn), whose objective is to lead people to sin. 
This means that he would never respond to the enticement of Satan (Shaytdn) 
since this would be assisting him. 

This verse denotes that assisting someone in sin is as bad as committing the 
sin. People are generally negligent of this and become agents in various sins. By 
working in institutions dealing in usury and bribery, they are actually acting as 
accomplices to these sins. Working for oppressive governments also falls into 
this category. 

Sayyidina Ka'b bin Ujra ^ narrates that the Holy Prophet ^j U* iui ^ 
once told them, "I wish Allah's protection for you against the rule of fools." 
When the Sahabah ^ ^j asked who these people were, the Holy Prophet 

,,jUj Up iireplied, " They will be such rulers after me that the person who believes their 
lies and assists them in their tyranny is not from me and will have no relation to me. 
They will never reach me at the Howdh (a cistern pond)." ["Mishkdt " p. 322] 

The Holy Prophet (JUj Up has also mentioned that the person who 

assists a tyrant, knowing that he is a tyrant, has come out of the fold of Islam. 
["Mishkdt" p. 436] 

Sayyidina Uqba bin Amir reports from the Holy Prophet Up &\ 

(JUj that the person who oppressively collects taxes will not enter Heaven. 
["Mishkdt" p. 322] 

Every type of employment in which one oppresses others or assist 
oppressors is unlawful (Haram). Muslims working in such establishments should 
contemplate their situation and redress the wrongs. 

Even though Allah forgave Sayyidina Musa Up, he will still be 

apprehensive to intercede on the Day of Judgment (Qiydmah) , saying that he 
killed a person whom he was not commanded to kill. 

"The morning found him in the city, fearful and apprehensive (that he may be 
arrested and executed), when suddenly the same person who cried for help the previous 
day began calling for his help (against another Copt with whom he was fighting). 
(Seeing him in trouble a second time, Sayyidina Musa Up scolded him and) 
Musa told him, 'You are clearly a misleading person." 

"When Musa intended to grab hold of the person who was an enemy to both of them 
(the Copt), he (the Israili, thinking that Sayyidina Musa fX-Ji was about to grab him 
for picking another fight) said,'O Musa! Do you zoish to kill me like you killed the person 
yesterday ? You only wish to become a tyrant on earth and have no intention of becoming 
a reformer ." 

Commentators have reported from Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas 
that Sayyidina Musa Up forgot to say "Insha Allah" (If Allah wills) when he 
said earlier, "7 shall never be among those who are accomplices to criminals." It is for 
this reason that he again ended up being an accomplice to the mischievous 
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person from the Bani Isra'Il. 

When the Copt heard what the Isra'Ili said, he informed pharaoh (Fir'aun) 
his ministers about the murder, and hence they decided to execute Sayyidina 

Musa 

"a man [probably from among pharaoh's (Fir'auns) courtiers, who had faith in 
§ a yyidi n a Musa came running from the furthest end of the town saying, 'O 

Musa! Verily the ministers are discussing about executing you. So leave. I am certainly a 

good counsellor to you." 

In response to this warning, 'Musa left the town in fear and apprehension. 

He said, 'O my Lord! Save me from the oppressive nation /" 
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(22) When Musa turned to the direction of Madyan, he said, "I have hope that 
my Lord will guide me to the straight path." (23) When he reached the water of 
Madyan, he found a group of people watering (their flocks). He also noticed two 
ladies keeping their distance. He asked, "What ails you two?" They replied, "We 
cannot water (our flock) until the shepherds return. Our father is an extremely 
old man. (24) So Musa watered (their flock) on their behalf and then turned to 
some shade saying, "O my Lord! Indeed I am needy of whatever good you 
bestow on me." (25) One of the two ladies came to him walking bashfully. She 
said, "My father is calling you to reward you for watering (our flock) for us. 
When Musa came to the father and related the incidents to him, he said, "Do not 
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fear. You are safe from the oppressive nation." (26) One of the ladies said, "0 
father! Employ him. Indeed the best person you can employ is one who is strong 
and trustworthy." (27) He (the father) said, "I wish to marry you to one these 
daughters of mine on condition that you work for me for eight years. If you 
complete ten years, it will be your choice. I do not wish to impose upon you. If 
Allah wills, you will find me to be among the righteous." (28) Mu*a said, "The 
matter is between the two of us. There should be no force on me with regard to 
whicheverof the two terms I complete. Allah is a Surety over whatever we say." 

SAYYIDINA MUSA $U\ REACHED MADYAN AND ASSISTS 
TWO LADIES, AFTER WHICH HE MARRIES ONE OF THEM 

Sayyidina Musa Up left Egypt for a town in Sham (syria) called Madyan, 
Madyan was not ruled by pharaoh (Fir'aun) and no document was required to 
travel in those times. Sayyidina Musa Up had no guide and had never 
travelled that way before and did not know the direction. However, he trusted 
Allah to guide him. Therefore, he said, "J have hope that my Lord will guide me to 
the straight path." 

True to his expectations, Allah guided him and he safely reached Madyan. 
"When he reached the water ( well) of Madyan, he found a group of people watering 
(their flocks). He also noticed two ladies keeping their distance ." The ladies were 
restraining their flock from mixing with the other flocks. They saw to it that their 
flock did not drink from the water of other flocks because the shepherds would 
then beat them away. 

Sayyidina Musa Up asked the ladies, "What ails you two (Why are you, 
standing aside)?' They replied , 'We cannot water (our. flock) until the shepherds 
return (with their flocks to their fields. Then we will water our flock)." Before 
Sayyidina Musa Up could even ask them why they were doing the work of 
men, they replied by adding, "Our father is an extremely old man." Therefore, he 
was unable to do the work. Their silence after this phrase denotes that they 
neither had any brothers nor any husbands to help them. 

"So Musa watered (their flock) on their behalf and then turned to some shade 
saying , 'O my Lord! Indeed I am needy of whatever good , you bestow on me. It is the 
trait of every believer (Mu'min) to turn his attention to Allah when in good and 
adverse situations. The word "good" is general and refers to a vast array of 
things like satiation of hunger giving shelter, etc. Commentators write that 
Sayyidina Musa (OUft Up ate only the leaves of plants "on his journey to Madyan 
and was in an emaciated state. 

When the two ladies reached home earlier than usual, their father asked the 
reason. They explained to him that someone had fed the animals for them, and 
also described Sayyidina Musa (OUJi Up to him. The father was appreciative and 
sent one of them to call Sayyidina Musa Up. Allah says, "One of the two ladies 
came to him walking bashfully." "Ruhul Ma'ani" reports that she came with a cloth 
covering her face. "She said, 'My father is calling you to reward you for watering (our 
flock) for us." "Ruhul Ma'ani" reports that Sayyidina Musa (OUJt Up noticed her 
modesty and was himself modest [modesty is the natural trait of all the Prophets 
Therefore, he told her to follow him and inform him of the direction so 
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that each of them could be at ease. 

"When Musa came to the father and related the incidents to him, he said, 'Do not 
fear. You are safe from the oppressive nation (because they have no jurisdiction here)."' 

Furthermore, "One of the ladies said, ‘O father! Employ him (He can be of 
assistance in herding the flocks and in other tasks). Indeed the best person you can 
employ is one who is strong and trustworthy." 

By his physical appearance and the strength he displayed when watering 
the flock, she realised that he was indeed very strong. 

Some commentators have reported that when the laides expressed their 
inability to give water to the flock until the shepherds had left, Sayyidina Musa 

up asked them whether there was another well in the vicinity. They told him 
that there was another well, but that it was covered by a heavy rock, which a few 
men could not move collectively. He asked them to take him there. When they 
led him to the place, he moved the rock with one hand. Thereafter, he gave water 
to the animals and covered the well again. ["Ruhul Ma'ani" v. 20 p. 63] 

His trustworthiness was displayed by the fact that he walked ahead of the 
lady and was not lecherous. Accepting her suggestion, the old man said to 
Sayyidina Musa f7 wish to marry you to one these daughters of mine on 
condition that you work for me for eight years. (I only require you for eight years, 
but) If you complete ten years, it will be your choice. I do not wish to impose upon you. If 
Allah wills, you will find me to be among the righteous (in my dealings with you, for I 
will not cause you any harm or grief)." 

Sayyidina Musa u* realised that this was a result of his prayer (du'a) 
because now he would receive not only shelter and a livelihood but also a wife. 
He therefore accepted the proposal adding, "The matter is between the two of us. 
There should be no force on me with regard to whichever of the two terms I complete (i.e. 
I should not be prejudiced if I were to complete only eight years). Allah is a Surety 
(or Witness) over whatever we say." 

Sayyidina Utbah bin Nuddar reports that the Holy Prophet 

pLj once recited "Ta Sin Mim" (Surah Qasas) to them until he reached the 
incident of Sayyidina Musa (tk-Ji *J*- Thereupon the Holy Prophet ai 

commented, "Sayyidina Musa hired himself for a period of eight or ten 

years for the protection of his chastity and to fill his stomach." [Ibn Majah p. 176] 

Allama Ibn Kathir ^ has reported several narrations in which it is 
proven that Sayyidina Musa spent ten years in the service of the old man 

and also grazed his goats. [t>. 3 p. 386] 

The commentary of "Mawahib Laduniyyah" reports that Sayyidah Fatima 
if * & once told her father. The Holy Prophet that she and her 

husband, Sayyidina Ali ^ possessed only one sheepskin, which they slept 

on at night and on which they placed the camel's feed during the day. The Holy 
Prophet (U-j ii>» jl* told her, "O my beloved daughter! Be patient. For ten 
years, Musa *ip and his wife shared only one garment (which they used to 
clothe themselves and to sleep on)." 

If this narration is authentic, it would prove that Sayyidina Musa 
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spent ten years in Madyan. Therefore, the doubt expressed in the narration above 
by Sayyidina Utba bin Nuddar ** ^ is most probably a doubt on the part of 
one of the narrators. 

Bukhari (p. 369) reports that Sayyidina Sa'id bin jubair ^ once asked 
Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas ^ j which of the two terms did Sayyidina 
Musa u* complete. Sayyidina Abdullah bin Abbas replied, "The 

longer and better of the two (i.e. ten years). It is customary among Allah's 
Prophets to practice what they say." 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ^ reports from the Holy Prophet Up ^ JU 
,4-j that every Prophet of Allah grazed goats. When the Sahabah ^ asked 
about himself. The Holy Prophet Up j^ replied that he also grazed goats 
for the people of Makkah in exchange for a few 'qiraf (a type of currency 
equivalent to a sixth of a dirham)." [Bukhari p. 301] 

Goats are weak animals and cannot be beaten when they skip about because 
of the danger of fracturing their bones. Therefore, the shepherd has to be 
extremely patient with them. Allah made the Prophets graze goats so 

that tolerance and patience be imbued in them. It was then possible to tolerate 
the harassment of the disbelievers. 

LESSONS TO BE LEARNT 

Note 1: The Qur'an does not mention whether the old man fed Sayyidina 
Musa Up or gave him any payment for the initial service of 
giving water to the goats. "Ruhul Ma'ani" (i>. 20 p. 65) reports that 
when Sayyidina Musa Up arrived at the old man's home, he 
was sitting for supper. When he invited Sayyidina Musa Up to 
join him, Sayyidina Musa Up said that he would not accept 
anything in payment of the service he rendered even if the 
payment filled the world. The old man told him that the food was 
not a payment, but it was traditional in their family to entertain 
guests. It was only then that Sayyidina Musa Up ate the meal. 

Note 2: Allama (Scholar) Ibn Kathir Up has reported from Sayyidina 

Hasan Basri Up & and other commentators that the old man 
was Sayyidina Shu'ayb ftUJi Up. However, many commentators say 
that Sayyidina Musa ftLJ' Up was born a very long time after 
Sayyidina Shu'ayb's Up demise. 

They have deduced this from a verse of Surah Hud, where Sayyidina 
Shu'ayb yuJi Up told his people, 'And the nation of Lilt Up were not far off from 
you." Since Sayyidina Lut Up lived during the time of Sayyidina Ibrahim Up 

it is not possible that Sayyidina Shu'ayb fXJi Up could be the father-in-law 
of Sayyidina Musa Up, who was from the latter progeny of Sayyidina Ya'qub 

Up, Sayyidina Ibrahim fMUi Up grandson. Although it has been mentioned 
that Sayyidina Shu'ayb Up could have lived for a very long time, which 
could have allowed him to meet Sayyidina Musa Up, this statement cannot 
be verified. 

"Ruhul Ma'ani" has reported from various commentators that the old man 
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of Madyan was Sayyidina Shu'ayb's fiU» ^ nephew. His name has been cited as 
Athrun, Harun, Marwan or Awid. Ibn Jarir has reported from Sayyidina 

Abdullah bin Abbas that his name was Yathrib. Besides these there are 

many more opinions. 

Although the author of Ruhul Ma'ani" and Allama Qurtubi u* it are of 
the opinion that the old man was Sayyidina Shu'ayb ^ —It Up, Allama Ibn Kathir 
and Ibn Jarir ■up ■&> say that this claim can be made only when an authentic 
hadith corroborates it, and there is no such hadith. 

Note 3: The fact that Sayyidina Musa (OLJt Up accepted the old man's 
proposal without hesitation teaches us that one should not be 
ashamed to accept something of necessity. Even the Holy Prophet 
Uj U <3» J~» grazes goats for a small sum. Many people feel it 
below their dignity to do tasks that seem menial, even though they 
have no alternative. They rather choose to suffer and accumulate 
debts than do such work, which could well alleviate their need. 
Allah's pious servants do not behave in this manner. 

Note 4: "One of the ladies said, ‘O father! Employ him. Indeed the best person you 
can employ is one who is strong and trustworthy. By saying this, the 
lady recommended Sayyidina Musa Up as being fit and 
qualified for the task at hand. Every task requires a person who is 
capable of handling it well. The work of keeping accounts will 
require a person with knowledge of accounting, just as the work of 
construction will require skills of bricklaying, engineering, etc 

Although the Arabic word "qawiy" has been translated above as "strong," it 
refers to strength in physical, spiritual and mental capacities. The word "amin" 
(translated above as " trustworthy") is also multifaceted. It refers to 
trustworthiness with finances as well as with time. The person who is 'amin' will 
ensure that he completes the required time for which he is paid. He is also a 
person whose wife can trust him completely because he will never even look at 
another woman with evil intentions, let alone cheat on his wife. 

It has become a trend nowadays for people to shun trustworthiness in 
employment. An employee will work diligently only when he is being watched. 
No sooner is the employer's back turned, then the employee is busy doing 
something else. People accept their full salaries even though they have not 
completed their work for the month. Some people absent themselves without a 
valid excuse, while others have someone else sign the attendance register on 
their behalf. All these constitute betrayal and cheating. 

Employers should ensure that the person they employ must be qualified for 
the work and should not be satisfied with only academic qualifications. People 
should not be employed on the grounds of family relations or after accepting a 
bribe. 

Note 5; it is learnt from the proposal of the old man that a woman's 
marriage should not be delayed when an appropriate partner is 
found. Sayyidina Ali reports that from the Holy Prophet 

f-i J-* that the following three things must not be delayed: 
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1. Salah, when the time has set in. 

2. A funeral, when it is ready. 

3. The marriage of a solitary woman, when her match 
is found. ["Mishkdt" p. 61] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra -up & ^j narrates that the Holy Prophet u* 

said, "When a person whose religiousness and character pleases you 
proposes, then do not delay the marriage. If you fail to do so, there shall be 
rampant anarchy in the world." ["Mishkdt"] 

Another lesson learnt from the old man's proposal is that a proposal from 
the father should not be regarded as a source of embarrassment. People are 
wrong to think so. Some even go to the extent of refusing to be representatives of 
their daughters in the marriage ceremony, even though they did not make the 
proposal. They wrongly feel that a woman may marry only when a man 
proposes by himself. 

When Sayyidina Umar's -up & daughter, Sayyida Hafsa -up & lost her 
husband in a battle and had already completed her Iddah (waiting period after 
being widowed) when her father asked Sayyidina Abu Bakr -up & to marry 
her. Sayyidina Abu Bakr remained silent without accepting or rejecting, 

A while later, Sayyidina Umar -up &\ made the same proposal to Sayyidina 
Uthman -up who politely declined the offer. When Sayyidina Umar &\ ^ 

-up narrated the matter to the Holy Prophet ,0^ he replied, "A person 

better than Uthman will marry Hafsa and a wife better than Hafsa will marry 
Uthman." Thereafter, the Holy Prophet pi,.? it ^himself married Sayyida 
Hafsa -up i' and gave his daughter, Sayyida Kulthum -up in in marriage to 
Sayyidina Uthman -up in 

Sayyidina Abu Bakr ^ -it later apologised to Sayyidina Umar <-p it ^ 
for not responding to his proposal, saying that the Holy Prophet A-j a* it ju* had 
already mentioned to him at that time that he intended to marry Sayyida Hafsa 
-up it Therefore, he did not wish to divulge something that the Holy Prophet 
p-L-j <Jp i' told him in confidence. He added that if the Holy Prophet 
pU j did not marry her, he [Sayyidina Abu Bakr -up <3n ^f\ would have done so. 

Note 6: "I wish to marry you to one these daughters of mine on condition that you 
work for me for eight years/' It appears from this statement that a 
stipulated sum of money is not necessary as a dowry (mahr), but 
service may be a substitute for it. 

According to the Hanafi school of jurisprudence, a woman will receive the 
cash Mahr Mithal (A dower in the force of family) if a free man agreed to marry her 
in exchange of a dowry that will be paid in service instead of cash. Although the 
marriage will be contracted, he will not have to serve her because it will mean a 
reversal of rules. 

However, the ShafiT school of jurisprudence has deduced from the above 
verse that it will be permissible for a man to marry a woman in exchange of 
service instead of a cash dowry. This deduction is not valid because the verse 
does not make mention of service being dowry. The condition of service was 
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pother matter aside from the mahr, which we cannot even be certain existed in 
the time of Sayyidina Musa *4*- Apart from this, the service was owing to 
the old man, not to the lady. The old man said, "on condition that you work for me 
" The condition was not that Sayyidina Musa ^lJ\ work for the 

If it is accepted that the contract was in exchange of the dowry (and that 
dowry was incumbent in Sayyidina Musa's fiLJ\ aJ* Shari'ah as well), then too the 
marriage would be contracted because the dowry would then have to be paid by 
the father. He would have had to pay Sayyidina Musa's Up wages to his 
daughter as her dowry. However, this would not have been necessary if she had 
waived the dowry altogether. 

Note 7: The old man merely said, "1 wish to marry you to one these daughters of 
mine ..." without stipulating which daughter he was referring*to. If 
someone objects by saying that marriage is not contracted without 
identification, the reply will be that the above verse merely contains 
the proposal. Of course, when the actual marriage took place, the 
woman was specified. 

Note 8: The verse does not stipulate whether the old man received consent 
from his daughter to marry her. It would therefore be incorrect to 
deduce from this verse tha*t a father may marry his mature 
daughter without her consent, as the Shafi'i school of jurisprudence 
maintains. The authenticity of the Ahadith from which they deduce 
this ruling has been critically questioned. 

According to Imam Abu Hanifah <0* the consent of a mature woman 

is imperative before marriage, without which the marriage will not be 
contracted. When consent is asked from a virgin, her silence will denote consent 
However, a widow and a divorcee have to reply verbally. 

The verse of the Qur'an ,...prevent them not from marrying their husbands" 
denotes clearly that a mature woman may contract her own marriage. However, 
if her guardian is caring and responsible, she should hand over the affairs of her 
marriage to him. 

Note 9: "1 do not wish to impose upon you." This statement meant that he did 
not wish to add to Sayyidina Musa's a*u responsibilities and 
also that he would not force him to stay on for another two years if 
he wished to complete only eight years. 

"If Allah wills , you will find me to be among the righteous." It is learnt from this 
that the employer should be kind and understanding. Neither should he tax the 
employee nor should he be harsh. He should overlook any faults and errors of 
the employee, if he needs to reprimand the employee, it must be done with 
kindness. Of course, the employee should also ensure that he fulfils the task at 
hand with diligence. 

Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar ** ^j reports that the Holy Prophet & J 

^ said, "Pay the worker before his perspiration dries." [Ibn Majah p. 176] 

Sayyidina Abu Hurayra ^ ifci ^ reports the words of Allah from the Holy 


for eight years. 

lady* 





Prophet in which Allah says that He will personally contest the 

following three persons on the Day of judgment (Qiyamah): 

1. The person who betrayed a pledge made in Allah's name. 

2. The person who sold a free person as a slave and then 
devoured the money. 

3. The person who did not pay his employee after extracting 
work from him. [Bukhari p. 302] 

Note 10: Some commentators have mentioned that the old man's elder 
daughter was Layya and the younger one was called Safura. It was 
Safura who was sent to call Sayyidina Musa While some 

commentators say that Sayyidina Musa y>uJ' u* married the 
younger daughter, others say that he married the elder one. Allah 
knows best. 


JU v ^ 

j-tSCL*] y ti) | 

H-U j]\ ^I W >21 S i Zyy*—t S ir 4 

iy J*L? dij <1)W- jAy* J 

'•»—A yc* itl *U^. -^Ai cdiwd 1 

p c^i —oL.,z jtj> >—jb CA n .— 

QxA| <jl cdli-U 1 ,.«l) (..id*.3 (3). S-D (JU (Ad) N^l^AiL^-d L^3 ls> 

A ^ ul i "*.1 •" A* ' " % X ^ V 

O' OW '^-D 4>—^jli bud J ^V<a3l 

SjU i£ &ui da jj£j Jul iiii iiil ju ^ ^iis3 


(29) When Musa completed the term and left with his wife, he perceived a fire. 
He told his wife, "Wait (here), for I see a fire. Perhaps I may bring you some 
news from there, or a brand from the fire so that you may warm yourself." (30) 
When he reached the fire, a call came from a tree on the right side of the plain, in 
the blessed piece of ground saying, "O Musa! Indeed I am Allah, the Lord of the 
universe. (31) "Cast down you staff" When he saw it writhing like a snake, he 
turned on his heels without looking back. "O Musa! Come forward and do not 
fear. You are certainly among the safe ones. (32) "Thrust your hand in your collar 
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and it will emerge shining white without any disease. And, if you fear (that your 
hand will remain like this), attach your hand to your side. These are two signs 
from your Lord to Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his ministers. Verily they were ever a 
sinful folk." (33) Musa Up said, "O my Lord! I killed one of them and fear 
that they will kill me." (34) "My brother Harun is more eloquent in speech than 
me, so send him as an aide to me to commend me for I fear that they will falsify 
me." (35) Allah said, "We shall shortly strengthen your arm with your brother 
and grant the two of you a power, in the presence of which they will never reach 
you. The two of you and those who follow you will be victorious with Our 
signs." 

SAYYIDINA MUSA P *Ji U* TRAVELS WITH HIS WIFE TO EGYPT 
AND ENROUTE IS CONFERRED WITH THE MANTLE OF THE 

holy prophethood 

After spending ten years in Madyan, Sayyidina Musa ^LJ\ Up left for Egypt 
with his wife, but lost his way. It was dark and cold as they approached Mount 
Tur. As they drew closer, they saw what appeared to be a fire. Describing the 
scene, Allah says, " When Musa completed the term and left ivith his wife, he perceived 
a fire . He told his wife , 'Wait (here), for I see a fire. Perhaps 1 may bring you some news 
from there, or a brand from the fire so that you may warm yourself" 

"When he reached the fire, a call came from a tree (i.e. it appeared to come from 
the tree) on the right side of the plain, in the blessed piece of ground saying, 'O Musa! 
Indeed I am Allah , the Lord of the universe. Cast down you staff When (he cast it down) 
he saw it writhing like a snake, he turned on his heels without looking back. (Allah said 
him) 'O Musa! Come forward and do not fear. You are certainly among the safe ones." 

Showing Sayyidina Musa Up another miracle, Allah said, "Thrust your 
hand in you collar and it will emerge shining white without any disease. And, out of fear 
(of your hand remaining in this condition), attach your hand to your side (after 
which it will return to normal). These (the staff and the hand) are two signs from 
your Lord to pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his ministers. (So go and preach the truth to 
them) Verily they were ever a sinful folk." 

Sayyidina Musa Up then proposed two requests to Allah. The first was 
when he said, "O my Lord! I killed one of them and fear that they will kill me ." The 
second was that the required someone to assist him in the task. Therefore, he said 
to Allah, "My brother Harun is more eloquent in speech than me, so send him as an aide 
to me to commend me. I fear that they will falsify me ." 

Allah accepted this supplication of Sayyidina Musa (OLU Up and made 
Sayyidina Harun Up, who was in Egypt, a Prophet before Sayyidina Musa 

Up could reach Egypt. Therefore, Allah replied to Sayyidina Musa fSLJi Up by 
saying, "We shall shortly strengthen your arm with your brother and grant the two of 
you a power, in the presence of which they will ,iever reach you. The two of you and those 
who follow you will be victorious with Our signs." 

Note: The author of "Ma'ariful Qur'an" writes that the 'fire" was a 
manifestation of Allah's illumination, which appeared in the form of 
a fire. It appeared in this form because it is impossible for anyone to 







SunihAKj^^ 


96 


Anwar-ul-Bayan (v. 7) 


see Allah's actual illumination in this world, as Allah told Sayyidina 
Musa "You can never see me. " 
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(36) When Musa came to them with Our dear signs, they said, "This is conjured 
magic, and we have not heard of such a thing among our predecessors. (37) Musa 
said, "My Lord knows best who brings guidance from Him and who will meet a 
favourable end in the Hereafter. Verily, the oppressors will never succeed." (38) 
Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, "O ministers! Besides myself, I know of no other deity 
for your people. O Haman! Kindle for me a fire on sand, then construct a tower 
for me so that I may get a peek at Musa's Lord. I strongly feel that he is from the 
liars." (39) Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his armies were haughty on earth without 
justification and thought that they will never return to us. (40) So We seized 
Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his armies, and cast them into the sea. See what was the 
plight of the oppressors. (41) We made them leaders who called towards the Fire. 
They will not be assisted in the Hereafter. (42) We set a curse after them in this 
world and on the Day of Judgment (Qiyamah), they shall be among the hateful. 

SAYYIDINA MUSA U* PREACHES TO PHARAOH (FIR'AUN) 
AND HIS MINISTERS 

When Sayyidina Musa fiLJ\ U* reached Egypt, he met with his brother, 
Sayyidina Harun |OLJrUp. The two of them then went to pharaoh (Fir'aun), who 
was with his ministers, and presented the message of oneness of Allah (Tauhid) 
to them. Sayyidina Musa pLJi also displayed the two miracles to him, 
whereupon "they said , 'This is conjured magic , and we have not heard of such a thing 
(like a person being a Prophet) among our predecessors. 
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was a lie because Sayyidina Yusuf U* lived in Egypt previously. 
ce they regarded Sayyidina Musa's fiL .Jt Up miracles as magic, they arranged a 
ontest with the magicians of the time, as is mentioned in Surah A'raf , Surah 
TaHa and Surah Shu'ara pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his ministers also asked 
c vvidina Musa ftuJ Up a series of foolish questions because they did not want to 
tjelieve him. These are also mentioned in Surah TaHa and Surah Shu'ara When 
c widina Musa u noticed that they were implacable, he said to them, "My 
lord knows best who brings guidance from Him and who will meet a favourable end in 
the Hereafter. Verily , the oppressors will never succeed." 

Certain commentators have mentioned that Sayyidina Musa Up was 
referring to the favourable end" in this world. He therefore forewarned them 
about the fate they were to suffer when they would be eventually drowned. 

The author of "Ruhul Ma'ani" writes that Sayyidina Musa's Up 
message to them was that Allah has perfect knowledge about the people He 
chooses as messengers and will never send liars and magicians to preach His 
message of Tauhld. He knows exactly who He is sending as a messenger and has 
promised his apostles a grand reward in both worlds. 

When pharaoh (Fir'aun) realised that Sayyidina Musa Up and Sayyidina 
Harun Up would not accept him as a deity, and that they could influence 
others as well, "pharaoh (Fir'aun) said , 'O ministers! Besides myself I know of no 
other deity for your people/" Pharaoh (Fir'aun) said this despite knowing that 
Sayyidina Musa Up was truthful. A verse of Surah Bani Isra'il quotes 
Sayyidina Musa Up as telling pharaoh (Fir'aun), "He replied 'You know very 
well that only the Lord of the heavens and the earth revealed these as eye-openers. [Surah 
17, verse 102] 

However, to divert peoples' attention, pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, "O Hdmdn! 
Kindle for me afire on sand (i.e. bake some bricks), then construct a tower for me so that I 
may get a peek at Musa '$ lord. I strongly feel that he is from the liars." 

A verse of Surah Mu'min states that pharaoh (Fir'aun) said, "O Human, build 
a tower for me so that I may reach the roads ; the roads of the heavens so that I can have a 
close look at the deity of Musa. I strongly feel that he is a liar." Pharaoh (Fir'aun) made 
this statement to deceive the ignorant masses. No tower would be high enough 
to reach into the heavens. Little did they realise that his ambition would not 
reveal that Allah does not exist, but rather revealed pharaoh's (Fir'aun's) 
helplessness. If he really were a deity (as he claimed), he would not have 
required a tower nor any stepladder or the effort to climb. He should have then 
merely willed his desire for it to occur. However, the people in pharaoh's 
(Fir'aun's) presence were too overawed by his worldly power and authority to 
think for themselves or to address him. 

The Qur'an does not state whether Haman built the tower. However, 
Allama Qurtubi u i has reported from Suddi Up that Haman 

completed the construction, after which Fir'oun ascended and shot an arrow into 
the sky. The arrow returned with blood, upon which Fir'oun told the people that 
he had killed Sayyidina Musa's u* lord. 

When he said this, Jibr'il (OLJi Up struck the tower with his wing, shattering 



it into three fragments. One fragment fell on a part of pharaoh's (Firnun's) army 
killing thousands. The other fragment fell in the sea, while the third fell i 
westerly direction. Every person who participated in the construction was also 
killed. Although Suddi aJlp has reported this narration, he is also doubtful 

about its authenticity and writes thereafter, "Allah is best aware of the 
authenticity." 

Some commentators say that pharaoh (Fir'aun) was only jesting when he 
asked Haman to construct the tower. They comment that he said this in response 
to Sayvidina Musa's statement, when Sayyidina Musa fXJ' ^ said 

"(Allah is) The Lord of the heavens, the earth and whatever is between the two; if yo i{ 
will be convinced." He also told Fir'aun, "Fie is your Lord and the Lord of your 
forefathers ." 

Thereafter Allah says, "Pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his armies were haughty on earth 
without justification and thought that they will never return to us. So We seized pharaoh 
(Fir'aun) and his armies, and cast them into the sea. See what was the plight of the 
oppressors ." 

"We made them leaders who called towards the Fire (by enticing others to 
perpetrate disbelief and polytheism (shirk)}. They will not be assisted in the 
Hereafter. We set a curse after them in this world (because all the believers will keep 
cursing them) and on the Day of Judgment (Qiydmah), they shall be among the hateful " 

With regard to the punishment pharaoh (Fir'aun) and his people will suffer, 
Allah says in Surah Mu'min, "They will be presented before the Fire morning and 
evening. And, on the day that Judgment day (Qiydmah) will take place, (they will he 
told) 'Enter the people of pharaoh (Fir'aun) into the worst of punishments.'" [Surah 40, 
verse 46] 

Note: "We made them leaders who called towards the Fire." This verse denotes 
that the word Imam (translated above as "leaders") refers to leaders in 
evil, just as it refers to leaders in good. When people respond to the 
evil enticing of certain leaders, it may also be said that they are 
following their Imam. Therefore, one should not be deceived by 
thinking that certain sects are Muslims because their leaders are 
called Imams. A person leading others to disbelief may be termed an 
Imam of disbelief, and a person calling others to polytheism (shirk) 
may be termed an Imam of polytheism (shirk). 
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(43) Verily, after We had destroyed the former generations. We granted Musa the 
book as an eye-opener for people and a guidance and mercy so that they may 
take heed. (44) You were never by the western side when We gave Musa the 
laws, nor were you among the witnesses to this. (45) However We created many 
generations, after which a long period of time passed by. You were not even a 
resident from the people of Madyan. You recite Our verses to them, and it is 
only We Who send messengers. (46) You were not beside Mount Tur when We 
called, but you have been blessed with a mercy from your Lord so that you may 
warn a nation to whom a wamer has not come before, so that they may take 
heed. (47) We would not have sent messengers if it were not for the fact that a 
calamity would afflict them on account of what their hands sent ahead causing 
them to say, "O our Lord! Why did You not send a messenger to us so that we 
could follow Your verses and become of the believers?" (48) When the truth 
came to them from Us, they said, "Why is he not given the like of what was 
given to Musa?" Did people not reject what was previously given to Musa?" 
They said, "Two magicians assisting each other," and they said, "We do not 
accept any of them." (49) Say, "Produce a book from Allah better in guidance 
than the two of them, which I shall follow if you are truthful." (50) If they do 
not respond to you, then you should know that they are following only their 
whims. Who can be more unjust than the one who follows his whims without 
any guidance from Allah? Verily Allah does not guide an oppressive nation. 


THE TORAH IS REPLETE WITH EYE-OPENERS, GUIDANCE AND 
MERCY 


The above verses contain the following: 

Firstly: There were many Prophets before Sayyidina Musa 

who propagated the truth, sounded warnings and conveyed glad tidings. 
However, their nations falsified them, because of which Allah destroyed them. It 
was only the remaining generations that grew to eventually become the Bani 
IsraTl to whom Sayyidina Musa aJ* was sent. 
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Allah says, " Verily , after We had destroyed the former generations. We granted 
Miisa the book as an eye-opener for people and a guidance and mercy so that they may 
take heed. " Allah also says, "However We created many generations, after which a long 
period of time passed by." Eventually they lost what the Prophets r*-J' had 
taught them and Allah sent more the Holy Prophets to teach them, culminating 
with the Holy Prophet Up Jh\ 

Secondly: Despite being unlettered and deprived of the opportunity to 
study, The Holy Prophet ,JL.j Up a\ informed people of the detailed accounts 
of the former nations. The fact that the Bani Isra'il accepted all these incidents 
testifies to the fact that the Holy Prophet <4-^ Up & J^ could have known about 
them only through divine revelation. 

Allah tells the Holy Prophet ,4- j Up &\ JLo, "You were never by the western side 
when We gave Musa the laws, nor were you among the witnesses to this." Allah also 
says, " You were not even a resident from the people ofMadyan. You recite Our verses to 
them and it is only We Who send messengers." i.e. The Holy Prophet (4-j Up iui ju 
informed people of these narratives by reciting the verses of the Qur'an to them. 

"You were not beside Mount Tur when We called [to Sayyidina Musa ptUJi Up], 
but you (have knowledge about it because you) have been blessed with a mercy (of 
apostleship) from your Lord ." Thereafter, Allah cites the object of the revelation. 
Allah says that it has been sent to the Holy Prophet <4^ Up £\ so that he " may 
warn a nation to whom a Warner has not come before, so that they may take heed." The 
"nation " referred to in this verse is the Arabs, to whom the Holy Prophet ifo 
,4*; Up was the first the Holy Prophet to be sent to them after Sayyidina Ismail 

^*Ul Up. 

Thirdly: Allah explains the reason for sending a Holy Prophet to people. 
Allah says, "We would not have sent messengers if it were not for the fact that a 
calamity would afflict them on account of what their hands sent ahead (i.e. on account of 
their sins), causing them to say, 